Taliban, opposition 
agree to hold talks 



By Hasan Akhtar 



ISLAMABAD, March 4: The 
Taliban and their Northern Afghan 
opponents have agreed to resume 
talks, which broke off last year, in 
Ashkhabad (Turkmenistan) from 
March 10 without any precondi- 
tions or pre-set agenda, UN special 
envoy to Afghanistan Lakhdar 
Brahimi told a news conference 
here on Thursday. 

Mr Brahimi, while expressing his 
hopes for a positive outcome of the 
talks, showed deep concern at the 
continuing war-like situation in 
Afghanistan. He called on the 
Taliban and its opponents to give 
up their current "feverish" prepa- 
rations for another bout of fighting 
in spring. 

He warned that a breakdown of 
the impending Ashkhabad talks 
might be disastrous for the people 
of Afghanistan. However, he said, 
even in the event of failure of 
talks, the UN would persevere in 
efforts for peace in Afghanistan. 

Mr Brahimi, who earlier in his 
two-week-long tour of the region 
met various Afghan parties in 
Peshawar, and leaders of the 
neighbouring governments, said 
that the Taliban side would be led 
by Abdul Wakil Muttawakil and 
the Opposition Northern Alliance 
by Yunus Abdullah. / 

The UN envoy would not person- 
ally take part in the meeting in 
Ashkhabad. Instead, he would be 



represented at the talks by 
Andrew Tesoniere, acting head of 
the UN Special Mission for 
Afghanistan (UNSMA), based in 
Islamabad. 

He is scheduled to leave here for 
Iran on Friday and afterwards for 
Moscow and several Central Asian 
states concerned with Afghanistan 
problem, before returning to the 
US to report to the UN Secretary- 
See also Back Page 

General on his latest talks and 
assessment of the Afghan situa- 
tion. 

Mr Brahimi declined to predict 
the outcome of the proposed 
Afghan talks but hoped that the 
interlocutors at the talks would not 
disappoint the majority of the 
Afghan people. He appealed to the 
warring parties to demonstrate the 
spirit of compromise, understand- 
ing and constructive approach in 
their talks. 

Responding to a question, he 
said the UN would send the human 
rights investigators and monitors 
• to Afghanistan, as soon as the secu- 
rity conditions in that coimtry per- 
mitted, to investigate into the mas- 
sacres pf the Afghan rivals in 1997 
and 1998 in Northern Afghanistan, 
and to keep a watch through moni- 
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tors on human rights conditions 
under the present Afghan regime. 

He also made a passionate 
appeal to the governments in the 
neighbourhood of Afghanistan to 
encourage the talks for restoration 
of a durable peace between the 
rival Afghan factions. He urged 
all outside governments and 
sources to implement the recom- 
mended UN arms embargo and 
stop supplies to the belligerent 
parties. 

The UN envoy conceded that no 
new formida had been set by the 
UN for the coming talks and assert- 
ed that there was neither a hidden 
agenda nor were there any of UN's 
own objectives except peace, in 
persuading the Afghan rivals to 
resume talks. 

He also conceded that the 
Americans sought the Arab million- 
aire fugitive Osjama bin Laden but 
asserted that Washington was also 
interested in Afghanistan settle- 
ment. 

It should not obstruct the two 
sides to restmae peace talks without 
any pre-set agenda, the UN envoy 
said. He emphasized that it was 
important that the Afghan rivals 
should resume talks across the 
table and exchange views and 
thoughts. 

He hoped that the Afghan par- 
ties would themselves set the agen- 
da for talks and insisted that the 
Afghan representatives should join 
the parleys with open mind and. 
without prejudices. 

He, however, recalled that there 
existed several suggestions and 
proposals which had been brought 
forth for ending hostilities 
and restoring a negotiated peaceful 
settlement over the years in 
UN debates on Afghanistan issue. 
They should be useful to promote 
the Ashkhabad talks, he hoped. 
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Afghan 
peace talks 
today 



ASHKHABAD, March 9: TaUban 
officials and representatives of the 
Afghan opposition arrived here on 
Tuesday for extended peace talks, 
Turkmenistan's foreign ministry 
said. 

The high-level talks are sched- 
uled to start on Wednesday and last 
up to four days, twice as long as the 
previous talks the two sides held 
here in early February, a foreign 
ministry spokesman told AFP. 

Diplomats based in this Central 
Asian republic, which borders 
Afghanistan, said they were opti- 
mistic that these high-level negotia- 
tions would produce steps toward 
peace, but said there would proba- 
bly be no definitive agreement 
reached here. 

"By itself, it*s a positive thing 
that they are talking to each other,'* 
one diplomat, who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity, told AFP. 

UN special envoy Lakhdar 
Brahimi said last week that the 
Ashkhabad talks' were the last 
chance for the two sides to make 
peace before the temptation of a 
spring offensive presents itself. 

The Taliban delegation will be 
led by a senior official, Wakil 
Ahmad, while Yunuous Qanooni 
and Abdullah will represent the 
opposition alliance, Brahimi said 
last week. 

Ahmad told the Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) in Islamabad before 
leaving for the talks that "we will 
focus on a ceasefire and exchange 
of prisoners, but we are ready to 
talk on all matters." 

Asked whether the Taliban team 
would be willing to discuss a role 
for the opposition in government, 
Ahmad said it was "right that all 
matters should be addressed. 

"We want sincere talks at Ash- 
khabad," the Taliban official said. 

Turkmen Foreign Minister Boris 
Shikhmuradov, who visited Taliban 
chief Mullah Mohammad Omar in 
Kandahar last week just before the 
talks were announced, is also 
expected to attend the negotiations, 
a foreign ministry spokesman said. 

During the previous two-day 
peace talks on February 10-11, the 
two sides discussed exchanging 
prisoners, a ceasefire and the make- 
up of a post-war administration to 
rule the country, the diplomat said. 

Turkmenistan is a natural choice 
for the sides to meet since the for- 
mer Soviet republic has maintained 
a policy of neutrality with both 
sides in the Afghan war. 



Afghans upbeat as 1st 
round of talks ends 



ASHKHABAD, March 11: The 
Taliban and opposition forces start- 
ed peace talks here on Thursday 
for finding a political settiement to 
Afghanistan's civil war. 

"The start of the talks between 
the senior delegations clearly 
demonstrates the shared willing- 
ness of both sides to search for a 
political settlement through face- 
to-face negotiations," the two sides 
said in a statement. 

The three-member Taliban dele- 
gation was led by Wakil Ahmad, a 
close aide to Taliban chief MuUa 
Mohammad Omar, and the opposi- 
tion representatives were headed 
by Mohammad Younus Qanooni. 

The two leaders met privately for 
sometime on Thursday morning, 
Andrew Tesoriere, acting head of 
the United Nations special mission 
to Afghanistan (UNSMA) who facil- 
itated the talks, told journalists. 

The atmosphere after the first 
four-and-a-half hours of talks was 
"friendly, smiles and sincerity," 
Tesoriere said. 

The two sides -— seven men in all 
— walked through the shady 
Botanical Gardens together before 
sitting across a table from each 
other and chatting about the 
weather for several minutes in the 
presence of journalists. 

Tesoriere declined to say what 
the two sides planned to discuss 
behind closed doors nor how long 



the talks would last. 

Both sides came to the negotiat- 
ing table without any pre-condi- 
tions or a pre-arranged agenda, the 
statement said. 

Although some critics say the 
Taliban are holding the peace talks 
to improve their image worldwide, 
Tesoriere was more upbeat. 

"I think they are significant and 
that significance is reflected in the 
seniority of all the leaders of the 
two delegations," he said. 

Tesoriere declined to say how 
these talks would affect upcoming 
six-plus-two negotiations by 
Pakistan, China, Iran, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan and 
the United States and Russia. 

Those talks are scheduled to be 
held in the Uzbek capital Tashkent 
sometime this spring. 

But, he said, "if (these) talks go 
well, if they prosper, they will 
clearly have an impact on other 
events." 

Last month, representatives from 
both sides met for two days in 
Turkmenistan, where they report- 
edly discussed a ceasefire, prisoner' 
exdiange and post-war administra- 
tion. Turkmenistan has remained 
neutral throughout the conflict 
between the Taliban militia and 
opposition forces. Turkmen 
Foreign Minister Boris Shikhmur- 
adov played a role in bringing the 
sides to the table.— AFP 
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Taliban, Opposition begin 
talks in Turkmenistan 



ASHGABAD (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
ruling Taliban and Opposition forces 
started peace talks in neighboring 
Turkmenistan Thursday aimed at find- 
ing a political settlement to a civil war 
now more than two decades old. 

'The start of the talks between the 
senior delegations clearly demonstrates 
the shared willingness of both sides to 
search for a political settlement through 
face-io-face negotiations,' the two sides 
said in a statement. 

The three-member Taliban delega- 
tion was led by Wakil Ahmad, a close 
aide to Taliban chief Mulla Muhammad 
Omar, and the opposition representa- 
tives were headed by Mohammad 
Younus Qanooni. 

The two leaders met privately for 
some time Thursday morning, Andrew 
Tesoriere, acting head of the United 
Nations special mission to Afghanistan 
(UNSMA) who facilitated the talks, told 
journalists. 

The atmosphere after the first four 
and a half hours of talks was 'friendly, 
smiles and sincerity,' Tesoriere said. 

The two sides — seven men in all — 
walked through the shady Botanical 
Gardens together before sitting across a 



table from eaclK)ther and chatting about 
the weather for several minutes in the 
presence of journalists. 

Tesoriere declined to say what the 
two sides planned to discuss behind 
closed doors nor how long the talks 
would last. 

Both sides came to the negotiating 
table without any preconditions or a 
prearranged agenda, the statement said. 

The Taliban militia swept through 
Afghanistan in 1996, seized Kabul and 
extended its control over some 80 per 
cent of the country, only to be thwarted 
by a northern alliance of tactions sup- 
porting military strongman Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

Although some critics say the Taliban 
only is holding the peace talks to im- 
prove its image worldwide, Tesoriere 
was more upbeat. 

'I think they are significant and that 
significance is reflected in the seniority 
of all the leaders of the two delega- 
tions,' he said. 

Tesoriere declined to say how these 
talks would affect upcoming six-plus- 
two negotiations by Afghanistan's 
neighbors China, Iran, Pakistan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 



Uzbekistan and the United States and 
Russia. 

Those talks are scheduled to be held 
in the Uzbek, capital Tashkent some- 
time this spring. 

But, he said, 'if (these) talks go well, 
if they prosper, they will clearly have an 
impact on other events.' 

Last month, representatives from both 
sides met for two days in Turkmenistan, 
where they reportedly discussed a cease- 
fire, prisoner exchange and post-war 
administration. Turkmenistan has re- 
mained neutral throughout the conflict 
between the Taliban militia and opposi- 
tion forces. 

Turkmen Foreign Minister Boris 
Shikhmuradov played a role in bringing 
the sides to the table after visiting the 
opposition forces in Dushanbe. 
Tajikistan, and Taliban chief Omar in 
Kandahar, the base of the Islamic mili- 
tia in southern Afghanistan, last week. 

Turkmenistan, a former Soviet re- 
public of 4.5 million with a wealth of 
natural gas resources, is keen for peace 
in the region so that it can build a gas 
export pipeline through Afghanistan to 
Pakistan. The talks were expected to 
continue Thursday. 



Opposition says talks 
with Taliban positive 



KABUL, March 6: The anti- 
Taliban northern alliance on 
Saturday described its forthcoming 
talks with Taliban in Turkmenistan 
as a positive step and hoped the 
meeting would focus on finding a 
peaceful settlement. 

The UN-sponsored talks at 
Ashkabad on March 10 should have 
a broad agenda topped by a peace- 
ful solution to the Afghan crisis! in 
its "entirety," opposition 
spokesman Mohammad Yunus 
Qanooni said. 

"As far as we are concerned, we 
are optimistic and we welcome the 
Ashkabad meeting as a positive 
step," Qanooni said. 

Both sides shotdd enter the talks 
with "sincerity, resoluteness and 
authority" to take decisions, he 
added. 

The peace talks wiU be attended 
by Qanooni and another northern 
alliance official, Abdullah, with 
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senior Taliban officials Wakil 
Ahmad and Maulvi Abdul Jalil rep- 
resenting the Taliban. 

He said it would be coimterpro- 
ductive if the Taliban insisted on 
restricting the agenda to the 
exchange of prisoners and cease- 
fires. 

"Our people do not like us to talk 
once again on a temporary cease- 
fire and a prisoner swap," he said, 
stressing the need for a political 
settlement to achieve permanent 
peace. 

Taliban officials have reportedly 
said that the Ashkabad meeting 
would discuss only issues of prison- 
ers and ceasefire, Qanooni said. 

"We do not have anything offi- 
cially. This is what we have learnt 
from the media," he said. 

The Ashkabad meeting follows 
reports that both sides were fever 
ishly preparing for a new rovmd oj 
spring fighting.— AFP 
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Both sides agree to continue talks after Eid, releasi 

Wan, Alliance St 
power-sharing deal 
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ASHGABAD (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
Taliban and opposition forces an- 
nounced a landmark deal at peace talks 
Sunday, agreeing to share power in a 
coalition government and to seek a de- 
finitive truce to end two decades of civil 
war. 

After three days of peace talks in the 
Turkmen capital, Taliban negotiator 
Wakil Ahmad and opposition represent- 
ative Mohanmiad Younus Qanooni told 
journalists they had agreed to share 
power in the executive, legislative and 
judicial branches of government, 

Both sides would release 20 prison- 
ers each as soon as possible through the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross, the negotiators said, adding they 
would reconvene peace talks in Afghan- 
istan itself after the Eidul Azha in two 
weeks. 

At the next round of talks, both sides 
will seek to forge a formal truce to end 
years of fighting in the north of the 
country, the officials said at a press con- 
ference held jointly with a JJN media- 
tor. *As tht result of the atmosphere of 
the talks and confidence that has already 
been created between the sides that 
gives me optimism and we are hoping 
to have a permanent ceasefire when we 
have the next round of talks,' Qanooni 
said. 



The Taliban's Wakil said the Ashga- 
bad talks gave his side *good expecta- 
tions' that a permanent ceasefire could 
be possible after the next round. 

*We have a number of similarities 
between the two sides and I am glad that 
we have agreed on part of the agenda 
we had for our meeting,' he said. 

The talks were launched Thursday 
under the aegis of the United Nations, 
which had already brought the warring 
sides to the negotiation table for an in- 
conclusive round of talks on February 
10-11. 

Andrew Tesoriere, the acting head of 
the United Nations' special mission to 
Afghanistan, said Sunday that the agree- 
ments marked a significant break- 
through. 

*These talks we sincerely hope mark 
a watershed because they address not 
only confidence-building measures but 
also fundamental issues regarding the 
future of Afghanistan,' the official said. 

The agenda for the next round of talks 
has not been set, but Qanooni said he 
expected the technical details of the new 
united government to be discussed and 
special task forces to be created to im- 
plement further decisions. 

Once a decision on the details of the 
new government is reached, then a per- 
manent ceasefire can be implemented. 



the two sides said.|f( 

A source close ^^e negotiations said 
Sunday's agreenrofe were monumen- 
tal and could pr^de the mqmentuin 
necessary for a de&iitive settlement to 
the civil war whichlfes ravaged Afghan- 



istan for two dec 

The Taliban enie; 
years of war in 19^1 
the capital Kabul^ 
since been thw 



ascendant fr6m 
^hen they seized 
fi^eir advance has 
a northern alli- 



ance of factions stj|>]^orting military 
strongman Ahmad Sn^ Masood. 

Low-level fightjjS^;^ typical during 
colder weather, is^r^rtedly currently 
continuing in Afgljiftpbtan. 

Both sides accented* the trust built 
between the two fiblions during the 
talks, which were coj^llucted in a spirit 
of * sincerity, niutual j^pect and frank- 
ness,' according to a Joint statement. ^ 

*We have had nejg<^ations and talks ^ 
in the past, but indeed' this is the first^j 
time we have been able to create an at- 
mosphere of trust and have been able'; 
to take a step forwar^J^for a political § 
solution of the Afghrf^ghtmg,' Qa-/ 
nooni said. , - }, 

The talks were held in Ashgabad's ^' 
Botanical Gardens in the former Soviet i 
republic of Turkmenistam, which sits on 
Afghanistan's northern border and has 
remained neutral in the conflict. 
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Afghans cautious 
over talks future 



By Hasan Akhtar 

ISLAMABAD March 15: Rashid Dostum or Abdul MaUk", process. AU in all, there are gener- 
Although most Afghans, living in all with strong ethnic roots in ally believed to be a large number 
Pakistan, are watching with hope adjoining Central Asian States, Mr of issues and lack of genuine trust 
the encouraging initial results of Husain is reported to have and confidence between the rivals, 
the Ashkhabad talks between observed. which apparently hinder or 
Taliban and its rival northern Another Pakistan-based Afghan obstruct any real and meaningful 
alliance, several important Afghan figure, Mohammad Yaqub progress towards a durable settle- 
figures within Afghanistan and out- Sharaf at, is reported to have said ment in Afghanistan, 
side have expressed caution in pre- though the news from Ashkhabad This is also unclear whether the 
dieting the future course of the was received by Afghan refugees two sides have abandoned altogeth- 
talks. in the NWFP with "reUef and joy", er their previous format for a set- 

The parleys held from March 11 "it is yet too early to predict what tlement adopted last year under 

to 14, between the ruling Taliban the future has in store; a host of the UN, which sought to follow 

militia leaders and a four-man del- highly intricate issues remamed to Afghans' conventional method of 

egation from the northern ethnic be decided and resolved". calling a Loi Jirga at which ail 

minoriries' groups, were said to Apparently having in mind the major Afghan elements and groups 

have been both intensive and ethnic minorities' aspiration for are invited to join efforts for reach- 

extensive in nature. The discus- acquiring autonomy in their own ing major decisions concermng the 

sions were held in a quiet ren- areas in the northi Mohammad rule and governance of their coun- 

dezvous on the outskirtis of the Yunus Qanooni, who led the north- try. , „ , . 

Turkmenistan's capital dty, in the emers delegation to the. tialks, is Some other informed Pakistani 

presence of acting head of the UN quoted to have said «the alliance and Afghan political observers 

special mission to Afghanistan, (of northern ethnics) was pushing assert that while the Ashkhabad 

i^drew Tesoniere. for power sharing along ethnic talks are underway, foreign power- 

A UN statement on Sunday stat- lines as opposed to poUtical lines brokers m the region and, m no 

ed that the agenda, agreed for dis- upheld by tH^ majority Pashtoonl small measure, the Western ele- 

cussions by the two sidW, com- people. ments, principally the United 

prised: (a) a broad-based govern- Taliban have repeatedly! States, have not ceased to seek 

ment; (b) elections; (c) a possible affirmed that Afghanistan wouldj accommodation of then: own strate- 

ceasefire and (d) release of prison- be retained as a political entity, gic and economic mterests m what- 

ers • ruHng out any autonomous status ever solution of the Afghan 

At the end of the inconclusive to its provinces, particularly along imbrogUo is eventuaUy hammered 

talks which may hopefully be the ethnic or reUgious lines^ fear- out under the auspices of the 

reconvened at a date to be decided ing that it would open floodgates to Umted Nations, 

later, the two sides reportedly active foreign intervention in 

agreed (in principle) to a shared Afghanistan from adjoining nAWM 

legislature, a token exchange of 20 Central Asian states and even Iran. vv A.^ 

prisoners from each side as soon as Some other sticking issues left 

possible and to hold the next round undecided for the moment, include ^ p 

of talksinAf^anistan. a ceasefire between the rival forces 

A Pakistan-based Afghan poUti- who are reported to be already 

eal figure, once a key official in for- preparing to open massive spnng 

mer premier Gulbudin Hekmatyar offensive on each other with the 

regime, Mangal Husain is quoted winter on the wane. Escalation in 

to have predicted "fireworks" fighting could occur any time and 

when the talks resume, asserting could adopt unpredictable degree 

that he believed Taliban would of violence as had been seen in the 

find it difficult to concede govern- past 10 years, 

ment roles to many opposition fig- It is also left undeaded even m 

uj-es vague terms, what mode of electing 

"The holy people wiU find it dif- a "shared" legislature would be 

ficult if they include men like adopted. Same applies to the judi- 

Burhanuddin Rabbani, ciary and the system of judicial 
Commander Ahmad Shah Masoud 
and Uzbek warlords such as Abdul 
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Afghan factions clash 
despite peace accord 



;^ ISLAMABAD: Afghanistan's Taliban 
H militia and troops loyal to rival com- 
^ mander Alimad Shah Masood have 
«^ fought battles in Parwan province 
north of Kabul, five days after reach- 
^ ing an accord to negotiate a peaceful 
settientent of their conflict, a report 
5 said here Thursday, 
q Quoting an unidentified anti-Tal- 

^ iban alliance spokesman, the private 
^ Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) informa- 
tion service said the clashes occurred 
late Wednesday in the Ghorband val- 
ley after the dominant militia 
launched an attack capturing two 
posts. 

The spokesman said Masood's 
troops in a counter-offensive regained 
the posts Thursday, it added. 

The rival troops were engaged in 
an exchange of taiik and artillery fire 
around the nearby Masood-held town 
of Jababul Siny, AIP said. 

Several soldiers on both sides had 
been killed and wounded in the 
clashes, it said. 

The clashes followed Sunday's 
UN-mediated agreement between the 
Taliban and opposition representa- 



tives in the IXirkmen capital of Ashk- 
abad. The two sides had agreed in 
principle to set up a shared executive, 
judiciary and legislature, as well as to 
work out details at future negotia- 
tions. 

UN officials have said the next 
round of talks is likely in April in 
Kabul at UN premises. 

Analysts have expressed scepti- 
cism about the negotiations leading to 
a final settlement of the 20-year 
Afghan chol war as the Taliban, con- 
trolling about 90 percent of the coun- 
try, were reluctant to form a coalition 
government. 

Taliban chief negotiator Wakil 
Ahmad said in Kabul on return from 
Ashkabad that the agreement did not 
mean a coalition government would 
be established in Mghanistan.^ 

He also said the question of lead- 
ership had ah-eady been decided by 
the Taliban in a principled way and 
wa$ not a subject for bargaining. 

The Taliban have proclaimed 
Afghanistan an Islamic emirate, with 
its chief Mulla Mohammad Omar as 
rulet— AFP 



Infighting 
claims 36 
lives in Kabul 



ISLAMABAD, March 3: At least 
36 opposition men, including four 
prominent commanders, were 
killed and eight others injured in a 
clash near the frontline along old 
Kabul highway on Wednesday, 
reports Bakhtar news agency. 

The Afghan government had set 
up a military council close to the 
frontline along Kabul old highway 
and during a meeting of the coim- 
cil, commander Raz Mohammad 
and his supporters criticized the 
nefarious activities of the council 
and decided to part ways with it 
and join the Taliban. 

The dissociation of Raz Moham- 
mad and differences in the council 
resulted in a fierce clash. In the 
clash, all the four opposition com- 
manders and their 32 armed 
accomplices were killed.— NNI 
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US-Talibaii uneasy talks 



HONG KONG-As Kabul was about 
to fall to the Mujahideen seven years 
ago, China locked up its embassy and 
ended all official contact with Afghani- 
stan. But the two sides moved towards 
detente in early February, when five 
senior Chinese diplomats arrived in 
Kabul for talks with the ruling Taliban. 
After the encounter, the Chinese an- 
nounced they had agreed to start direct 
flights between Kabul and Urumqi, the 
capital of the troubled Xinjiang Uighur 
Autonomous Region, and open formal 
trade ties with the Taliban, says a re- 
port in Far Eastern Economic Review. 

The first public Chinese contact with 
the Taliban alarmed India, which is 
nervous about Chinese influence in 
South Asia. It also took Western gov- 
ernments by surprise; they have 
shunned the extreme Islamic funda- 
mentalist movement due to its repres- 
sive treatment of women and its har- j 
bouring of alleged terrorist Osama bin ; 
Laden. But analysts say that the Chi- 
nese visit was driven primarily by prag- 
matism and does not signal a strategic 
shift in Beijing's attitude towards the 
Afghan leadership. 

Western and Pakistani diplomats say 
the contact is an attempt by Beijing to 
stem the flow into Xinjiang of two 
unwanted Taliban exports: cheap heroin 
and Islamic fundamentalism. The drugs 
which enter via Afghanistan' s Wakhan 
Corridor and supply routes through 
Pakistan, feed a growing addiction 
problem in China. Even more worry- 
ing, Taliban-style fundamentalism is 
fuelling the Uighur Muslim separatist 
movement in Xinjiang ~ a movement' 
Beijing now admits poses a serious 
threat to national security. 

"We believe that the Taliban or those 
close to them have akeady carved out 
drug routes into Xinjiang," said a sen- 
ior adviser to the Chinese Foreign Min- 
istry at the World Economic Forum in 
Davos in early February . "Afghanistan 
is now the world's largest supplier of 
heroin, and drug addiction is a growing 
problem in China." 

The Chinese visit to Kabul was 
prompted by requests from Pakistan 
China's oldest and closest ally in Asia 
and one of only three governments that 
recognise the Taliban. (Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates also rec- 
ognise the movement.) Pakistan has 
been trying to convince Beijing that the 
Taliban, to which it gives substantial 
military and financial aid, are willing 
to clamp down on die drug trade and 
have no desire to fund or support Is- 
lamic Uighurs in their fight for inde- 
pendence. "We urged China and the 
Taliban to establish formal contacts so 
that their mutual mistrust can be elimi- 
nated," says a Pakistani diplomat. *The 
Taliban pose a threat to nobody and 
want the best of relations with China." 



That's just what New Delhi is afraid 
of. **From the point of view of India, 
this is cause for concern since now - 
assuming that the news of the flight is 
correct - Pakistan, China and the 
Taliban together will form a sort of 
alliance against the country," says P.R. 
Chari, an analyst at the New Delhi- 
based Institute of Peace and Conflict 
Studies. India has charged that the 
Taliban are aiding Islamic sepmtists 
in Kashmir. 

China has said it will not decide on 
official recognition of the Taliban gov- 
ernment, which controls 80 per cent of 
Afghanistan, until the United Nations 

determines its position on the issue. . 
The Chinese announcement, which was 
light on details and ikcked a timetable, 
is nonetheless a furst step toward closer 
ties. A Western ambassador in 
Islamabad say s China is hoping that by 
holding out the prospect of improved 
relations, the Taliban, who are desper- 
ate for recognition from the interna- 
tional community, will clamp down on 
drug runners and cut off support for 
ethnic Uigurs in Xinjiang. 

The Taliban have used profits from 
the drug trade to finance their opera- 
tions and Chinese officials fear Uighur 
separatists could do the same. Uighur 

Islamic militants have long been stu- 
dents of Afghan rebels. They have 
trained and fought with the Afghan 
Mujahideen since 1 986. Many Uighurs 
also study in Islamic schools, or 
madrassas, run by the Taliban. After 
the movement's conquest of most of 
Afghanistan in 1998, it inherited those 
Uighurs still in the country as well as 
links to a number of Uighur groups m 
Xinjiang. Western intelligence sources 
say Uighur militants also have ties with 
bin Laden, whom the United States 
wants in connection with the bombing 
of two US Embassies in Africa last 
y^. Bin Laden had holed up in south- 

' em Afghanistan for months before flee- 
ing his sanctuary on February 1 2, fear- . 
ing a second US missile strike on his 
camp. 

Huge quantities of consumer goods, 
foodstuffs and heroin are smuggled 
across the border between Afghanistan 
and China. Western intelligence offi- - 
cials say almost all of the arms and 
explosives Uighurs used in recent at- 
tacks on Chmese security forces have 
also come from Afghanistan. 

Such attacks have increased in the 
past 12 months and unrest in Xinjiang 
has spread. For the first time in years, 
Chinese officials now admit there is a 



crisis. "Xinjiang is special in that it is 
the constant target of separatists both 
inside and outside the country," 
Xinjiang Communist Party chief Wang 
Cequan was quoted as saying in the 
Xinjiang Daily on January 22. In the 
article, Wang admitted that widespread 
corruption and rising crime rates were 
threatening social stability in the re- 
gion. 

The most serious recent incident oc-i 
curred in Urumqi on February 12. Ac-; 
cording to the Hong Koqg-based Infor- , 
mation Centre for Human Rights and- 
Democracy in China, five Uighurs were' 
injured and 150 others arrested after^ 
Uighur youths shouting pro-independ-I 
ence slogans clashed with police. The 
Chinese Press did not report the inci- 
dent. 

In early January, 29 MusHm mili- 
tants were arrested in Xinjiang for al- 
legedly masterminding anti-govern- 
ment riots in February 1997 in Yining^ 
a city north of Urumqi near the byrder 
with Kazakhstan. Two of the militants, 
were executed on January 28. Duringl 
the violent riots, demonstrators had. 
called for the formation of an inde- 
pendent Islamic state. Yining is still; 
simmering and in early February some- 
9,000 armed police drawn from Peo- 
ple's Liberation Army infantry divi- 
sions were sent to the city of 300,000*^ 
people to tighten security. - 

Amnesty International issued a state-^ 
ment in early February alleging thaC 
Chinese officials arbitrarily arrested^, 
and tortured large numbers of Uighurs 
between April and September 1998 for ; 
supporting Uighur separatists or en-^ 
couraglng fundamentalism. The For- * 
eign Ministry termed the statement" 
"baseless and irresponsible." 

The Uighur opposition, however,- 
remains split between supporters of • 
secular nationalism and proponents of 
Islamic fundamentalism. Beijing is*' 
aware that a further clampdown orT' 
Uighurs could lead to greater politicah; 
andreligious tension. But it fears that if^ 
it relaxes its grip. Islamic fundamental- 
ism could spread. In the meantime, 
China is attempting to mollify one 
source of trouble - the Taliban. 
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Continuing Afghan 

impasse 



THE apparent failure of 
Lakhdar Brahimi's latest attempt 
at a breakthrough in the Afghan 
impasse is only to be deeply 
regretted. The continuing turmoil 
in the strife-torn coimtry directly 
affects the whole region, includ- 
ing Pakistan. When the UN's spe- 
cial envoy relaimched earlier this 
mont]b;{his efforts for peace in 
Afglumistan, there were expecta- 
tions that the path may have 
been cleared for creating a work- 
ablfe, representative mechanism 
for Af^anistan's governance, 
j It is now apparent that these 
hopes were ill-foimded. The pro- 
|)Osal for a six-plus-two confer- 
ence in Tashkent has been on the 
cards for some time. This envis- 
ages the participation of 
Afghanistan's neighbours plus ^e 
TJS and Russia. But without some 
understanding among the various 
;^ghan groups locked in a civil 
' war, an international conference 
might not be able to achieve 
much. Hence Mr Brahimi has 
been making contacts with lead- 
ers of the Afghan factions in 
Kabul as well as in Peshawar on 
the formation of a broad-based 
government in Kabul. He has 
come up against considerable 
despondency amongst the non- 
TaUban Afghan leaders who have 
shown more flexibility in their 
attitude. The Taliban have, how- 
ever, rigidly refused to work with 
Afghan elements other than those 
closely aligned with them. A 
negotiated settlement between 
the Taliban leadership and the 



other Afghan leaders on a broad- 
based set-up in Kabul, therefore, 
seems to be out of the question 
for the present. 

Not unexpectedly, Mr Brahimi 
has expressed his deep disap- 
pointment at the Taliban leader- 
ship's rigidity on the question. Its 
refusal to accommodate its rivals 
in an interim arrangement will 
ensure the perpetuation of the 
confrontationist politics in 
Afghanistan which has been 
underpinned with armed conflict. 
It is all very well for the Taliban 
to maintain that they do not see 
the point in sharing power with 
factions which have already been 
defeated in the prolonged war- 
fare. But the other groups are not 
a vanquished force. Without some 
accommodation between them 
and the Taliban, Afghanistan will 
not -see peace. Neither will the 
prevailing state of affairs help 
restore stability to the region. 
The one redeeming feature is 
that the Taliban government has 
agreed to the return of- the UN 
assistance groups for the rehabili- 
tation of the war-ravaged coimtry 
and has guaranteed their securi- 
ty. It is conceivable that the UN 
could consider extending de facto 
recognition to the government in 
power in Kabul since it is in actu- 
al control of some 90 per cent of 
the country. However, any such 
recognition must come about only 
with the Kabul regime agreeing 
to the establishment of a mecha- 
nism for inducting a broad-based 
government. 
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Taliban in a bind 

I 

over Osama 
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KHAGREZ (Afghanistan): Hidden 
within the grey mountains that rise 
behind a hamlet of opimn farmers 
lies a forgotten guerilla base that 
was the first port of call for Osama 
Bin Laden, when he returned to the 
life of a hunted fugitive. Khagrez, 80 
kilometres north of Kandahar, is at 
the end of a dirt track that snakes 
across the desert and past villages 
where the people paint their alle- 
giances on their mud walls: "Death 
to America, death to Iran". 

"The people of Osama came 
here," says Nabi Mohammed, the 
local miller. "It was clear to all of 
us; everyone in the village knew." 
For four years, Washington's prime 
suspect in the bombing of its 
African embassies last July and the 
target of bounty hunters hungry for 
the $5 million price on his head, 
had found a refuge in the southern 
Afghan city of Kandahar. The city, 
a desert fortress of mud-brick 
smothered by giant clouds of dust, 
is the headquarters of the Taliban. 

On February 10, the Taliban 
orchestrated the departure of the 
man the United States calls its pub- 
lic enemy number one. In a village 
where one of the few signs of 
modernity is the battery cells in the 
local bazaar, nearly everybody in 
Khagrez has heard about Osama*s 
disappearance, via the Taliban's 
Radio Shariat. Few are convinced. 

"The radio says he is gone from 
Afghanistan, but how can we 
know?" Mr Nabi says. "Some say he 
is in Khagrez, and some say he is in 
Islamdara" — the abandoned 
Mujahideen base deep within the 
mountains. 

Officially, the Taliban have dis- 
claimed any knowledge of Mr Bin 
Laden's whereabouts since 
announcing his disappearance on 
February 13, but they are adamant 
they did not force him to leave to 
prevent a repetition of last August's 
US cruise missile attack in eastern 
Afghanistan. 

"We have no information about 
him; we have no information 
whether he is alive. Also, we did 
not order him to leave the territory 
of the Afghans," says Mullah 
Mohammed Omar who is the 
Taliban's supreme spiritual authori- 
ty- 

Despite the Taliban professions 
of surprise, the dissident Saudi's 
disappearance was carefully 
planned. Late one night, about two 
weeks earlier, a convoy of 20 4x4s 
and other heavy vehicles sped over 
the dirt tracks leading to the base. 
Local people say the cars carried 
Arab passengers, construction 
materials and other provisions to 
prepare the base for Osama's 
arrival. 



By Suzanne Goldenberg 

Three days before his disappear- 
ance, the Taliban authorities 
entrusted him to the care of 10 of 
their own men, and charged them 
with speeding him to his next 
refuge. 

In the small bazaar of Khagrez, 
the heavy scent of cumin — the 
area's sole crop apart from opium 
— hangs heavy in the air and rises 
to the mud roof of the tea Jiouse 
where the village elders are bask- 
ing in one of the first fine days of 
spring. During the early 1980s, 
Khagrez was of strategic impor- 
tance to the Mujahideen, who were 
fighting against the Soviet occupa- 
tion. 

Four months ago Mullah Ghulam 
Dastagir, a local commander with 
the Hizbe Islami faction which 
Osama fought alongside from 1983, 
was placed in charge of the village 
by the Taliban. Mr Dastagir has a 
worldliness that is unusual among 
Afghan villagers, who are largely 
-illiterate. He holds the villagers in 
awe as he talks against 
Washington's determination to 
bring Osama Bin Laden to trial in 
the US. 

"Clinton is the enemy of all the 
Muslims around the world — not 
just Afghans," he tells his audience. 
"He is killing Muslims every- 
where." When the I^ussians 
destroyed the Hizbe base they 
dropped hundreds of mines from 
helicopters over the mountains, and 
it would take a man with a good 
knowledge of the mountains — an 
opium smuggler or a seasoned 
fighter — to lead any fugitive 
through such hostile terrain. 

Mr Dastagir, like the Taliban 
leadership in Kandahar, professes 
ignorance about Osama Bin Laden's 
whereabouts. "He is gone from the 
country, nobody has seen him." But 
he adds: "If we keep him and some- 
one finds him, then that would 
make the Taliban look like liars 
and it would not be good for the 
future of the country." 

In Kandahar, the authorities say 
they have no idea why Osama Bin 
Laden left at this time. His depar- 
ture came within two weeks of a 
meeting wjth the American under 
secretary of state, Karl Inderfurth, 
who delivered the most strenuous 
warning yet to the Afghan authori- 
ties over sheltering Osama. 

"Osama Bin Laden is a sensitive 
person, so he disappeared at a sen- 
sitive time, as is his nature," says 
Mr Omar's main conduit to the 
world, Maulvi Wakil Ahmad 
Mutawakil. Although Mr 
Mutawakil says Washington set no 
deadline for Mr Bin Laden's surren- 
der, and made no explicit threat, 
the Afghan regime had serious 



apprehensions about fresh missile 
attacks. 

"If you look at the past action 
against Afghanistan, we don't think 
it is strange that America will 
attack us. Unfortunately, it's our 
fate in Afghanistan that everyone 
attacks us," he says. 

Officially the Taliban are uncon- 
vinced by the American claim that 
Osama Bin Laden masterminded 
the embassy bombings, claiming 
that Washington ignored repeated 
requests to present their evidence 
so that the Taliban could try him in 
Afghanistan. 

Two Fridays after Osama Bin 
Laden's disappearance, the imam 
at Kandahar's main mosque told 
the faithful: "The (infidels) would 
not let us keep him. He is a Muslim, 
he is a good man, and we should 
protect him." 

'But ordinary Kandaharis display 
little affection for the man or for 
his Arab disciples, who have been a 
regular feature in Kandahar for the 
last few years. 

"I asked an Arab once, *Why 
don't you fix the roads?' and he 
said, It is good for you to live this 
way. If we make you people too 
content, you will not want to wage 
jihad'," says Ghulam Mohammed, a 
shopkeeper. 

Despite its profession of grati- 
tude to Osama for his role in the 
Afghan jihad, the Tahban have suf- 
fered greatly for clinging to the tra- 
ditions of hospitality. An interna- 
tional pariah — abandoned by the 
United Nations and aid agencies 
since last summer — the Taliban 
are desperate for international 
recognition, and starved of funds. 

Though the war is confined to a 
few northern provinces, the last few 
months have seen the black market 
rate of the Afghani against the dol- 
lar fall from 26,000 to 44,000. 
Earher this year, the TaUban tried 
to raise the cost of electricity eight- 
fold — but were forced to back 
down in the face of protests. Other 
taxes have doubled. 

Osama Bin Laden's fabled wealth 
make such burdens even harder to 
bear. Although the Saudi has built 
military hospitals for the inner cir- 
cle of the Taliban, and mosques, he 
has extended little in the way of 
practical help to, ordinary Afghans. 

"Our heart is not happy with 
Russia or America," a teacher in 
Kandahar says. "We are not happy 
with Bin Laden either, but we have 
to look out for our survival. The 
assistance of Bin Laden is not going 
to civiUan people ^ that is going in 
another pocket. But the missiles of 
the Americans will land on our poor 
people for everyone to see." — 
Dawn/The Guardian Neivs Service. 




Afghan women oppose 



refugees 



By SYED BUKHAR SHAH 
PESHAWAR - More than 30 
Afghan women from different 
refugee camps have unanimously 
opposed the government direc- 
tives, saying that they would stay 
in Pakistan till the establishment 
of a strong and stable govern- 
ment in Afghanistan. 

"We have no faith in the war- 
ring factions; There is no securi- 
ty of lives and properties. There 
is no justice with the human be- 
ing in Afghanistan and all the in- 
ternational agencies including 
the United Nations have adopted 
silence over the fate of the inno- 
cent Afghans," said an Uzbek 
Afghan lady while narrating her 
ordeal to the UN representative 
on Human Rights, Kamal 
Hussain. 

She said that the government 
of Pakistan should find out a per- 
manent solution to the Afghan 
crisis and pave way for the estab- 
lishment of national government 
in Afghanistan so that the bil- 
lions of Afghan refugees could 
return and lead a respectable life 
there. Without having a proper 
system in Afghanistan, the 
refugees could not be forced to 
leave Pakistan, she added. 

The Afghan women gathered 
lit the office of the Afghan 
Women Council in Peshawar 
were in fact referring towards the 
fresh directives of the provincial 
government asking them to va- 
cate their houses before Eid-ul- 
Azha, with the warning that ac- 
tion would be taken against them 
if they failed to obey the orders. 
The Afghans in Nasir Bagh were 
also warned by the government 
that their luggage and other 
items would be thrown out by 
the police and officials of the 
Peshawar Development 
Authority after Eid-ul-Azha. 

"We have decided to throw 
our children in front of the PDA 
authorities. The PDA tractors 
would have to crush our children 
first to take our luggage out of 



our houses," was the response of 
the Afghan women. "We have 
built these houses in extremely 
difficult conditions and we have 
no courage and resources to 
build such houses in pther ear- 
marked places. We iappeal to the 
government of Pakistan to con- 
sider our genuine problems and 
withdraw the decision. We also 
appeal to the people of Pakistan 
to pressurise the government and 
allow us to stay in^our places till 
the establishment of a suitable 
and stable goyemment in our 

, war-torn country." they added. 

h Majority of the participants 

3 were of the view that the women 
in Afghanistan were the most af- 
fected element of the Afghan cri- 
sis. The women of Afghanistan 
had been losing their fathers, 
brothers; sons and children since 
the Russian invasion on their 
country. The Afghan women suf- 
fered a lot when the Russians en- 
tered their country. After the 
withdrawal of the Russians, 
women again suffered in the 
fighting among the Mujahideen 
groups. The women in 
Afghanistan were forced to mi- 
grate to other parts in their own 
country and majority of them 
visited Ma^ar-i -Sharif, but the 
situation became worse with the 
passage of time. Every married 
woman had more than four chil- 
dren and the way they were treat- 
ed by; the UNHCR and othecinT i 
ternatiorial ^agencies could be ' 

. judged from the tales of those 
experienced troubles themselves. 
It is also difficult for the helpless 
and lone refugee women to live 

i- without male members. They 
have to search for their relatives 
in various cities of Pakistan^ ^ \ 
The woman representatives 
from the Kacha Ghari camp said 
that there \yas no security,, no 
jobs and ro facilities for them 
and they ci>d not understand as to 
who wefe responsible for their 
security. "We managed to build 
our houses in this camp by sell- 



xing our bangles. We faced a lot 
of problems while constructing 
these houses in the camp, but no- 
body is bothered even to listen to 
us now," said one woman. 
Another woman from P^ktia 
province while narrating the 
tragic story of her husband's 
killing at the hands of the 
Russians said that now the 
Taliban were also disgracing the 
women by asking them to go for 
second marriages* No body in 
the civilised world, she said, was 
ready to listen to the complaints 
of the helpless lonely refugee 
women and the Taliban were 
cursing the Afghan women as to 
why they were even talking to 
men. "No body has bothered to 
know as to how I am leading my 
life with my five sisters and two 
children in a single room," she 
complained. 

The educated Afghan women 
from the Herat province were 
critical of the UN role in 
Afghanistan. She said, "We have 
been hearing only news and UN 
reports and nothing else. The UN 
is preparing reports, but it has 
never tried to eliminate the prob- 
lems. The warring factions in 
Afghanistan have the support of 
foreign countries but no western 
or Muslim county has ever 
thought of the innocent people 
uptillnow." 

The chairperson of the Afghan 
Women (Council, Fatana Ishaq 
Gialani, said that the Afghan 
women fully participated with 
their Afghan brothers against the 
Russians, and there were no divi- 
sions in the Afghans. The 
Uzbeks, Tajiks. Pakhtuns and 
Hazaras were all Afghans but 
now the foreign masters had di- 
vided them into different nation- 
alities, she said. "We were happy 
on the ''withdrawal of the 
Russians. We were against war 
and wanted to solve the prob- 
lems by negotiations but still the 
Afghans continued fighting for 
another 10 years after the with- 



plan 



drawal of the Russians. Wl 
raised this issue but no bodyi 
heard us. The warring factionsT 
destroyed their own country WVA 
the Russians. It was more painfur 
when the Afghans started killin 
the Afghans, but the UN onl 
prepared reports," she added. 

Fatana said that the Afgha 
women had rendered sacrifice 
in the Afghan jehad against th. 
Russians, but the most tragic as- 
pect of the crisis was that no 
the Taliban were curbing those 
women. 

The Taliban did nothing t 
ameliorate the lot of the people, 
but continued the war. They had 
banned education, jobs and other 
business for women by issuing aL 
decree, she said, "We have been\ 
asking the Ulema to explain as toy 
whether the Taliban-type of 
Hijab for women is Islamic, but 
no body has ever heard us. W 
are also confused as to what type 
of Islam is this when women are 
denied bread, health facilities, 
education and accommodation, 
she said. The UN. she said, had 
also ignored the women in 
Afghanistan. "We are also 
Muslims. Islam has guaranteed 
our rights. We have always 
solved our problems through jir- 
gas," she added. 

All the Muslim rulers had 
been making tall claims for 
Islam, but not a single impartial 
Muslim country had conveyed a 
conference to discuss the' 
Afghanistan crisis, she com- 
plained. Today under the Talibanl 
rule, she said, even men inx 
Afghanistan had no right to keepV 
their beards according to their 
own wishes. She posed a ques-4 
tion as to whether the men inlx 
Saudi Arabia or other Islamic k 
countries had the Taliban-like 
Islam, and if not, whefher any 
Islamic country had ever thought 
for the people of Afghanistan. 
She said that the Afghans were 
fed up with the 20-year war and 
now the Taliban had snatched 
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Fatjgued by the decades-old war and factional fighting In their motherland the Afghans have put 
their heritage on sale, which attract the buyers at Itwar Bazar. 



'IJSLAMABAD (APP) - Decades of 
-wNdr iMidftunnoil m has 
•forced the Afghans to sell their herit- 
.age and fanvily silver virtually for a song 
ipB the st^e^ of Islamabad. 
V FtH-eipi^ living 4i» Islamabad and 
•tourists whb generfily show special in- 
terest in antiques and old artifacts are 
;ilh« usual custoraesrs. They pay hand- 
some aiffloants fi» esHpas and other ar- 
•ticles. If you cross the nullah dividing 
.Itwar (Sunday) Bazar close to Aabpara 
^parket you are lost in the quagmire of 
small make- shift shops and stalls 
sprawling the entire length of the street. 
J^uU of antiques and handmade carpets, 
,these stalls are mostly run by Afghans. 
** Besides those who are settled in Is- 
lamabad, the Afghans come all the way 
j|rom Peshawar on weekends to earn 
*tiveIihood by selling thear^cles. Most 
.ef them earn from Rs 100 to Rs 200 in 
"a day to live hand to mouth. There are 
^j^fissis lucky and crafty who make maxi- 
HTium out of a bargain and earn uptb two 
thousand mpees at tiie end of the day. 

The vhmShs wto come across the for- 
, eignos make a good fortune. There are.other 
^poor wretched fellows whom one pities. 

They have not mudi to oflf<ar to tKe 
customers, ^ ' 



Aziz, 75, has ten children to feed. 
Oiice an officer in the Telecommunica- 
tions in Kabul, he left the war-ravaged 
city to settle in Peshawar flye years back 
due to insecure conditions. He hardly 
earns over Rs 100 each Sunday by sell- 
ing cards, rings and other small items . 

Most of the carpet sellers appear 
healthy and affluent from their looks. 
Some shops have the high quality car- 
pets costing upto Rs 100,000 to Rs 
200,000 a piece. There are small car- 
pets which can be termed as poorman's 
lujtury and can be purchased from Rs 
500 to Rs 3000 per piece, . 

One has to be a hard bargainer for 
buying a carpet. There is huge profit- 
margin in the trade. They *may delnand 
Rs 50,000 for acarpet but with patient and 
tactful haggling one can buy amedium size, 
good quality carpet for about Rs 10,000 to 
Rs 15,000. The carpets mostly are brought 
from Afghanistan and Afghan refugee 
camps in NWFP and Iran . The articles 
described as antiques at the sale include 
coins, jewellery, headgear, old utensTls, 
rare manuscripts, currency notes repre- 
senting different regimes in Afghani- 
stan, old stamps, glassware, flowerpot, 
and decoration pieces. 

A large number of old "Chenak" (tea 



pots) and bowls made of China clay put 
on sale catch the eye of the customers. 
An old bearded Haji Mehr Din, who 
migrated from Mazar Sharif to 
Peshawar 1 8 years back has a lot of such 
colourful tea pots. Pointing towards one 
he claimed that it was made in Russia 
and was 120 years old. He showed the 
year and place of its make inscribed on 
it. He will not sell it for less than Rs 
1,000. It might not be worth more than 
Rs 200 sans this tag. 

All that glitters is not gold. Some in- 
siders allege that most of the articles 
were not antiques and are locally m^M- 
factured. 

One of the insiders confided to this 
scribe that theibe was a group of young- s 
sters who had received training for pol- 
ishing the glassware in Germany, pro- 
duce multicoloured items for sale in 
these Bazars. How do these articles 
make it to the Itwar Bazar in the Capi- 
tal? An Afghan said that these are 
brought by "important" people. Some 
of the iMitiques vw>re aBegedly stolen 
from the museums and were sold from 
man to man for paltry sums. Those sell- 
ing tihem now have no other s<»irce of 
earning. They sell these items to make 
a fortune or just for survival. . 4 
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Loya jirg 
Afghanistan urged 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Maj. Mohammad 
Usman Ziannal, Secretary General of 
his faction, Afghan Social Democratic 
Party has suggested the UN special en- , 
voy Mr Lakhdar Brahimi to concentrate 
his efforts on convening a meeting of 
the traditionally influenced Afghan loya^ 

jirga if he is sincere in early negotiated 
solution to the long-awaited conflict 

The ASDP leader, talking to The Na- 
tion on Friday said that as a result of 
inqwsed war, the Afghans had been 
deprived of their just right of self-deter- 
mination and unless return of suchright 
to tiiem no one could find out a perma- 
nent solution to the conflict r ^ 

He while elaborating his point of view, 
saidtimtonlythroughconveningameet- 
ing of the loya jirga, the Afghans could ^ 
be in a better position to get tiieir just 
right of self determination and they could 

be involved in the future strategics of 
their motiierland. He added that histori- 
cally, the loya jirga meetmg is 

^^^^^ 

by genuine representatives and nonu- 
nees of the Afghan nationals. 
In response to a question, Usman 

i 



Ziarmal said tiiat boOi Taliban and tiie 
nortiiem alliance were not only be con- 
sidered a continuation of tiie former 
jehadic forces buVeven tiiey are die 
imposed forces. He said tiiat 20-years 
long events being taking place in Af- 
ghanistan proved that it is impossible 
for die imposed forces to govern that 

country for a long time. 
He said that it is die high-time for the 

UN envoy to keep in mind historical 
background of Afghanistan before an- 
nouncing a schedule for die 6+2 coun- 
tries moot to be held in Tashkant, 
Uzbekistan. He was of die firm belief 
that like former jehadic forces, bodi 
Taliban and the Nortiierii alliance 
couldn't resolve die matter on perma- 
nent basis. 

, Referring to di^ proposed coalition 
^ government to be comprised the rival 
t factions, die ASDP leader said that UN 
^ has wimessed results of such experi- 
I encesinpastHesaiddiatneidierTaliban 
1 nor die Nordiem alliance could repre- 
sent die Afghan nation, dierefore, it 
I could be impossible for ttiem to rule 
f over tiiat country through gun-point for 
^. a long time. 



lince between Taliban, 
Opposition welcomed 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Known tribal, elder 
and leader of the trib^ Peace Mission, 
Malik Darya Khan Zakhakhel has wel- 
comed die truce betvi^een Taliban and 
Northern Alliance during their meeting 
at Ashakabad, Turicamimstan and hoped 
that such agreement cbuld be a step 
towards a permanent solution to die 
conflict diiough political ways. 

In a Press release issued here onTues- 
day , Malik Darya Khan Zakh^el re- 
called diat Tribal Peace Mission since a 
long desirous for a negotiated solution 
to the Af^ian conflict. In diis connec- 
tion, it always welcomed talks and ne- 
gotiations among die Afghan leader- 
ship as war and confrontation couldn t 
resolve die issues and disputes. He said 
diat it is a good ommen for die war 



damaged Afghanistan and its people 

, when die two leading warring factions 
agreed over a formula for resolving of 

* dieir internal splits. 

Malik DaryaKhan Zakhakhel furdier 

.said that Afghanistan is die combined 
home of various nationalities and com- 
munities. In tiiis connection, he stressed 
on formation of a broad-based interim 
government comprising elders and 
representatives of each and every 
segment. In this respect, he repeated 
the demand for convening a meeting 
of the traditional Loya Jirga through 
which the Afghans could easily de- 
velop a consensus among them about 
the future of their motherland. He 
said diat United Nations as well as die 
6+2 counters needs to concentrate all of 
dieir attentions (Ml die convening a meeting 

of die loya jiiga. 



Two sons of 
inoderate Afghan 
leader shot dead 



From Our Obrrespondent 



PESHAWAR - Two young sons of a 
known moderate Afghan elder were been 
shot dead by a group armed bandits in 
their home in Hayatabad late on Thurs- 
day night. ^ 

The police reports said that four armed 
persons entered the house of Afghan 
leader Haji Sarfaraz Khan, on Thursday 
night. They showered bullets on his two 
sons namely HayatuUah (35) and 
Humayun (30), killing them on the spot. 
No other member of the family, how- 
ever, was present in the house at that 



tune. 



The bandi|s' succee4ed in escape. 
Later, the h^at^bad Police was in- 
formed of the incident who registered a 
case against unknown pdarsons. 

The family sources pf'the deceased 
said that they dioiTot have any personal 
enmity with any one. 

They alleged that both the youngsters 
were gunned down on political grounds 
and it may be a part of the series in 
progress against the moderate and 
peace loving Afghans both in and 
outside Afghanistan for the last sev- 
I eral months. 

i Haji Sarfaraz Khan is Executive Com- 
I mittee member of the Council for Un- 
! derstanding and National Unity Af- 
! ghanistan, struggling for a negotiated 
I solution to the conflict. 
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Prisonefs 



By Our Staff Reporter 

' LAHORE, March 21: Pakistan 
and India will exchange each oth- 
er's ixrisoners at the Wagah Border 
on Monday as a foUow-up to talks 
between Prime Minis^ters Nawaz 
Sharif and Atal Bihari Vajpayee in 
Lahore last month. 

Minister for Interior and 
Narcotics Control Chaudhry 
Shujaat Husain said in a statement 
hare on Smiday that this, would be 
the i^st ever exchange of prison- 
ers between the two countries 
since 1991. 

Details of those to be released 
were finalized by the official d^e- 
gations of the two countries at 
Mamabad. 

The minister said a large num: 
bar of prisoners of both countries 
were languishing in jails despite 
the fact that they completed their 
terms. 

Chaudhry Shujaat Husain said 
Aat in the light of the agreement, • 
Pakistan woiidid hand oyer 15 pris- 
oners to the Indian officials and 
receive 43 Pakistani prisoners 
from them. 

He said the two countries had 
also agreed to release the arrested 
fishermen in a month's time: 

Pakistan wiU release 109 Indian 
fishermen and 17 of their boats 
while India will release 26 
Pakistani fishermen and 3 boats. 

Chaudhry Shujaat said that 
under an agreement Pakistan and 
India would exchange information 
on nationals of each other under 
arrest at present. 

In order to create congenial 
atmosphere between the two coun- 
tries following the Lahore 
Declaration, the minister said, it 
had been decided to solve prob- 
lems of the civilian prisoners on 
humanitarian grounds. The prime 
ministers of both countries have 
agreed to facilitate morie contacts 
between the separated families ^ 
and i»isoners, and for this purpose ' 
the procedure of interviews with 
prisoners is being simplified, th( 
^minister said. 
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Afghan leadership major 
stumbling block in peace talks 



KABUL (AFP) - Paramount leader- 
ship in any future Afj^ian goipninfflit 
haseniei]gedasthe major stumbliftg block 
in civil war peace talks, analysts W. 

Further talks inside Afghanistan have 
been scheduled within three w^eks to 
work out details after an unexpected 
initial aggpment on power sharihg was 
ieached:Hij3^ Turkmenistan capital of 
Ashqahiai^ the wee^ , 

However, the opposition noithem 
alliance is adamant the leadership is- 
sue must be discussed for the peace 
talks to have any meaning while the 
ruling Taliban bias stated firmly that 
this is not an issue. 

The Taliban, which controls about 
80 percent of Afghanistan, is headed 
by Mulla Mohanamad Omar who has 
been declared the Amir of the Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan by the coun- 
try's religious and provincial leaders. 

*This is what the people want and 
there is no issue in principle concern- 
ing the leadership,' Taliban chief ne- 
• gotiator, Wakil Ahmad, told the offi- 
cial Radio Shariat. 



The reclusive Omar has held power 
since the Taliban emerged as a force in 
1993 when the country was plunged 
into civil war by bickaing Mujihadeen 
leaqos who had gained prominence in the 
19^89 war ag^i^ Soviet occupation. 

*The oppQsifion haye been forced 
back to their tribal lands in the more 
rerdote parts of the country while the 
Talibs do hold sway over most of the 
country,* one western analyst said. 

*There is no reason for the Taliban to 
negotiate on the question of leader- 
ship,' he added. 

He said any future government with 
Mulla Omar as Amir and head of state 
could involve a prime minister and an 
executive made up from the five main 
ethnic groups - Pashtun, Hazara, Tajik, 
Uzbek and Turkmen. 

However, former Afghan president 
and current nominal head of die north- 
em alliance, Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
remains the recognised head of state in 
Afghanistan by the United Nations. 

Only Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates officially recog- 



nise the Taliban and full international 
acceptance has become the militia's 
cherished dream after six years of war. 

'Hence, for the Taliban to gain ac- 
ceptance would require the alliance to 
acquiesce and hand over sovereign' 
rights, or, the world community would 
have to change its attitude towars the 
militia,' anodier analyst said. 

One senior western diplomat said ia 
shift in world attitude remains unlikely 
given the hardline Islamic approach 
preached by the militia and itsharbour- 
ing of alleged terrorist Osama bin 
Laden. Under Sharia law imposed by 
the Taliban, woman have been barred 
from education and receive only lim- 
ited access to health care. In public 
they must wear a *burqa' which covers 
the body from head to toe. 

Alcohol, music, western fashion and 
many local customs have been aban- 
doned while Washington has main- 
tained its five million dollar reward for 
Saudi dissident bin Laden who is be- 
lieved to be still living inside Afghani- 
stan. 




J Loya Jirga 
Afghanistan 



^ RP.Rcport 

PESHAWAR - Sulah 
Mubarazin Afghanistan, has ap- 
pealed to the United Nations to 
find • a Permanent solution to 
Afghanistan problem instead of 
supervising talks between two 
warring factions. 

The recent talks between 
Taliban and Northern alliance in 
Ashagabad is, hot apccp^table to 
Afghans as- they oppose division 
of their country, the chief of Sulah 
Mubarazin. Shan Badshah 
Shinwari, said in a memorandum 
presented to the UN officials at 
New York on Friday. 

He said the recent talks be- 
tween Taliban and Northern 
Alliance would l0ad to a fresh war 
instead of solving the problem. 
"Prcs«itly. million of Afghans arc 
leading a miserable life in various 
countries of the worid and they 
would never return to their coun- 



try, it added. 

The memorandum said XMt the 
UN should first convene the 
Afghanistan traditional Loya Jirga 
with the consultation of all the 
groups in Afghanistan to pave the 
.way for the establishment of a le- 
gal government acceptable to all. 

It said the dialogue between the 
two warring factions was not a so- 
lution to the problem. 

"The United Nations should 
work" for the establishment of a 
government instead of dividing 
Afighanistan. Under the new 
agreement, Taliban would be the 
rulers of Qandahar while the 
Northern Afghanistan would be 
given to Ahmad Shah Masood. •* 
. The Afghans do not want a divi- 
sion of their country at any cost", 
it added. 

"The 20 years of war had 
forced millions of Afghans to mi- 
grate to other countries and lead 



an extremely difficult lives. Their 
houses and properties have been 
destroyed. They are deprived of 
education and other basic necessi- 
ties", it deplored. 

The memorandum further said 
the UN should consult other 
Afghan groups if it was interested 
in solution to the Afghan crisis. 

It said the brother of former 
monarch, Zahir Shah, would be 
acceptable to all the Afghan na- 
tion. Similarly, the UN should 
also consult the Pakhtun leaders in 
Pakistan, including the Veteran 
ANP leader. Khan Abdul Wali 
Khan, chief of Pakhtunkhwa Milli 
Awami Party, Mehmud Khan 
Achakzai, central president. 
Pakhtunkhwa Qaumi Party, Latif 
Afridi. to resolve the crisis. 

These Pakhtun leaders, it said, 
could also play a positive role in 
finding a permanent solution to 
Afghanistan crisis. 
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Taliban, apposition 
swap 25 prisoners each 



BwriM Rtptrf 

PESHAWAR: The ruUng TUIbaii and 
their riva) opposilioii commaiuler 
Ahmad Shah Maaood freed 25 pils- 
onera each In a swap thai took 
pla<^ Hiesdi^ evening. 

The Peshawar-baaed Sahaar 
News Agency reported that the 
change took place at.Hussainkot 
frontline between the two sides 
north of KabaL Quoting Hallz Niaz 
Mohammad, a Tediban prisoner :aiio 
reached Peshawar Wednesday, it v 
said the exdiange was decided on 
the eve of Eidul Azha. The 26-year- 
old Hafiz ffiaz Mohammad told Sa- 
haar that he was anM>ng a group of 
60 Taliban were captured by 
Masood's men in Tikhar province 
in northern Afghanistan nine 

mcmthsago. 

"We were led by Mulla Atiqidlah 

Maidani: Aftar our capture, we wm 
flown to Bagram airbase and then 
takei to Khench in Pai\i^ vaOey. 
Thore were 300 TeJiban prisons in 
the prison, inchiding seven Arabs 
belonging to Uie Sudan and Egypt 
and several Pakistanis, tlie Jail com- 
mander; called Baba, was vary cru^ 
and we were frequently tortured," 
Haflz Niaz Mohammad informed. 
He said the situation for the p:jsonr 
era in^nmd when Masood paid a 



visit to the prison and the Taliban 
were put to a t^ to find out if they 
were really students of religious 
madressas. "There must be over 
4,000 Taliban prisoners with Ma- 
sood in Parjsher, Gulbahar, 
Charikar, Tftkhar andBdzabad. The 
senior-most Taliban leader in Ma- 
sood's custody is Mulla Mujahid 
Urozgani. He has been provided a 
special room and is treated weU. 
Masood has also been meeting 
him," he recalled. He remembered 
that once Mulla Mujahid Urozgani 
ft^ed Masood not to hand over the 
Sudanese and the Egyptians to the 
USA. 

Hafiz Niaz Mohammad wasn't 
happy the way the Taliban officials 
treated him and his fellow prisoners 
when they reached Kabul after their 
rdease. He said the TeOiban officials 
pidd them Afghanis equal to Rs 120 
only as their fare for Peshawar or 
other places of their destination in 
Pakistan or Afghanistan. "The 
money they gave me was barely 
enough to reach Peshawar. Now I 
have to go to Paraddnar and I have, 
no money left for the fare," he 
lamented. 

He also said he had lost appetite 
for fighting and wanted the Taliban 
and Masood to end the bloodshed in 

Af^ianistan. 
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Taliban^ 
rivals swap 

oners 



F.P. Report 

PESHAWAR - Taliban and 
opposition swapped 25 i^rison- 
ers each at Marco in Hussain 
Koc area near north of Kabul on 
Tuesday 

Prominent among them is 
commander Mullah Mujjahid 
Uroozgani, who was released by 
the anti-Taliban opposition. 

In a recent UN-sponsored 
three-days direct talks in 
Ashgabad, Turkministan the 
Taliban and opposition agreed to 
exchange 20 prisoners each 
through International Comm- 
itt^ of the Red Cross. 

Hafiz Niaz Mohammad, one 
of the prisoner, who was re- 
leased by the opposition 
Wednesday afternoon reached 
Peshigi^ar. ■^ .^ 

liCTis; excfu^ vcf intervftM^ 
with Sahaar news agency, Hafiz 
Niaz told that yesterday 
(Tuesday) the swap of prisoners 
between Taliban and Tajik com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masoud- 
led opposition took place at 
Marco, Hussain Kot near 
Afghan capital. 

Describing his story, Hafiz 
said that about nine months 
back he was arrested along with 
60 other colleagues, including 
their commander Mullah Atiq- 
ullah , while fighting against 
Taliban's rival forces in Takhar 
province. 

Soon After arrest, we were 
air- dashed from Bagram air 
base to Panjsher and were kept 
in prison, located at Dara 
Khinch, Panjsher, he added. 

There were about 300 prison- 
ers in Khinch jail, including 7 
Arabs from Sudan and Egypt, 
adding that many Pakistanis 
who belong to Lashkar-i-Teba 
and Harkat-ul-Ansaar were also 
there. 

The jail in charge commander 
who named Baba was very cruel 
and harsh with the prisoners, he 
added. 

To a query he added that there 
were about 4000 to 4300 
Taliban prisoner languishing in 
opposition jails in Panjsher and 
Takhar. 

Nearly half a month ago, pris- 
oners life became a bit relaxed 
when Ahmad Shah Masoud 
himself visited the said prison 
and inspected the jail. Availing 
the chance, Mullah Mujjahid 
prayed for the protection of 
Arabs and requested Masoud 
not to deliver these Arabs to the 
American authorities because 
they were the Osama loyalists, 
he recalled. ^ _ . 
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UM envoy holds talks with militia leaders, plans to travel 
to Iranf MBscow: Opposition forms a leadership council 




UN staff, rea 



ISLAMABAD (Agencies) - 
on Sunday backed the UN peace efforts 
and expressed ^ir readiness to hold 
talks with Aeir rivala^n ceasefire and 
cxchange of Prisons of War X^Ws). 

"Weareieadyfortalks withthedppo- ' 
sition for cease-fire and exchange of 
POWs if tficy show sincerity,'* head of 
TalibanlnterimCouncilMuUaMoham- 
mad Rabbani told United Nations' spe- 
cial envoy for Afghanistan Lakhdar Bra- 
himi in Kabul. 

"We support the UN peace efforts but 
it should recognise realities on the 
ground," Radio Shariat quoted Rabbani 
as telling the UN envoy. But he blamed 
the opposition for giving preference to 
their personal interests on national inter- 
ests. 

Brahimi arrived in the Afghan capital 
in the morning for talks with Taliban 
leaders on his fresh peace initiative and 
matters concerning security for the UN 
staff. 

The meeting was also attended by the 
UN Coordinator ErickDe Mule andoth- 
er senior officials. Rabbani was assisted 
byTalibanforeignministerMullaHasan 
Akhund,minista'forplanningQariDeen 
Muhammad and Taliban ambassador to 
Pakistan Maulvi Saeed ur Rahman. 

TheTaliban leader called for the return 
of UN international staff to Afghanistan 
and its efforts for the reconstruction of 
the war-ravaged country. He sounded 
full assurance to the UN envoy full pro- 



tection to the UN staff V/ \4l- 
Z Foreign UN staff jvas evacuated from 

Kabul in August last year after the killing 
in Kabul of a senior Italian UN military 
rofficer. The killing appeared to be retal- 
' iation for U.S. Cruise missile attacks on 

camps operated by Saudi dissident Osa- 
.ma bin Laden, who is reported to be 
missiiig by his Taliban hosts. 

Brahimi expressed satisfaction over 
the improvement of relation between 
Taliban and Iran and said that differences 
between the two countries have been 



' resolve^. HediscussedwidiTalibanlead- 
kv ers thefiiiman rights situation in Afghan- 
istan afid ihe proposed **s& plus two" 
I %r^up' s inciting in Tashkent<He said the 
\ United Nations will try to achieve good 
: results from the Tashkent meeting. \ 
. Earlier, the UN delegation was warm- 
ly received by Taliban deputy foreign 
minister Abdur Rahman Zahid on its ar- 
rival at K8i)ul airport. 

Brahimfis in the region for talks with 
. theTalibanandAfghanistan'sneighbours 

to try to forge a peace settlement. 
- The UN, is seeking security guarantees 
for international staff and progress in 
investigations into the killing of the Ital- 
ian soldi^, as well as two Afghan UN 
staff killed in the southern town of Jala- 
labad in |uly last yean 
Brahincjwas accompanied by Eric de 
; Mul, the f(N*s special Coordinator for 
Afghanis^, who oversees the relief ef- 
fort and brother senior UN officials. 

Last Oc|>ber Brahimi played a major 
mediation role to defuse tension between 
Iran and theTaliban after thekilling of 1 1 
Iranian officials when the Islamic militia 
captured ^ northern opposition strong- 
hold of M4iar-i-Sharif in August. 
• Brahimi is expected shortly to convene 
a meeting pf the so-called Six Plus Two 
contact gi^bup of Afghanistan's neigh- 
bours plusllussia and the United States 
to review scant progress towards pc^ce 
talks. The UN wants to seeabroad^feed 
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government grouping all factions, po- 
litical parties and ethnic groups to end 
the agony of 20 years of conflict, which 
has devastated the country. 
• Today, they gave us very strong as- 
surances' that the safety of UN staff will 
be *fully guaranteed,* he told reporters 
before leaving for Islamabad alter the 
one-day visit 

Algerian diplomat Brahimi held talks 
with the chairman of the militia[s rul- 
ing council, Moharmnad Rabbani, For- 
eign Minister Mohanunad Hassan and 
other officials. 

*We discussed the work of the UN 
and the necessity of close cooperation 
to solve the problems of the past,' the 
UN envoy added. 

Brahimi said he told Rabbani, con- 
sidered number two in the Taliban hei- 
rarchy, that *the security of the UN staff 
should be respected.' 

The most important thing was *to 
avoid the repetition' of the events which 
led to the exodus of UN staff, he add- 
ed. 

Taliban Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mawlawi Abdurrahman Zahed said the 
ruling militia had assigned special se- 
curity units for the UN in different re- 
gions of the country. 

*We have assured that the security of 
their residences, vehicles — interna- 
tional and national staff — is fully guar- 
anteed and that they could safely stay 
in Afghanistan,' Zahed said. ; 

Brahimi said he was hopefii) the UN 
expatriates would return to Kabul, but 
a date would be set later on. 
The UN envoy also discussed Osa- 
ma with Tsdiban leaders, he said. 

*It was mentioned. I know that they 
(Taliban) know that the international 
community is worriedf he added. 

Osama, who had been living as 
*guest' of the Taliban, has been miss- 
ing from his Afghan bases for the p^t 
three weeks, according to the miUtia, 
after it imposed restrictions on him 
amid mounting international pressure. 

Brahimi said he had informed the 
Taliban, which controls about 80 per 
cent of the country, of a plan to assign 
\M human rights monitors in different 
areas of Afghanistan. He gave no de- 
tails. 
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Taliban reject 
opposition move 



ISLAMABAD, March 1: The 
Taliban said on Monday they were 
ready for talks with the; opposition 
on ceasefire and a prisoner 
exchange, but rejected a moye by its 
rivals to form a leadership council. 

The Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) 
quoted a Taliban spokesman as say- 
ing the opposition was not in a posi- 
tion to fonn a leadership council or 
a parliament for northern 
Afghanistan, as it held only 10 per- 
cent of Afghan territory. 

"How can they talk about a multi- 
party leadership or parliament in 
Afghan^istan?" spokesman Wakil 
Ahmadlasked. 

The opposition on Sunday formed 
a commission to set up a multi-party 
leadership council with a 12-mem- 
ber cabinet and establish a parlia- 
ment in northern Afghanistan, AIP 
reported. 

Quoting sources close to the key 
ahti^aliban commander, Ahmad 
Shah Masood, the AIP said the lead- 
ership council would comprise 40 
members drawn from opposition 



parties. 

The opposition parties after a 
series of meetings in the Masood- 
held northern Parwan province also 
agreed to form a 150-member nomi- 
nated parliament, it said. 

The commission further decided 
to appoint 12 ministers, it said. 

It said the commission would hold 
its first session on March 17. 

Another report on Back Page 

It did not say who would head the 
commission. . 

Afghan analysts said the move 
was aimed at reorganizing the oppo- 
sition alliance after a series of 
major setbacks suffered by member 
parties last year, when Taliban 
troops overran key opposition 
stron^olds in central and northern 
Afghanistan. 

Afghan sources said the move 
also follows recent warnings from 
Talibaif chief Mulla JDy|9hammad 
Omar that his troops would crush 
Masood forces.— -AFP 



Taliban fear Ashkabad 
atqord ntay also lapse 



-V ■ 



WASHINGTON: Chief delegate of the 
Taliban in Ashkabad talks Maulvi 
Waldl Ahm^d Mutawakkil Is luisure 
of hnplementation of Ashkabad ac- 
cord^ fearing this pact may also 
lapse like did past ones. 
. In an interview with Voice of 
America, he said that the Tayiiban 
were determined to make the pact 
successful and make life peaceful for. 
the people of Afghanistan. "But one^f 
cannot say. anytiiing witiii cer^aii#0 
about (J]ie ■ implementat^ of the 
^Ashkabad accord/^ f ^^^^^^^^^^t 

Mutawakkili however, said that 
the spirit and will "demonstrated at 
thetalks jgaverhim hope"r ' ' 
4, Hei .said that ;in view pf bitter ex- 
periences of the past, the multi-party 



governments did not produce result. 
"Yet on our part, we want the people 
of all nationalities and ethnic groups 
to be accommodated in the adminis- 
tration." 

He said that when an agreement 
was reached in principle in Ashk- 
abad, some Afghan personalities ex- 
pressed their personal views in this 
regard. There are some points which 
strike the minds of the people. 

He said the .opponents had con- 
veyed to the Taliban that they were 
united on the 'agreement. But Hezb- 
e-Wahdat had taUced about party i^s- 
tem. Now some people are taking 
about other means like jirga biit as i 
phrase and not as a solution or tool^ 
Mutawakkil said.— NNI 
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Taliban undecided 
about next round 
of talks 

KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
dominant Taliban militia are un^- 
cided over whether to take part in a . 
second round of peace talks with 
the opposition, following meetings 
with UN special envoy Lakhdar / 
Brahimi, official media reported 
Thursday. 

Taliban chief MuUa Mohammad 
Omar is yet to confirm the next 
round of talks and has accused the 
opposition of "manipulating" the i 
UN-mediated dialogue, official i 
Radio Shariat reported. 

Brahimi met with Omar 
Wednesday at Kandahar, the 
Taliban's base in southern 
Afghanistan. 

Omar told Brahimi the opposi- 
tion was "manipulating" dialogue 
for political gains, the radio said. 
The first round of talks took place 
in. the TYirkmenistan capital 
Ashgabad earlier this month. 

"It is up to the Council of the 
Islamic Emirate to dedde about a 
second round. If they see the inter- 
ests of the country in it. they will 
resume the talks, otherwise they 
will cancel it," Omar was quoted as 
saying. 

The Taliban leader accused op- 
position commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood of political chicanery, say- 
ing "he takes part in negotiations, 
but refuses to accept the results and 
manipluates the talks." 

Omar dismissed the likelihood 
of entering into a coalition govern- 
ment with Masood, who leads op- 
position troops entrenched in the 
northeast of Afghanistan, around 
80 percent of which is controlled 
by Taliban. 

Any such move will encourage 
other opposition ^ups to demand 
a share in the administration, Omar 
said, adding that inclusion of every 
field commander would mean 
"messing up the government." 

The Islamic militia could how- 
ever broaden the government if the 
United Nations guaranteed 
Afghanistan's national security, 
territorial integrity and enforce- 
ment of Islamic Sharia law, the ra- 
dio quoted Omar as saying. 

No independent confirmation of 
the report was immediately avail- 
able. 

Brahimi travelled to Kandahar 
after talks with Masood Tliesday in 
his northeastern base of Takhar. 

Taliban and opposition repre- 
sentatives Jhammered out an out- 
line power^sharing agreement en- 
compassing legislature, judiciary 
and executive, raising hopes for 
elusive peace after talks, in 
Ashgabad. 

FRONTIER POST 
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Taliban reject coalition 

government with rivals 



KABUL: Supreme leader of 
Afghanistan's ruling Taliban Mulla 
Omar has r^ected the idea of coali- 
tion government with the opposition 
commander Ahmed Shah Masood 
saying others factions would also de- 
mand share in power if one group 
was given representation. 

"If we form coalition government 
with Masood, other groups too 
would demand representation for all 
the opponents in the government," 
Taliban radio Shariat quoted Omar 
as telling the UN envoy on 



Afghanistan Lakhdar Brahimi. 

"Accommodating every comman- 
der in the government would mean 
disturbing it," Omar told Brahimi, 
who met ikiban's reclusive leader in 
Kandahar, the most isolated seat in 
the world on Wednesday. 

Brahimi, leading a five-member 
UN delegation, flew into Kandahar 
and held extensiye talks with Taliban 
supreme leader Mulla Mohammad 
Omar in a move to secure dates and 
venue for the next round of talks be- 
tween Afghan warring factions. 



Taliban undecided on 
next round of talks 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's domi- 
nant Taliban militia are undecided over 
whether to take part in a second round 
of peace talks widi the opposition, fol- 
lowing meetings with UN special en- 
voy Lakhdar Brahimi, official media 
reported Thursday. 

Taliban chief Mulla Mohammad 
Omar is yet to confirm the next round of 
talks and has accused the opposition of 
*manipulating' the UN-mediated dia- 
logue, official Radio Shariat reported. 

Brahimi met widi Omar Wednesday 
at Kandahar, the Taliban's base in south- 
em Afghanistan. 

Omar told Brahimi the opposition 
was 'manipulating* dialogue for politi- 
cal gains, the radio said. The first round 
of talks look place m the Turkmenistan 
capital Ashkabad earlier this month. 

*It is up to the Council of the Islamic 
Emirate to decide about a second round. 
If they see the interests of the country in 
it, they will resume the talks, otherwise 
they will cancel it,' Omar was quoted as 
saying. 

^^jThe radio did not say whether Omar 
'iftldicated when the council would meet 



to decide the issue. 

The Taliban leader accused opposi- 
tion commander Ahmad Shah Masood 
of political chicanery, saying 'he takes 
part in negotiations, but refuses to ac- 
cept the results and manipulates the 
talks.' 

Omar dismissed the likelihood of en- 
tering into a coalition government with 
Masood, who leads-opposition troops 
entrenched in the northeast of Afghani- 
stan, around 80 percent of which is 
controlled by Taliban. 

Any such .move will encourage other 
opposition groups to demand a share in 
the administration, Oma*" said, adding 
that inclusion of every field commander 
would mean 'messing up the govern- 
ment.' 

The Islamic militia could however 
broaden the government if the United 
Nations guaranteed Afghanistan's na- 
tional security, territorial integrity and 
enforcement of Islamic Sharia law, the 
radio quoted Omar as saying. 

Brahimi travelled to Kandahar after 
talks with Masood Tuesday in his north- 
eastem base of Takhar. 



"The Amirul Momineen informed 
Brahimi that Masood had contacted 
the Afghan Islamic Emirate and 
wanted to surrender but when Tal- 
iban began talks with him, he took 
political advantage of the talks and 
called for share in the government," 
theradio said. 

Omar said Taliban are ready for 
talks with any one but negotiations 
should only be for the enforcement 
of Islamic Sharia, maintenance of 
durable peace and unity and territo- 
rial integrity of Afghanistan.— NNI 

Taliban reject 
coalition govt 
with rivak 

! KABUL (NNI) - Suffynt lead- 
i er of Afghanistan>^ng TilibJwil 
' Mulla Omar harrcjected the idea 
of coalition government with the 
opposition commander Ahmed 
Shah Masood, saying other fac- 
tions would also demand share in 
power if one group was given rep- 
resentation. 

"If we form coalition govern- 
ment with Masood, other groups 
too would demand representation 
for all the opponents in {he govern- 
ment," Taliban radio Shariat quot- 
ed Omar as telling the UN envoy 
on Afghanistan Lakhdar Brahimi. 

"Accommodating every com- 
mander in the government would 
mean disturbing it," Omar told 
Brahimi, who met Taliban's leader 
in Kandahar. 

Brahimi, leading a five-member 
UN delegation, flew into Kandahar 
and held extensive talks with 
Taliban supreme leader Mulla 
Mohammad Omar in a move to se- 
cure date and venue for the next 
round of talks between Afghan 
warring factions. 
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Taliban 
undecided on 
next round 
of talks 



KABUL, March 25: The Taliban 
are undecided over whether to take 
part in a second round of peace 
talks with the opposition, following 
meetings with UN special envoy ■ 
Lakhdar Brahimi, official media j 
reported on Thursday. 

Taliban chief MuUa Mohammad | 
Omar is yet to confirm the next 
round of talks and has accused the 
opposition of •'manipulating'* the 
UN-mediated dialogue. Radio 
Shariat reported.', 

Brahimi met with Omar on 
Wednesday at Kandahar, the 
Taliban's base in southern 
Afghanistan. 

Omar told Brahimi the opposi- 
tion was "manipulating'' dialogue 
for political gainSi the radio said. 
The first round of talks took place 
in the Turkmenistan capital 
Ashkabad earlier this month. 

"It is up to the^Coimcii of the 
Islamic Emirate to decide about a 
second round. If they see the inter- 
ests of the country in it, they will 
resume the talks, otherwise they 
will cancel it," Omar was quoted as 
saying. 

The radio did not say whether 
Omar indicated when the coimcil 
would meet to decide the issue. 

The Taliban leader accused 
opposition commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood of political chicaneiy, 
saying "he takes part in negotia- 
tions, but refuses to accept the 
results and manipulates the talks." 

Omar dismissed the likelihood of 
entering into a coalition govern- 
ment with Masood. 

Any such move will encourage 
other opposition groups to demand 
a share in the administration, Omar 
said. The militia could, however, 
broaden the government if the UN 
guaranteed Afghanistan's national 
security, the radio quoted Omar as 
saying. — AFP 



Taliban number 

two calls for 
Muslim unjty 

KABUL (AFP) - In a rare public 
appearance, the head of the Taliban 
Ruling Council on Saturday urged 
world Muslims to shun non-believers 
and unite in the face of current chal- 
lenges. 

MuUa Mohammad Rabbani, number 
two in the religious ^litia, also ad- 
vised Muslims riot to forge links with 
the non-Muslim world in return for 
material gains. ; 

"AH the suffering of the Muslims is 
due to their closeness and frie|ndship 
with the non-believers," Rabbani, told 
thousands of religious militia soldiers 
and Kabul citizens at an Bid al-Adha 
festival congregation. 

"The Muslims are suffering be- 
cause of their disunity. They should 
unite tq:^ork f ortheir progress," he 

Mulla Rabbani, who returned to Ka- 
bul recently after a prolonged absence, 
said it was an act of ■ 'stupidity" when 
Muslim countries looked to the non- 
Muslim world for wealth. 

The Taliban movement's supreme 
leader, MuUa Mohammad Omar, in a 
statement broadcast by the official Ra- 
dio Shariat, warned the non-Muslim 
world to respect Islam. . 
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Taliban order 
security 
purge 



ISLAMABAD, March 2: The 
Taliban announced plans on 
Tuesday to purge its seciuity agen- 
cies in Kabul. 

A conmiission has been set up to 
carry out the purge in the "seciui- 
ty, military and intelligence ser- 
vices'* in Kabul and its environs, 
the Voice of Shariat radio said. 

The broadcast, monitored in 
Islamabad, said the commission 
would clear the seciuity forces of 
people lacking good behaviour and 
discipline. 

It quoted the commission as ask- 
ing the security departments to 
remove the undesirable staff 
before they are found out. The 
radio said two men had been exe- ! 
cuted in Kandahar on Tuesday for i 

committing sodomy with a boy and 
then killing him. — ^Reuters 
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ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Taliban on 
Monday described talks with the United 
Nations as highly successful saying the 
Islamic militia will provide full, guar- 
antee to the UN staff if they resume re- 
lief work in the war-ravaged country. 

**Talks with Brahimi were construc- 
tive. We have not only assured full se- 
curity to the UN staff on return to Af- 
ghanistan but will also facilitate them 
to smoothly continue their activities," 
Taliban ambassador to Pakistan Maulvi 
Saeed-ur-Rahman Haqqani told the 
agency. Brahimi visited Kabul on Sun- 
day and held talks with head of Taliban 
interim council MuUa Mohammad 
Rabbani and Foreign Minister MuUa 
Hasan Akhund on his fresh peace ini- 
tiative and matters concerning security 
for the UN staff . 

Foreign UN staff was evacuated from 
Kabul in August last year after the kill- 

Japanese envoy 
holds talks 
with Taliban 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Japan 
and Afghanistan's ruling Taliban 
have held high level talks in 
Kabul on ways and means to en- 
hance contacts between the two 
countries, diplomatic and Afghan 
sources said on Friday. 

"Japanese ambassador in 
Islamabad Minoru Kubota has 
held constructive talks with senior 
Taliban official during his two- 
day visit to Afghanistan," the 
sources told NNI. 

During his visit the Japanese 
envoy met Taliban deputy foreign 
minister Abdur Rahman Zahid 
and other top level militia's offi- 
cials aimed at creating better un- 
derstanding, they^said. 

Japan has been in touch with 
all Afghan factions for several 
years and had invited both 
Taliban and representatives of the 
opposition alliance to Tokyo two 
years ago. Tokyo had also offered 
to host talks between the Afghan 
groups. 

A three-member Taliban dele- 
gation visited Tokyo eariier this 
year at the invitation of the 
Japanese government, which re- 
flects the country's engage with 
Afghan factions. 

Kubota's visit was mainly fo- 
cussed on Japan's contributions in 
the humanitarian assistance pro- 
grammes in the war-shattered 

country. 

Japan has extended assistance 
of some $400 million to 
Afghanistan during the last 20 
years. Other $1 .5 million has been 
approved which will be distribut- 
ed through the non-govemmcntal 
organisations. 



ing in Kabul of a senior Italian UN mili- 
tary officer. The killing appeared to be 
retaliation for US cruise missile attacks 
on camps operated by Saudi dissident 
Osama bin Laden, who is reported to 
be missing by his Taliban hosts. 

Haqqani, who also attended the 
Taliban-UN talks in Kabul, expressed 
the hope that the UN would send its in- 
ternational staff back to Afghanistan for 
the resumption of relief activities for the 
help of needy people. 
^ Earlier, radio Shariat reported that 
Taliban backed the UN peace efforts 
and expressed readiness to hold talks 
with their rivals on cease-fire and ex- 
change of prisoners of war. 

"We are ready for talks with the op- 
position for cease-fire and exchange of 
POWs if they show sincerity," head of 
Taliban interim council Mulla 
Mohammad Rabbani told United Na- 



tions' special envoy for Afghanistan 
Lakhdar Brahimi in Kabul. 

Brahimi expressed satisfaction over 
the improvement of relation between 
Taliban and Iran and said that differ- ^ 
ences between the two countries have 
been resolved. He discussed with 
Taliban leaders the human rights situa- 
tion in Afghanistan and the proposed 
'*Six Plus Two" group*s meeting in 
Tashkent. He said the United Nations 
will try to achieve good results from the 
Tashkent meeting. 

Brahimi is in the region for talks with 
the Taliban and Afghanistan's neigh- 
bours to try to forge a peace settlement. 

The UN is seeking security guaran- 
tees for international staff and progress 
in investigations into the killing of the 
Italian soldier, as well as two Afghan 
UN staff killed in the southern town of 
Jalalabad in July last year. 



Taliban dismiss 
US report on 
human rights 

KABUL March 7: The Taliban on 
Sunday dismissed a US report on 
human rights violations as an 
attack against Islamic beliefs. 

A foreign ministry statement 
also reiterated the militia did not 
allow and would never allow use of 
its soil for terrorist activities. 

It said the issues raised in the 
report showed the "subjectivism** 
of the US State Department. 

Rejecting the alleged violation 
of women*s rights as unjustifi- 
able, the statement said the 
Taliban "respects women** and 
wanted their "dignity protect- 
ed."— AFP 
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Kabul residents 

i 

living under night 
curfew for 21 years 



KABUL (AFP) • After 21 years 
living under a night curfew, Kabul 
residents now wryly say it no longer 
bothers them as the days have be- 
come as colourless as the nights. 

The ruling Taliban militia offers 
little hope of relief in the restrictive 
regime despite improved security. 

The Islamic militia, which took the 
Afghan capital in 1996, has forbid- 
den music, cinema, television and 
outdoor weddings, besides tabooing 
anything that smacks of Western 
culture. 

*In this mute and dark city, a cur- 
few is no longer of any significance 
as we do not have a cinema or a 
concert and even parks to go to,* said 
Fahim Ahmad, a civil engineer in a 
housing complex. 

'The people are depressed and hungry 
and their only concern is how to feed 
their families,' he said. 

The curfew was announced bn the 
first night after; pro-Moscow com- 
munist groups tt>ok power in Kabul 

in April 1978. 
Dubbed as *quyood-i-shabgardi' the 

night curfew from 09:00 p.m. to 05 :00 

a.m. has been enforced without break 

since then. 

ii has become a habit with us. We 
think everyone else outside Afghanistan 
lives the same way,' said Mohammad 
Farid, a young tailor. 

'After the sun goes down some- 
thing from inside tells me. to rush 
home before the quyood comes into 
effect.' 

The curfew paralyses life. As the 
streets have no lights, residents pre- 
fer to lock themselves inside their 
homes — often two hours ahead of 
the restrictions. They tune into for- 
eign radio stations to know what is 



happening outside their homeland. 

Heavily armed and turbaned Taliban 
fighters riding in Japanese pick-up 
vehicles patrol the main streets and 
residential quarters. 

In case of medical emergencies and 
accidents people can go out but with 
special permission. 
- And if farmers want to irrigate their 
land in the countryside they must 
carry a lantern to avert any Taliban 
action. 

Fighting has been raging in Af- 
ghanistan for the past 20 years. After 
the 1979-1989Sovietinvasion,aQivil 
war has gripped the northern I'egions. 

Deputy Interior Minister Mulla 
Khaksar, admitting the curfew is a 
legacy of the previous communist 
government, voiced the hope it would 
be lifted once peace is fully restored. 

'We hope to lift this restriction 
once there is full security and peace 
in the country,' Khaksar said. He 
could not say whefn ay*'p'rediction is 
•^lFoH)idclen%mni.'- ' ^ ; 

Some residents consider curfew vital 
for their safety, fearing burglary and 
theft despite Taliban efforts to im- 
prove law and order. 

A teacher, Abdul Wasey, said Af- 
ghanistan might need it for another 
20 years. If people are free at night 
the crime rate would rise, he ob- 
served. 

The governor of Kabul recently set 
up a commission to recheck particu- 
lars of all Taliban troops operating in 
the city and purge it of 'dubious 
characters.' 

Officials said the move followed 
speculation that some people in the 
administration might have had a hand 
in recent thefts in Kabul and its sub- 
urbs. 



Afghan man 
loses hand for 
steaHng $22 

KAI^UL (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
Taliban militia publicly chopped ofT 
the hand of a pickpocket for stealing 
22 dollars in the Northern Afghan 
city, official Radio Shariat .said Mon- 
day; Another man accused of burgling 
a house in thecity also had his ri^t hand 
cut off Sunday in the crowded pljiy- 
ground, the station said. 

The men had been sentenced by an 
Islamic Shariah court. 

'Mohammad Hanif who had sto- 
len 10 lakh afghanis (22 dollars) con- 
fessed three times in front of the 
judge and had his right hand cut 
off,' the radio said. 

The Taliban, which controls about 
80 per cent of Afghanistan, strictly 
interprets Islamic Sharia law. 
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Taliban bans 
Nauroz festivities 
officially 

KABUL: Afghanistan's ultra puri- 
tanical Taliban militia officiaUy 
banned Nawroz, the traditional 
Afghan New Year ceremonies, as an 
anti-Islamic practice, official Radio 
Shariat said Tuesday. 

The religious militia station 
added clerics had also decided at a 
meeting Monday to ask people to 
shun such customs. 

A well-known Taliban clergy- 
man, Mawlawi Jalaluddin Shinwari 
"spoke on some issues, particularly 
Nawroz, from a religious point of 
view and considered celebrations 
for Nawroz anti-Islamic," the station 
said. 

Nawroz, which literally means 
new day, marks the first day of the 
Persian solar year which begins in 
five days time. A year ago, the Tal- 
iban amended the Persian calendar 
followed in Afghanistan with the 
Arabic lunar calendar, which has 10 
days less. , 

The biggest ceremony used to 
take place every year on March 21 
in the northern city of Mazar-i- 
Sharif around the famous Ali 
Shrine, where locals believe the 
fourth caliph of Islam is buried. 

The ceremonies in Mazar-i- 
Sharif, which fell to the Taliban last 
August, will not marked this year in 
view of the miUtia's ban on Nawroz, 
locals said.— AFP 
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Afghan peace deal 
all but ignored by 
Talibaii media 



KABUL (AFP) - The unexpected 
breaththrough in talks between the 
Afghan warring factions was all but 
ignored by the official media here, as 
residents Monday clutched at reports 
of a promise of peace. 

The ruling Taliban's official mouth 
piece. Radio Shariat led Sunday 
evening's main news bulletin with a 
report of hand chopping in the northern 
city of Kunduz, and totally ignored the 
"watershed" reached in the negotia- 
tions in the Turkmenistan capital of 
Ashgabad. ^ 

*i do not know what you are talking 
about," said Ahmad Reshad a Kabul 
teenager, who had listened the Taliban 
broadcasts on Sunday night. 

Taliban ban 
ceremonies on 
Afghan new year 

KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's ultra 
puritanical Taliban militia officially 
banned Nawroz, the traditional Afghan 
New Year ceremonies, as an anti-Is- 
lamic practice, official Radio Shariat 
said Tuesday. 

The religious militia station added 
clerics had also decided at a meeting 
Monday to ask people to shun such 
customs. 

A well-known Taliban clergyman, 
Mawlawi Jalaluddin Shinwari *spoke 
on some issues, particularly Nawroz, 
from a religious point of view and 
considered celebrations for Nawroz 
anti-Islamic,' the station said. 

Nawroz, which literally means new 
day, marks the first day of the Persian 
solar year which begins in five days 
time. 

A year ago, the Taliban amended the 
Persian calendar followed in Afghani- 
stan with the Arabic lunar calendar, 
which has 10 days less. 

Nawroz is mostly observed by Per- 
sian-speaking ethnic groups in the cen- 
tre and north of Afghanisan, with resi- 
dents going to hilltops and gardens and 
preparing special dishes of green veg- 
etables and soaked dry fruits to mark 
the advent of spring. 

The Taliban are mostly from the 
Pashtun ethnic majority from the south. 

According to locals, Nawroz is still 
celebrated in many parts of Afghani- 
stan. 



Others, who were relying on the 
"promising news" filtering in through 
the foreign radio broadcasts in local 
Dari and Pashtoon language, welcomed 
the UN-brokered agreement for a 
power-sharing ^overnnlenl. 

Local residents said any news of a 
peace agreement was encouraging for 
the war- weary country after 20 years 
of strife since the 1 978 Soviet invasion 
of Afghanistan. 

According to outside media reports 
the Taliban and the northern-based op- 
position, led by commander Ahmad 
Shah Maso(xi, have reached a power 
sharing agreement encompassing an 
executive government, legislature and 
judiciary. 

A traffic policeman, Deen 
Mohammad, said the agreement looked 
promising, but could prove difficult to 
implement as both sides wanted abso- 
lute power for themselves. 

"The only solution to the problem is 
to refer to the people' s views and will," 
he said. 

However northern alliance spokes- 
man Abdullah sounded a note of cau- 
tion over the agreement, saying there 
was much work to do to bring peace to 
Afghanistan. 

"We appreciate what has been 
achieved but still we have a long way to 
go," Abdullah told AFP, adHing that 
issues such as who would be the future 
head of state needed to be hammered 
out. 

The Taliban has continually repeated 
its ambition to defeat the opposition 
factions who are currently dug into 
remote northeastern areas. 

Taliban soldiers however said they 
were ready to stop fighting and recon- 
cile with Masood supporters if the right 
moment arose. 

NATION 



IB 



Ground realities may force 
V Afghans to mal^e peace 



NEW DELHI: Negotiators for the 
Taliban agreed on Sunday to share 
power widi the northern rivals, rais- 
ing hopes that the coimtry's seven- 
year dvil war may soon be over. 

The agreement was reached 
after three days of United Nations- 
brokered talks in the Turkmen cap- 
ital, Ashkhabad. It is the £u:st time, 
the Taliban has even considered a 
deal with its enemies. Since Sept 
1996, when the Taliban marched 
into Kabul, the militia has taken 
more than 80 per cent of the coun- 
tty. ) 

It has used that military advan- 
tage to resist pressure from the 
United Nations to negotiate with 
the Northern Alliance, a cluster of 
warlords who were once at each 
other's throats dnd whose alle- 
giances have been readily bought 
in the past 

But desperate economic circum- 
stances, and Afghanistan's new role 
as international pariah, may have 
brought about a change of heart for 
the Taliban. 

"In order to join both the groups, 
we have agreed to have a shared 
executive, a shared legislation and 
a shared judiciary," said Maulvi 
Wakil Ahmad Mutawakil, who led 
the Taliban's three-man delegation. 

The two sides also agreed on an 
exchange of ,20 prisoners, and to 
hold ceasefire talks at a future date. 



By Suzanne Goldenberg 

Scores of attempts have been 
made to resolve Afghanistan's war, 
but UN officials were optimistic 
about the deal. 

They did not, however, say how 
the government would be orga- 
nized. If the arrangement is on an 
ethnic rather than regional basis it 
is uncertain how far the Taliban 
will go to accommodate other eth- 
nic groups. 

. Last month Mr Mutawakil was 
insisting that, because the territory 
under Taliban control included 
non-Pakhtim inhabitants, the mili- 
tia constituted by itself the "broad- 
based government" the UN has 
decreed for the country. It is uncer- 
tain how far the Taliban has 
qhanged its views on representation 
for the country's different ethnic 
groups. 

Meanwhile, Mohammed Yoimus 
Qanouni, a negotiator for. the 
Northern Alliance, suggested that 
his side would fight just as stub- 
bornly fort a share of power. ■S>xu: 
definition of a broad-based govern- 
ment means a strong central gov- 
ernment where everybody is repre- 
sented," he said. 

The talks coincided with sporadic 
fighting between the two sides in 
Afghanistan. The announcement of 
an agreement created confusion. 

Although Mr Mutawakil is the 
main adviser to the Taliban's 



supreme authority - Mullah 
Mohammed Omar - and his main 
conduit to the outside world, 
Taliban officials were surprised at 
the agreement. 

In Kandahar, a spokesman said 
Mr Mutawakil did not have the 
authority to take such a decision. 

In recent months the pressiures 
on the Taliban have intensified. 

Already decried for its involve- 
ment in heroin trafficking and its 
treatment of women, it now faces 
Washington's wrath for providing 
sanctuary to Osama bin Laden, the 
Saudi wanted for the bombing of 
United States embassies in Africa 
last summer. 

The Taliban regime is also broke, 
crippled by the withdrawal of offi- 
cial Saudi support last September. 

Such pressures wiU weigh against 
the imwillingness of the Taliban or 
its opponents to offer genuine com- 
promise when the agreement is put 
to the test. 

The two sides are to meet in two 
weeks - possibly inside Afghanistan 
- to work out the details of a power- 
sharing arrangement, and to negoti- 
ate a ceasefire. 

Mr Qanouni said: "I am opti- 
mistic and hopeful that at the next 
round of talks we will be able to 
annoimce a permanent ceasefire in 
Afghanistan." — Dawn-Guardian 
Newsservice 
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Taliban ban 
Nauroz 
festivities 



KABUL, March 16: The TaUban 
banned Nauroz, the traditional 
Afghan new year ceremonies, as an 
anti-Islamic practice, Radio Shariat 
said on Tuesday. 

The radio added Ulema had also 
decided at a meeting to ask people 
to shim such customs. 

A well-known Taliban leader, 
Maulvi Jalaluddin Shinwari, 
"spoke on some issues, particularly 
Nkuroz, from a religious point of ' 
view and considered celebrations 
for Nauroz anti-Islamic," the radio 
said. 

Nauroz, which literally means 
new day, marks the first day of the 
Persian solar year which begins in 
five days time. 

A year ago, the Taliban amended 
the Persian calendar followed in 
Afghanistan with the lunar calen- 
dar, which has 10 days less. 

Nauroz is mostly observed by 
Persian-speaking ethnic groups in 
the centre and north of 
Afghanistan, with residents going 
to hilltops and gardens and prepar- 
ing special dishes of green vegeta- 
bles and soaked dry fruits to mark 
the advent of spring. 

According to locals, Nauroz is 
still celebrated in many parts of 
Afghanistan. 

The biggest ceremony used to 
take place every year on March 21 
in the northern city of Mazar-i- 
Sharif. 

The ceremonies in Mazar-i- 
Sharif , which feU to the Taliban 
last August, wOl not be marked this 
year in view of the militia's ban on 
Nauroz, locals said.— AFP 
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400 Afghans 
leave for S. Arabia 
to perform Haj 

From Marjan Ali Shah 

PESHAWAR - Some 400 Afghan 
nationals residing in various cities and 
towns of NWFP as well as in the adja- 
cent tribal areas left Peshawar for Saudi 
Arabia for performing Hajj. 

The Afghan nationals, assembled on 
the premises of Afghan Consulate Gen- 
eral on the Mall Peshawar, proceeded to 
Islamabad through buses from where 
they would fly to Jeddah through Saudi 
Airlines. The arrangements for airiift- 
ing of the pilgrims from Peshawar to 
Saudi Arabia has been made by the 
Peshawar-based Afghan Consulate Gen- 
eral. 

Amidst several problems and compli- 
cations, the Afghan Consulate General 
in Peshawar e^nabled of airlifting 1,000 
Afghan nationals to Jeddah, Saudi Ara- 
bia for performing Hajj and the remain- 
ing 600 nationals would leave by March 
21 next. In this coimection, the second 
group of the Afghan nationals would 
leave for Jeddah on March 18, third on 
March 20 and fourth on March 21 next. 

Before leaving Peshawar for 
Islamabad, the Afghan pilgrims on 
premises of the Consulate were ad- 
dressed by Vice Consul General Mr 
Wall Naeemi. He told the Afghans to 
become ambassadors of their war dam- 
aged country in the holy land of Saudi 
Arab and try to improve image of Af- 
ghanistan on the eve of big gathering of 
the Muslims from all over the worid. He 
said that in Saudi Arab, they would 
remain guests of the Almighty Allah 
and try to avail the opportunity for the 
betterment of their motherland and its 
people. 

The Peshawar-based Vice Afghan 
Consul General has urged the pilgrims 
to pray for return of complete peace, 
success of the Islamic system, sover- 
eignty and solidarity of their mother- 
land. He also asked the pilgrims to high- 
light the achievements of the Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan before their 
Muslim brothers from all over the worid 
on the eve of Hajj. 
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Breakdo\4^n in 

* 

Kabul basic 
living conditions 

KABUL (AFP) - The UN Human 
Rights Commission (UNHRC) has 
found ^horrendous' evidence of a break- 
down in basic living conditions in Ka- 
bul, a UN special rapporteur said Thurs- 
day. 

Kamal Hossain said evidence would 
be included in his report on human 
rights violations within Afghanistan as 
defined by International Humanitarian 
Law governing killing, torture and in- 
humane treatment. 

*In Kabul you see the enormous de- 
struction that has taken place and the 
destruction of the physical things and 
of lives, and the ordinary life of peo- 
ple,* he told reporters. 

The impact on education on health 
on malnutrition ... I've been looking at 
all the socio-indicators and they are 
really horrendous.' 

Hossain will release an abridged ver- 
sion of his rei)ort in April and a fuller 
report'in -October. 

He said "several issues had arisen 
since the UNHRC's last report was 
released in August, 1998. 

These included the massacre of eth- 
nic Hazaras in Mazar-i-Sharif after the 
Taliban took control of the city last 
August. Human rights groups claim 

between 5,000 and 8,000 civilians were 
; killed. 

Other issues encompass recent peace 
talks, the killing of UN staff, and the 
murder of Iranian diplomats in Mazar- 
i-Sharif which pushed Tehran to the 
brink of war with Afghanistan in the 
second half of 1998. *You have to see 
it in the context of 20 years of conflict, 
you can see the scars and the continu- 
ing effects,' he said. 

*It is men, women and children who 
have been the victims of this conflict 
and there have been massive human 
rights violations as a result.' 

*The beggars on the streets — and for 
the rest of the country what you hear 
about is the conflict is not yet over and 
then you hear about the rocket attacks on 
Kabul itself,' he said of his investigations. 

Asked whether his report would have 
a direct impact on ambitions by die 
ruling Taliban to obtain international 
recognition, he said: 
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Afghan DPs 
to be shifted 
from Nasir 
Bagh camp 

Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR, March 15: The 
Afghan Refugee commissionerate, 
Peshawar, has finalized arrange- 
ments for the shifting of Afghan 
refugees from the Nasir Bagh 
refugee camp located in the sub- 
urbs of Peshawar. : I 

This was stated by Gulzar Khan, 
Commissioner, Afghan Refugees. 
He told Daum that since the land 
currently occupied by die refugees 
was within the junsdiction of the 
proposed 4616 aci^es Regi Lalma 
housing scheme of the Peshawar 
Development Authority where the 
development work was to start 
soon, the shifting of the refugees 
had become imperative. 

'*We do have problems in find- 
ing tents and other fadlities for 
these refugees at the alternative 
sites but hopefully these will be 
resolved," he said. The shifting 
would be completed well in time, 
he stated. 

Nasir Bagh camp is one of the 
oldest and biggest where, accord- 
ing to the Commissioner, 80,000 
refugees live out of whom 66,000 
were registered and the rest were 
unregistered. The Peshawar 
Development Authority had been 
pressing hard for the vacation of 
the land for quite some time. 
Howevar, it took the refugee com- 
missionerate some time to handle 
the issue with care as also to find 
an alternate camp site for the 
refugees. 

About confining the Afghan 
refugees to the camps as per the 
annoimcement of the chief minis- 
ter of the province who had said 
that the operation of confining 
them to the camps would be start- 
ed on March 15 to relieve popula- 
tion pressure on Peshawar and to 
solve problems faced by the peo- 
ple of the provincial capital who 
had been burdened with half-a-mil- 
lion refugee population. The com- 
missioner said that it was a sepa- 
rate issue and avoided making any 
comment on the subject 

''The matter requires a lot of 
thinking, therefore nothing can be 
^d about it just now," he said. 

DAWN 




aiis criticise 




By MuqUMam Khan 



iSWABI: NWFP^oveniment's platis 
to restrict refugees to camps has 
drawn sharp criticism from thou- 
sands of displaced Afghan families. 

Most of the Afghan refugees 
question the wisdom behind the 
provincial goveminent*s decision to 
confine them (refugees) to the 
camps where they won't get shelter 
and sources of liveliliood. "1 do not 
understand policy to confine Afgh^ 
refugees to the camps after two 
decades while the issue was not 
taken seriously when international 
aid was pouring in during war 
. against the former USSR," lamented 
an Afghan refugee, requesting not to 
be named. 

NWFP government has asked the 
Commissionarate for Afghan 
Refugees (CAR) to work outwithin a 
month a plan for accommodating 
unregistered refugees in the 48 
camps throughout the province. 
More than a million unregistered 
Afghan refugees are living outside 
the refugee camps in NWFR 

Earlier, NWFP Chief Minista* Sar- 
dar Mahtab Ahmad Khan had an- 
notmced to go ahead with a plan of 
action by March 15 for confining 
refugees to the camps. The chief 
minister, however, had to step back 
of his words due to lack of home 
work on the issue. 

A »irvey conducted by The News 
revealed that about 45,000 Afghan 



re^gees are Jiving^in^andaf ^nd 
Gohati camps in Swabi district, with 
most of the dwellers wozking as daily 
wagers. Rest are in different trades 
e.g., hoteling, transport, handicraft 
etc. 

Most of the Afghan refugees ap- 
proached by The News refused to re- 
turn to their country, saying there c^ v 
exist no favourable conditions for f\ 
the repatriation. Flist, there is war 
: and then there is shortage of edibles, 
sources, of livelihood and second 
landmines are a great threat,** said 
an Afghan refugee. are the most r 
neglected nation," regretted another 
Afghan while recollecting how inter- ' 
national community put an end to fi- 
nancial assistance after the with- 
drawal of Soviet troops from 
Afghanistan. 

Most of refugees accused differ- 
ent countries including Pakistan, Q 
India, Russia, Saudi Arabia, USA and l^s 
Central Asian states for meddling in 
internal affairs of Afghanistan. They 
asked that the Afghans should be left f>t 
alone to restore peace and normalcy i 
to the war-torn country ^ 

Some alleged that the Taliban 
militia were the product of religious 
schools, (madrassas) in Pakistan and ^ 
ei\loy the outright support of Islam- g 
abad. "Even if the entire Afghanistan S 
comes under Taliban control there 
will be no peace," remarked a grey- W 
bearded Gul Jan, adding that peace?' 
is ohfer possible throu^ negotiations^ 
among different factions. 
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JI opposes confining of 
Afghan refugees to camps 



Ff cm Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR-IhepiovincialMajhs- 
i-Shoora of Jama'at-i-Islami has ex- 
pressed deep concern over the confin- 
ing of Afghan refugees to the camps and 
demanded of the government to join 
hands with Iran for the permanent solu- 
tion of Afghan issue to ensure the per- 
manent repatriation of the refugees to 
their homeland. 

The demand was made through a 
resolution unanimously passed by 
the Shoora meeting held on Satur- 
day at Al-Markaz Islami, Peshawar, 
with Acting Amir Sirajul Haq in the 
chair. 

TTie meeting said that this decision of 



the government could create law and 
order situation and in case of this deci- 
sion the government would have to pro- 
vide accommodation, education, food 
and treatment facilities to the refiigees 
in the camps which was an impossible 
task in the present economic crisis in the 
country. 

The Shoora through another resolu- 
tion expressed dissatisfaction over die 
two years performance of Nawaz gov- 
ernment and said the policies of 
Nawaz Sharif and his colleagues 
badly damaged the integrity, soli- 
darity, Islamic status and economic 
stability of the country which pushed 
the country into deep economic and 
political crisis. 
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Refugees' repatriation 
begins as summer sets in 



From Marjan AH Shah 

PESHAWAR - With the advent of 
summer season the Afghan refugees . 
have started repatriation and in the last 
few days about 33 families have re- 
turned to their homes in Afghanistan. 

Every year» most of the Afghan fami- 
lies migrate to Peshawar in the winter 
season and to save themselves from 
the hot season, usually return to their 
homeland in the month of March and 
April. The other refugees who have 
established their businesses or pur- 
chased property in Peshawar and other 
areas always prefer to stay here but 
only shift the children and female 
members to homes in the cold areas 
because as compared to Pakistan the 
season in Afghanistan remain cold and 
the Afghans can not suffer the heat. 

The refugees usually return to the 
peaceful areas where they can start 
farming and other business. 

Currently the Afghans residing in 
various parts of North West Frontier 
Province have started returning via 
Pak-Afghan border at Torkhum, to 
Jalalabad, Paktia, Khost. Asadabad, 
and some other areas where they may 
not face the danger of war or mines. 
They started the cultivation of crops in 
their farms and also repair their homes 
damaged by snow or rain. This repa- 
triation will be increased with the se- 
verity in weather. 

According to some reports the refu- 
gees, living in Balochistan, have also 
started moving to their homes in Af- 
ghanistan and uptill now, 17 families 



have been returned through Pak-Af- 
ghan border Quetta. 

All the repatriated families have re- 
ceived UNHCR standard repatriation 
assistance package and FAO Crops 
have arranged Integrated Protection 
and Production (IPP) pome, fruit and 
vegetable management training 
courses in Kandahar and Paktia (Khost) 
for 48 district trainers. 

The WHO also providing essential 
drugs facilities to the returned families 
and the immunization teams monitor- 
ing die situation and started vaccina- 
tion of the children. 

This year a large number of Afghans 
are expected to repatriate because the 
Government of NWFP has decided to 
confine the refugees to the camps from 
March 1 5 and the NWFP Chief Minis- 
ter Sardar Mehtab Ahmed Khan has 
categorically announced to strictly im- 
plement this decision. 

Although the Afghan- 
Commissionerate has clarified that it 
would need about two crore rupees for 
establishing more camps for refugees 
but the Chief Minister has vowed to 
cross all the hurdles in this regards. 
According to some reports, the law 
enforcing agencies particulariy the 
police department have started home 
work for this task and for chalking out 
planning, the high ups have started 
meetings. 

This was the long cherished demand 
of the citizens particularly the resi- 
dents of Peshawar to confine refugees 
to the camps because the presence of 
more than 3 millions refugees have 



badly affected the all section of life 
and had put extra burdon on the 
economy of the province because the 
foreign aid are either sloped or re- 
duced and due to the current economic 
crisis in the country the province also 
could not afford the burdon of so much 
refugees. For the lost few years, most 
of the social and political organisa- 
tions have expressing their anguishover 
the free movements of refugees in the 
city who also occupied all the busi- 
nesses. 

The crime rate is also increased and 
for the last few years, in most of the big 
criminal cases, the Afghan refugees 
are involved which also compelled the 
government to take some decision. This 
announcement of the Chief Minister 
has pleased the masses particularly the 
Peshawarities who were anxiously 
waiting for the particle implementa- 
tion of the provincial government de- 
cision of confining the refugees to the 
camps. 

The Taliban has the control of more 
than 85 [ycr cent of the country and due 
to the implementation of Islamic Laws, 
complete peace was restored in the 
Taliban controlled areas. 

In these circumstance the refugees 
will face no difficulties to repatriate to 
their home land where as compared to 
the camps in Pakistan they would re- 
ceive better facilities from the foreign 
donors. For about 20 years, the Paki- 
stanis provide all possible facilities to 
their Afghan brothers which is the 
longest hospitality for refugees in the 
history of the world. 
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With the fall of !ylazar-i-Sharif 
last year, all the riya.1 factions were 
swept away from the political scene 
of Afghanistan and the Taliban got 
themselves recognised as the undis- 
puted master of the land. The only 
resistance they faced was 
Commander Ahmad Shah Masood 
from Panjsher Valley. The spreading 
influence of hardline militia was felt 
seriously by Iran, Uzbekistan, 
Tajikistan and other neighbouring 
countries. 

Iran was the first to create hurdles 
in the establishment of a sunni gov- 
ernment in Kabul. The tension at the 
Iran-Afghan border caused by the 
killings of eight Iranian diplomats 
and a journalist by the Taliban di- 
verted their attention from making 
further advancements and offered 
the northern alliance an opportunity 
to consolidate their position against 
the hard-core militia. Iran is striving 
hard to install a man of its own 
choice in Kabul.. This may serve 
Iran's interests in two ways. On one 
hand a pro-Shia government would 
be Iran-friendly through which she 
could easily make her access to the 
Central Asian markets. On the other, 
she will care less for its borders shar- 
ing with Afghanistan. ' 

In the wake of the Soviet invasion 
in 1979, the United States used the 
Afghan soil to foil the communist 
designs of having access to the 
warm waters. After accomplishing 
this mission, she was least interested 
in the region but after the rise of the 
Taliban and the Iranian increased in- 
terest in the Afghanistan affairs has 
once again aroused the US interest 
in the region. The US would nelver 
favour, on one hand, an Iran-friendly 
government in Kabul, and on the 
other a government of fundamental- 
ist students militia in Afghanistan. 

Sensing the situation, the hard- 
core and puritanical militia also gave 
a new dimension to its rigid stand of 
anti-Americanism. The new devel- 
opments in Afghanistan speak vol- 
umes for the fact that Taliban have 
come to realise that peace in 
Afghanistan could only be guaran- 
teed when the US wants so. That 
without having washed the label of 
fundamentalism the US attention 
could hardly be attracted. The last 
year's US missiles attacks on 
Afghanistan for the recovery' of 
Saudi dissident Usama Bin Laden 
sent a message across the worid that 
the gun loaded with bullets could be 
triggered any time and directed" any- 
where when she (America) wants so. 

A French journalist who was 
working on the afterrtath of the US 
missiles attacks on Khost, while 
talking to this scribe was quite right 
to say that "spraying of Afghanistan 
with bullets by the US was more 



Q Ashraf Ali ^ 

than showing the worid what she 
could do for achieving her ends than 
recovering Usama". 

Having realised that without the 
active involvement of the US peace 
in Afghanistan is out of question, the 
Taliban have adopted a mature ap- 
proach now. The mysterious missing 
of Bin Laden from Afghanistan is 
the first step. Famous for their being 
hospitable and norms and values 
lover,' Taliban found it convenient to 
send him underground and impose a 
ban on his political activities than 
handing him over to the US because 
it would have blotted the Taliban's 
image in the eyes of Islamic worid. 

The unconvincing remarks of 
Mullah Umar that he (Usama) may 
have left Afghanistan could in no 
way justify his mysterious missing 
from the scene. How can a man like 
Usama, whose name is giving sleep- 
less nights to the people in the West, 
go missing so easily? 

Wanted by the US administration 
for allegedly masterminding the 
bombings of US embassies in East 
Africa in August last, Usama is not a 
common man to go missing so easi- 
ly as the Taliban say. Accused of 
hosting a terrorist, Taliban had al- 
ready made it clear to the world that 
Usama was not a terrorist when the 
US failed in furnishing proofs 
against his alleged involvement in 
US embassies bombings. Again the 
imposition of a complete ban on the 
political activities of Usama from 
Afghanistan is enough to make the 
US sure that Taliban discourage ter- 
rorism. The UN-brokered Ashgabad 
talks, held from March 11 to 14 
which led to a general understanding 
on four points: a broad based gov- 
ernment; elections; a possible cease- 
fire; and release of prisoners could 
also be termed another development 
towards this end. 

Controlling more than 90% of the 
territory, the Taliban have continu- 
ously been denying oppositions par- 
ticipation in the administrative set 
up. But this time they took the world 
by surprise to announce that they 
are ready to form a shared executive, 
a shared legislature and a shared ju- 
diciary with the opposition. Andrew 
Tesoriere, the acting chief of the 
United Nations special mission for 
Afghanistan while talking to the me- 
' diamen in Islamabad was quite opti- 
mistic to say that "a very important 
first step has been taken and we look 
, fonyard to continuation of the pro- 
cess". By inviting the opposition 
groups to the formation of a new set 
up, Taliban have morally defeated 
their rivals. A meagre representation 
in the administrative set up would 
not be acceptable to Ahmad Shah 



g efforts 

Masood and his aides who are 
dreaming of governing the whole 
country. On the other hand, Taliban 
have shown the worid that they have 
firmly stood by the commitments 
they made in the Ashgabad talks un- 
der the auspices of United Nations. 

The Taliban have, no doubt, 
demonstrated maturity in exploiting 
the situation to invite its rivals to the 
negotiating table to talk on the future 
of the war-torn Afghanistan. If the 
opposition fails to turn up in the next 
round of talks to be held sometime 
later, they will certainly have to 
shoulder the blame for not being sin- 
cere in resolving the issue amicably. 
Again if they negotiate with the 
Taliban representatives, the power 
sharing issue would in no way be ac- 
ceptable to the opposition which will 
again be to the benefit of the 
Taliban. 

In another move, the Taliban 
swooped on 34 heroin-producing 
laboratories in two districts of 
Afghanistan's eastern Nangarhar 
province following a decree by the 
supreme leader Mull&h Muhammad 
Umar. The high commissioner for 
drug control Abdul Hamid 
Akhunzada told before a group of 
Pakistani and western journalists al 
Jalalabad Spin Ghar Hotel that in all 
34 "hidden nests" had been disman- 
tled in Khugyani and Achin districts 
of Nangarhar province close to Pak- 
Afghan border. Fourteen workers at 
the laboratories have been picked up 
and put behind the bars, pending 
their trials before the Sharia court. 
He added "Neither have we done 
this because of international pres- 
sure nor were we obliged to do so". 
The UNDCP Jalalabad's pro- 
gramme officer and officer in charge 
Muhammad Naseeb told that the 
Taliban have assured to help reduce 
poppy cultivation by 50% next year, 
bringing down to zero level by the 
year 2000. Later on the journalists 
were driven to the mountainous Och 
Bandar in Achin District to show 
them the dismantled heroin laborato- 
ries and were allowed to meet the 
workers arrested during the opera- 
tion at the Achin District Jail. 

Although the poor people of the 
war-ravaged Afghanistan with a 
shattered economy have no other al- 
ternatives for their livelihood, even 
then by dismantling these heroin 
factories Taliban's image has im- 
poroved. Sensing the gravity of the 
situation, the Taliban have chosen 
the right path to follow by softening 
its rigid stand on the long-standing 
. issues hampering the positive devel- 
opments in the country. These devel- 
opments will help urge the worid 
community to address the long- 
standing issue of Afghanistan in a 
more positive manner. 
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Afghanistan to welcome 
reftigees- repatriation 



From Shamim Shahid 



PESHAWAR - The Afghan Minister 
for Higher Education, Maulvi Hamd 
Ullah Naumani has said that Islamic 
Emirates of Afghanistan welcomes re- 
turn of the refugees to their motherland 
but the United Nations, other donor 
agencies and developed countries need 
to first take steps for providing an at- 
mosphere conducive to their living in- 
side that war-aff(^ted country. 

This he said during a meeting with the 
UNHCR Officer Mr, France Manin in 
the Peshawar-based Afghan Consulate 
General here on Tuesday. The UNHCR 
officer was assisted by a number of his 
colleagues. While the Afghan Consu- 
late General in Peshawar was repre- 
sented by Vice Consul General Mr. Wali 
Naeemi. 

The meeting continued for around 
two hours and both the sides have ex- 
changed views in depth on various is- 
sues particularly on die repatriation of 
the Afghan refugees, closure of their 
educational institutions in Peshawar and 
latest decision of the NWFP govern- 
ment regarding confining of the refu- 
gees to dieir camps. 

The UNHCR officer briefed the Af- 
ghan Higher Education Minister about 
die repatriaticm plan and said that they 
providing due assistance to those who 
wants to go back to their motherland. In 
this connection, the UNHCR providing 
RS 5,000 in cash, one tent, one plastic 
sheet and three bags (each of SO kg) of 
wheat to the returning refugees. He on 




this occasion pointed out several prob- 
lems which creating hurdles before the 
repatriation process. 

Responding to the point of view of 
UNHCR officers, Maulvi Hamd Ullah 
Naumani, said " we welcome retum of 
the Afghan refugees to the country as 
there exists complete peace and har- 
mony." However, the Afghan minister 
said that unless providing maximum 
facilities of life, it could be very diffi- 
cult for them to stay away in their war 
affected country and war damaged 
homes. |n this connection, he said tiiat 
world countries as well as the UNHCR 
needs to keep in mind such needs of the 
returning refugees. 

Pointing out such problems, the Af- 
ghan Minister said that first there is lack 
of employment opportunities inside 
Afghanistan md with the meager assist- 
ance of the UNHCR, the returning fami- 
lies could survive for a few months. 
Similar is the situation of health, educa- 
tion, agriculture, drinking water and 
other facilities in that country. 

About the arrangements made by the 
Islamic Emirates of Afghanistan for the 
repatriated refugees, Maulvi Naumani 
said that it has established a separate 
ministry. And such a ministry has estab- 
lished it^ offices and branches in all 
provincial and district headquarters. 
Through such offices, the Islamic Emir- 
ate of Afghanistan extemkd maximum 
help to the returning refugees despite its 
limited resources. 

Beside lacking the basic amenities of 
life, Maulvi Naumani said that millions 

St 



of land mines, cultivated by the former 
red army as well as the warring factions 
against each others in the last 20 years is 
the main hurdle before the refugees. He 
said that Islamic Emirates has estab- 
lished complete peace and harmony in 
its controlled areas but it has no re- 
sources to clear the whole of the country 
of such land mines. In this connection, 
he asked the UNO to divert attentions of 
the donor countries to contribute in the 
de-mining campaign which is going on 
in Afghanistan. 

Although it is yet to be decided that 
whom will finance the proposed uni- 
versity but the Afghan Minister was 
informed that in the first phase the 
UNHCR and a number of donor agen- 
cies are going to patronise it. Later on 
success, the students would fulfill its 
expenditures through fees and charges. 
During a tri-partite meeting held in the 
Afghan Refugees Commissionerate a 
few days ago, three committees have 
been established for opening of the pro- 
posed University. One of the committee 
is going to select a site while the two 
others are working for generation of 
funds and other materials for it. 

The insiders from the NWFP govern- 
ment told The Nation that during his 
meeting with the NWFP Education 
Minister Miangul Asfandyar at 
Peshawar on Monday last, the Afghan 
Minister for Higher Education has 
stressed that proposed University of 
Peshawar could be according to the 
Kabul University where the female stu- 
dents are not allowed to get education. 
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Separate university for 
Afghans being established 



From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR - In the wake of fre- 
quent demands of the Afghan nationals, 
the Afghan Refugees Commissionerate 
is considering an single Afghan Uni- 
versity enabling the Afghan youths to 
get further education. 

Fqllowing intensified in-fighting 
among die warring Afghan factions in 
each and every comer of Afghanistan, a 
large number of tte students as well as 
their teachers were left widi no other 
option except to leave their nwtheriand 
as well as their educational institutiwis. 
The Afghan ^ucationists who were 
rendered homeles's by in-fightihg, had 
i established educattondl mistitutions on 
their own and later on number of the 
; universities reached five in Peshawar. 
! No doubt that there was no common 
syllabus or study procedure of such 
universities and the managements have 
\ toreceivetheirchoicedfeesandcharges 
' from the students. However, the NWFP 
government in previous June, without 
issuing any notification, ordered clo- 
sure of all such institotions, thus mak- 
ing jobless scores of teachers and edu- 
cationists as jobless and deprivmg thou- 
sands of students of their right of educa- 



tion. 

In retaliation, the affected Afghans as 
well as their public opinion makers 
knocked at each and every door to con- 
vince the NWFP government for reo- 
pening of such educational institutions. 
In this connection, the Peshawar based 
Afghan Consul General and Vice Con- 
sul have also engaged themselves in a 
series of meetings with the high ranking 
local authorities. But all of their efforts, 
became useless and meaningless. 

Taking a notice of the growing unrest 
amcmg the Afghan nationals, the Af- 
ghan Refugees Commissioner Mr 
pulzarKhan convened a meeting with ' 
' the administrators of all closed Afghdn 
universities^ ahd discussed^ ways ♦and 
means for establishment of the single 
Afghan University with them. Basic 
purpose of such initiatives is to enable 
all Afghan youths of getting a similar 
education under an established frame-- 
work. These Afghans who had attended 
the meeting were included Prof. Mir 
Mohanunad Ijazi, Prof. Mohammad 
Ihsan Ul Qamar, Prof. Mohammad 
Nadar Hadi, Prof. Pari Siddiqui, 
Mohammad Nadar Hassass, Saqib, 
Mohammad Malang, Prof Malalay 
Salim Dr Hazrat Meer Totakhel and 



Af^ans 
Eidul Azha at 




Bttrean Rtpon 

PESHAWAR: Eidul Azha was ob- 
served in parts of Kachagarhi 
refiigees camp and Hayatabad 
town^p in Peshawar on Saturday 
despite NWFT government's pres- 
sure on Afghan refugees to cele- 
brate Eid on Monday. _ 

Afghans celebrate their Eid witli 
Saudi Arabia for^enturtes now but 
those Uving at Nasirba# c^jip difl 
not offer Eid prayers and sacnfices 
because of lot %t pressure from 
NWFP government. 

"We got the orders from chief 
minister to nab refugees who 
celebrate Eid on Saturday," said a 
police constable, at Nasirbagh 
camp. 

The non-celebrating Af^ans ex- 
pressed no regrets about following 
the govOTunent's order. **Do as the 
Romans do in Rome", s^d young 
Na^Khan. ^' ;! 

Most of Afghans expressed their 



surprise over the gbvemment an- 
nouncement to celetrate Eid thr^f 
days after H^. "We don't mind cel- 
ebrating Eid with IWsistan but is it 
not fooUsh to celebrate Eif too 
late?" said a white l^read^d Q^^ 

Nawaz. ' ■ 

Terming un-Islamic, some 

Aghans, purchasing sweete ^t 
Nasirbagh market, criticised the 
l^ovincialjgpye?ninent forJo^ 
the refugees to , (celebrate Eld v^^ 
it arelf^W^ hoi«^ date they 
stop Us*fr6%i mbfating Eid ac- 
cording to bur tradition?" said a 
young Af^ianwoman.^^^^; . 

A large number of Afghan fami- 
hes were seen In different ftiaiicets 
and parks in Hayatabad Township 

on Saturday: ; 

Piles of animal hides could be 
seen on the road side at Board 
Chowk in Uftiveraty Town. Besides 
some religious and ndhtant paid 
set their camps to collect funds and 
hides. 



others. 

Both the sides agreed to continue con- 
sultations with each other for resolving 
the matter and for this purpose they 
established several commissions. The 
number of students, enrolled in all of 
closed universities was around 5,000 
and during the discussion, it was sug- 
gested that site for the proposed single 
university could be selected for accom- 
modating all such students. Similarly, a 
committee was constituted to frame a 
syllabubs for such a university as well 
as to decide about the subjects and dis- 
ciplines in such university. 

An Afghan ^ucationist, when con- 
tacted said that now Ihey are hopeful 
about reopening of the universities and 
he praised the Afghan Refugees Com- 
missioner. Gulzar Khan for his positive 
thinking regarding opening of a single 
university with a unanimous syllabus 
and academic procedure. 

It was further learnt that after amalga- 
mating all universities in private sector, 
the Afghan Refugees 
Commissionerate would initiate 
steps for introduction of a unani- 
mous syllabus and procedure for all 
other Af^an colleges and schools op- 
erating m various parts of the province. 

Afghan DPs 

celebrate 
Eid-ul-Azha 

Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR, March 27: The 
Afghan refugees living in the 
camps and the urban and rural 
areas of NWFP celebrated Eidul 
Azha on Saturday. 

Reports say that Eid was cele- 
brated in almost all the camps in 
Peshawar, Nowshera, Mardan and 
Charsadda districts where Eid 
prayers were off ered.. The refugees 
living in urban areas of Peshawar 
also offered Eid prayers on 
Saturday and sacrifijce animals. 

Meanwhile, Eid-ul-Azha will be 
celebrated in Peshawar, Mardan, 
Charsadda, Nowshera and some 
other parts of NWFP on Sunday. 
The local ulema had already 
announced that Eid would be cele- 
bra|€€^f n Sunday and not on 
M(3ipday as aimounced by the Ruet 
body. 
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UNHCR, NWFP govt in 
a fix over Varsity issue 



From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR The UNHCR and the 
NWFP authorities are in a fix over the 
proposed plan of establishing a single 
university for the Afghan refugees in 
Peshawar after the Taliban leaders have 
declared that they would not allow ^ 
enrollment of the female students in any 
section of this institution. 

Some highly placed government 
sources told The Nation that during his 
meeting with the NWFP Education ^ 
Minister Miangul Asfandyar Amirzeb 
on Monday last, Afghan Minister for 
higher education had put forward sev- 
eral conditions for opening of the said 
university which included "no room*' 
for the Afghan females. While Maulvi 
Hamd Ullah Numani has stressed that 
such a university could be considered a 
subordinating institution of the Afghan 
education ministry at Kabul. 

The sources further said that Afghan 
higher education minister Maulvi Hamd 
Ullah Nuamani in his meeting with the 
NWFP Education Minister had also pro- 
posed several other restrictions against 
the students of thd proposed university. 
Which included opening of departments 
and faculties according to the require- 
ments and needs of the Islamic Emirate 
of Afghanistan. In the light of such 
proposals, the Afghan minister has said 
that the Islamic education made be 
compulsary for its each and every stu- 



dent. 

On the other hand, the United Nations 
High Conmiission for the Refugees ( 
UNHCR ) is also unhappy widi the 
Pakistani authorities point of view re- 
garding the proposed University. Some 
insiders of the NGO's taking interest in 
establishment of the University said that 
NWFP government wants to establish 
its influence over it. In this connection, 
the authorities concerned want to make 
it a subordinating institution of the 
NWFP Education Department as well 
as of the Afghan Refugees 
Commissionerate. In the light of re- 
strictions and reservations of both 
NWFP and Afghan authorities, it seems 
that such a dream of the war affected 
Afghan youngsters, who are desirous 
forgetting education couldn't be mate- 
rialised . 

Thes sources maintained that after the 
NWFP Education Minister Maulvi 
Hamd Ullah Numani has reaffirmed 
his government's stand regarding 
opening of the proposed University 
in Peshawar during his meeting with 
the UNHCR officers at Peshawar on 
Tuesday last. However, the UNHCR 
officer niiade it clear that it is impossible tor 
himtofollowsuchreservationsofTalibaan 
leaders regarding university only for 
the male students with beards on their 
faces. 

During such a meeting, the UNHCR 
officer told the Afghan Minister for 



Higher Education, that they would fol- , 
low rules and regulations of the 
UNESCO regarding opening of the pro- 
posed University at Peshawar. In this 
connection, he said that its doors could 
be open for both male and female stu- 
dents. He also said that in the wake of 
Afghanistan's requirements regarding 
rebuilding and reconstruction, they 
wants to give education in medical, en- 
gineering, agriculture and other fields. 
Such subjects, according to him would 
encourage the Afghan youngsters to 
take active part in rebuilding and recon- 
struction process of their motherland. 

However, after getting a negative re- 
sponse from both the NWFP and Af- 
ghan authorities, the UNHCR and other 
NGO's are unable to go ahead with their 
proposed plan of providing education 
facilities to the war displaced young- 
sters. Now taking the Afghan 
intelectuals, social workers and human 
rightesls into confidence, the UNHCR 
struggling to find out alternate sources 
of education for them. 

It may be mentioned here that some 
one year ago, the NWFP government 
has ordered closure of all four Afghan 
universities in Peshawar. Such institu- 
tions, included one for women had been 
opened by the Afghan educationists and 
financers in the private sector and the 
NWFP government has attracted reac- 
tion from all over the world in this 
connection. 
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Afghans throng streets 
to celebrate Jashne Nauroz 



By Behroz Khan 

PESHAWAR: Thousands of Afghans 
Sunday thronged parks and streets 
in Peshawar to solemnise the arrival 
of the new year, popularly known as 
'Dehqan Wraz* (peasant's day) in 
Afghanistan. 

Nauroz day^ as traditionally 
known in this part of the world since 
centuries, heralds the advent of 
spring season and the new agricul- 
ture year when farmers use to take 
their bullocks to the fields for a sym- 
bolic plough. "Parmers welcome the 
new year and say good-bye to the 
outgoing one on this day. Nauroz 
has deep roots in the Afghan culture 
and history," remarked Abdul Malik, 
while celebrating the day along with 
his family in a park. Bagh-i-Naran 
and Tatara parks in the posh Hay- 
atabad locality have rarely witnessed 
such hustle and bustle even on the 
occasion of Eids. 

It seemed as if women, children 
and the young Afghans had put all 
their miseries of life in exile behind, 
at least for a while, and were seen 
playing different traditional games 
and enjoying a perfect picnic day 
"We used to put on new clothes and 
went for outing along with family 
members on Nauroz day in our 
country But there is little charm to 
celebrate the new year away from 
our homeland," said Sher Ahmad, a 
former clerk of the education de- 
partment in Kabul. Sher Ahmad was 
critical of Taliban for banning the 
celebration of Nauroz festivities and 
said "this is part of 5,000 year his- 
tory and culture". 

"I want to give hope to my sisters 
in Kabul and other parts of 



Afghanistan today that this dark 
night will end very soon. We will 
have our freedom of expression and 
thinking one day," said Mrs Abdul 
Malik while reacting to the Taliban 
ban on the celebration of Nauroz 
and imposing restrictions on women 
by the students militia. The lady ex- 
pressed solidarity with the Afghan 
women, what she termed, were con- 
demned to life by Taliban and said 
that Afghans would be able to win 
over their freedom back and return 
to their homeland with honour and 
di^ty. / 

"Taliban mu^ not ban celebra- 
tion of Nauroz.; One can question 
the logic and stand of Taliban as to 
how observance of the traditional 
Afghan festival was iin-Islamic," 
asked Sher Ahmad who also dis- 
puted the linkage of Nauroz with 
the coronation of Hazrat Ali (RA) as 
the fourth caliph. The coronation 
issue, Ahmad said was some thing 
very new if one goes by the re- 
ported history while the origination 
of Nauroz dates back to time im- 
' memorable. "What I know is that 
this d&y brings reunion to all of us. 
Afghans celebrate this day with 
more fervour than the Eids as it 
comes only once in a year," said 
Ahmad who migrated to Peshawar 
from Kabul some four years ago. 

As the tradition goes, Afghans 
visit shrines and cemeteries to offer 
prayers for the departed souls of 
their rdatives on this day and the 
major event of Nauroz used to be 
the flag hoisting ceremony atMazar- 
i-Sharif. Taliban have banned all the 
festivities this year including the tra- 
ditional pulling down of the flag at 
the shrine of Sakhi Saib to be 



hoisted again after 40 days. The 
shrine of Sakhi Saib is believed to be 
of Hazrat AU (RA). 

"All the revolutions be Islamic or 
social should not be directed at at- 
tacking the history and culture of 
nations. Why this cruelty is going on 
in Afghanistan only," said Abdul 
Malik. "Life without freedom is 
meaningless. We hold our traditions 
and freedom very dear to us," he 
said and hoped that normal life will 
return to his country which Malik 
believes was the destiny 

Vendors also had a hay day, spe- 
cially the professional photogra- 
phers were much m demand as the 
photo-loving Afghan youth would 
group together to have snaps as 
souvenir of the new year. Apart from 
the festivities, several Afghan or- 
ganisations arranged functions to 
mark the day. One such event was 
"Mehfil-i-Mushaira" which was or- 
ganised by Iranian Culture Centre at 
Pashto Academy Peshawar Univer- 
sity 

A Mushaira was held Sunday in 
Peshawar University to celebrate 
Nauroz. 

The Nauroz Mushaira was jointly 
organised by the Khana-i-Flarhang, 
the cultural centre here of the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran, the Pashto 
Academy of Peshawar University, 
and the Afghanistan Study Centre. 

The Mushaira at the Senate Hall 
of the Peshawar University was 
largely attended by Pakistanis, Ira- 
nians and Afghans. The poets re- 
cited their poems in different lan- 
guages, among them Persian, Pashto 
and Urdu, to welcome Nauroz and to 
highlight their aspirations for the 
new year. 
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Afghans celebrate Eid in NWFP 



From Marjan Ali Shah 

PESHAWAR - The stage is set for 
three Eids in the country with the Af- 
ghan refugees living in ^ camps and 
other partK of the country, celebrated 
Eid-ul-Azha on Saturday with religious 
fervour and zeal. 

The refugees offered Eid pfayer and 
also slaughtered animals.In some 
areas,the locals also joined with the 
Afghans and celebrated Eid. Since, mi- 
gration to Pakistan, the Afghan refu- 
gees used to celebrate Eid-ul-Fitar and 
Eid-ul-Azha food observe Roza (fast) 
with the government of Afghanistan 
which usually follow the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. 

This year, the proyiacidl government 
stoped the refugees from celebrating 
Eld-ul-Fitar with the Afghan govern- 
ment and the Afghan Commissioi^n^ 
strictly ctirectedd^ refugees loceletote 
Eid widi the govommmit of Pakistan 
and not with Afg^iamstan. 

Similariy, in NWFF, the local ulema 
has amKHinced Bid m March 28 Sun- 
day whik the oMcial Ruiat-e-Hilal com- 
mittee has anncHmced ^d on Monday 
March 29. 

Celebrating of three Eids was not a 
new phnomena as in tl» past,the refu- 
gees used to celebn^ Eid with the gov- 
eimnent of Afghanistan and the Ulema 



of Peshawac, Charsadda, Swabi, 
Nowshera and Southern Districts cel- 
ebrate Eid a day ahead of the ofRcial Eid 
and similar is ^e case of fasts. 

The government of NWFP has al- 
though warned the ulema not to cel- 
ebrate Eid a day ahead of the official Eid 
and according to some r^rts, a few 
ulema were arrested and also wa^ed 
them not to offer Eid prayer cm Sunday 
but the locals and ulema have ignored 
this warning of the government and 
finalised all arrangements for prayer 
and slaughtering of sacrificial animals 
on Sunday. The Ulema of the Southern 
districts also announced Eid on Sunday. 

The locals in NWFP usually follow 
the decree of the ulema regarding roza 
or Eid and the ulema for this purpose 
have fcnmed two local Ruiat-e-Hilal 
Committees, on in Charsadda and the 
other is in Peshawar. 

Itmay be recalled toe that the Jamiat- 
ul-Ulema Afghui Committee, Rajjar 
(Charsa^), In a meeting held at Jamaa 
Masjid Rajjar, chaired by Maulana Sa- 
heb-ul-Haq, in which abmit 500 promi- 
nent Ulema and religious scholars of 
Charsadda, M^an, Peshawar, No- 
where, Swabi and the surrounding ar- 
eas, decided to celebrate Eid on Sunday. 

llie local ulema of Peshawar, in a 
meeting held on Wednesday at Masjid 
Qasim Ali Khan chaired by Mufti 



Shahabviddin Populzai also endoresed 
the Rajjar decision for celebrating Eid 
on Sunday. 

The meeting was attended by Maulana 
Muhammad Amir Bejli Ghar,Sheikhul 
HacMth maulana Fazle Maula,Sheikhul 
Hadeth Sayed Qammer,Maulana Abd- 
ur-Rashid, Maulana Abdullah, Maulana 
Abdul benori and others. The n^ing 
uncHlimously decicted that 30 days of 
"Zeiiqida** is completed on March 17 
^ and the first Zel Hajj was on Friday 
March 18, there fore Eid-ul-Azha falls 
on Sunday March 28. 

The provincial government tried its 
best to persuade the ulema to follow the 
official Ruiat-e* Hilal decision but the 
meeting, chaired by provincial minister 
for religious affairs Pir Muhammad 
Khan and attended by pro government 
ulema, failed to get the desired results 
and after three hours of the said meet- 
ing, the local Ulema announced their 
decision of celebrating Eid on Sunday. 

According to various citizens,the gov- 
ernment could not force them to follow 
the official Ruiat-e-Hilala Conunittee 
as they are stricdy following ttieir Ulema 
in die reUgioi^ afijdrs and not die govem- 
m^ Hie Ulema also auiounced not to 
bow but stict to didr dedsion as ^ CQuld 
not prefer tl» government orders over 
Sharia and die Shariah orders are very 
clear about Eid and Fast (R^^"- ^ 
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Former President Mujaddedi talks to The Nation 

Pakistan can play a key 
role for Afghan peace 



From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR - Former Afghan 
Presidentandchief of tfaenewly formed 
Association for Peace and Naticmal 
Unity of Afghanistan Prof. Sibghat 
UUah Mttjaddadi has said that Paki- 
stan can i^ay a key role in the efforts 
aimed at restoration of peace in Af* 
ghanistan. 

"Pakistan remained close to the Af- 
ghans in the last two decades and it is 
familiar with the Afghan socio-politi- 
cal structure, therefore, we believe that 
Pakistan can play a key role in ^e 
efforts " he renaarked in an interview 
with daily The Nation, 

The fornwr Afghan President Prof / 
Mujaddadi said that Afghan conflict is 
not only contrary to the interests of 
Afghans but it could also cause severe 
threats to the regional peace. 

Prof. SibghatUllahMujaddadi. while 
answering to a question, said, "I am 
hopeful that peace would return a day 
in our motherland as the countrymen 
have been dishearted by continued 
bloodshed and destruction which is 
gomg on since 1979 last. "He added 
that as a result of war, Afghanistan has 
been destroyed, its people suffered a 
lot and now Aey are hunting for a two 
time meal. He remariced that as a result 
of uncertain situation and lack of a 
centralised authority that country be- 
came a safe haven for the drug-traf- 
fickers and terrorists. 

"War is no more solution to the con- 
flicts and confrontation, "he said, add- 
ing that since 1992 last he was strug- 
gling for finding out a negotiated solu- 
tion to the crisis. In this connection, he 
diverted attention towards his prq?os- 
als and suggestions from time to time 
to the United States, UN, Pakistani, 
Iranian and other authorities. "Most 
recently during talks with the high 
ranking Pakistani authorities, I told 



them to help them in return of peace 
then you would see that not a single 
refugee would remain in Pakistan, 
added. 

In response to a question. Prof. 
Mujaddadi dispelled impression that 
Afghan nationals are reluctant to go 
back to their motherland and recalled 
that world had witnessed that some two 
million Afghans returned to their war- 
^fectoi houses when he became the 
first presidentof Afghanistan aftertrans- 
fer of power by late Dr Najib Ullah in 
April 1992 last. He was of the firm 
belief that whenever peace return in 
Afghanistan, the world would see that 
how the Afghans going back to their ^ 
motherland. "But first those who desir- 
ous for the return of Afghan refugees, 
must keep in mind necessity for a com- 
plete peace and a centralised authority 
in Afghanistan, "he stressed. 

Answering to a question, Prof. 
Mujaddadi confirmed that as a result of 
foreign interferences, Afghanistan had 
been facing in-fighting from the last 
several years. He said that unless an end 
to such foreign interferences, no one 
could resolve the matter. He while elabo- 
rating his point of view said that all the 
regional and neighbouring countries 
need to help the peace loving and demo- 
cratic minded Afghans to pull their 
motheriand out of existing crisis. He 
suggested all of the foreign countries 
interfering in affairs of Afghanistan to 
refrain themselves of the efforts 
aimed at empowering their choice 
governments in Afghanistan. In this 
connection, he renunded that fate of 
the former Soviet Union is before of the 
worid. Advocating in favour of his point 
of view, Prof. Mujaddadi said that in- 
stead of consuming a lot for empower- 
' ing of the puppet regime in Kabul, the 
foreign countries, particularly the re- 
gional countries need to help the demo- 
cratic minded Afghans for establishment 



of a friendly government. 

The former Afghan president while 
commenting on the recent understand- 
ing between Taliban and Northern Al- 
liance at Ashaqabad stated itapositive 
development. He saidthat through such 
a deal, both the sides have realised that 
war couldn't resolve their internal dif- 
ferences and only through table talks 
and political ways, they can sort out 
the issues. 

In this connection/he said that only 
through a meeting of the loya jirga, the 
mandate of ^ war-affected Afghans 
could be ascertained in favour of the 
l^rpposedbroad based government. He 
"said that it is wrong to back the coali- 
tion goveminent as in past they en- 
joyed such experiences. 

Elaborating his point of view, Prof. 
Mujaddadi said that Afghanistan is the 
multi-nationalities state and unless giv- 
ing due representatioiuto each and 
every conununity, an individual or his 
supporters and dlies couldn't govern 
it thrpugh gun point for a long time. 

Answering to a question. Prof. 
Mujaddadi has held the USA respon- 
sible for encouraging of the 
extremists.He recalled that during 
jehad, the USA and its allies have 
concentrated all of its assistance and 
funds on the extremist groups which 
now become a serious problem for the 
USA. He was of the view that if the 
USA and other western and regional 
countries are sincere in their claims 
then they must back the democratic 
minded Afghans who struggling for 
formation of a broad based interim 
government in Afghanistan. Although 
Prof. Mujaddadi had certainreservations 
over the policies of Taliban but was 
hopeful that they would realise the 
importances of Jirga's. He also said 
that it is wrong to say that Taliban 
influence was affecting the regional 
peace and political structure. 
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Unified front can 'save' 
Afghan nation: Rabbani 



TEHRAN (AFP) - Ousted Afghan 
president Burhanuddin Rabbani called 
on his a)nip^tnots ^cnrldwide Sunday 
to form a national froxA to *save* the 
war-torn country, now mostly control- 
led by the Taliban militia that over- 
threw him. 

'We are asking everybody . no matter 
what their poUticalallegiances— mem- 
bers of the clergy, Actional leaders, 
intellectuals — to help create a united 
national front,' he said in a statement 
relcasied by the Afghan embassy in 
Telnran. 

His call to *save Afghanistan' comes 
just one day alter tht arrival here of UN 
^)ecial^voyLakhdarBrahimifor talks 
on the Afghan crisis. 

Brahimi is holding five days of talks 
with Iranian officials as well as a del- 
egation from the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC), of which 
Iran currently holds the presidency. 

Brahimi's visit to Iran, fiercely op- 
posed to the Taliban regime, comes 
following an agreement between the 
Sunni Muslim militia and Afghan op- 
position fcm;es to hold peace talks in 
Turkm^stan next wedk- 

The UN special envoy announced in 
IsIamabadonThursdayOiattheTaliban 



and its rivals had agreed to hold peace 
talks in Ashkabad on March 10. 

Brahiiiii said tlje Ashk^ad.qpnfer: 
ence blfWed the 'liust chance' for the 
two sides to arrive at a peaceful settle- 
ment. 

Brahimi acknowledged he did not 
succeed in persuading the Taliban to 
agree to the formation of a broad-based 
government of national reconciliation. 

But he voiced the hope that Afghani- 
stan* s neighbours would be able to 
convince Sie warring factions to see 
reason and arrive at a settlement. 

Shiite Muslim Iran does not recog- 
nize the Taliban and is demanding the 
trial of Taliban militiamen responsible 
for the RHirders of eight Iranian diplo- 
mats and an Iranian journalist when the 
militia seiied the northern city of 
Mazar-i-Sharif last year. 

The Taliban have taken control of 80 
percent of, Afghanistan after toppling 
Rabbani but are recognised as the le- 
gitimate government by only Pakistan, 
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates. They have imposed an ultra- 
strict interpretation of islamic Sharia 
law, diunning Western fashions as well 
as barring women ftom holding jobs or 
attencMng school. 
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Foreign interference main 
cause of Afghanistan crisis 

UN should play its due role: Recognition of Taliban 
government is a must, says Maulvi Mohammad 



From Shamim Shahid 

PESH AW AR - Formcr>/wJic leader 
and Chief of Harakat Islami Afghani- 
stan Maulvi Mohammad Nabi 
Mohammad! has said that permanent 
peace in Afghanistan could be achieved 
only when ther foreign countries stop 
interference in«ffairs of that country .The 
United Nations should play its due role 
in this connection. 

He expressed these views during a 
meeting with the UN special envoy for 
Afghanistan, Mr Lakhdar Brahimi, who 
called on him. Mr Lakhdar, currently is 
visiting the region and holding talks 
with Uie Afghan leaders in connection 
wi^ his assignments for fuiding out a 
permanent solution to the conflict 
through political ways. 

Reaftoiing his support to the Taliban 
government, Maulvi Nabi Mohammad 
N^bi reminded that Taliban had be- 
come the first force who established 
their control over more than 90 per cent 
land of Afghanistan. He said that be- 
sides est^lishing their control over more 
than 90 per cent land of Afghanistan, 
Taliban had also restored a peaceful 
atmosphere in Afghanistan. 



He said that for unknown reasons the 
world community was following indis- 
criminate policies towards Taliban 
which could be an insult to the whole 
Afghans. 

Maulvi Nabi Mohammadi, on this 
occasion, also denounced what he called 
the negative and unrealistic attitude of 
the UN. He alleged that UN, at the 
behest of the Western worid, was reluc- 
tant to recognise the Taliban govern- 
ment, despite the fact that Taliban were 
fulfilling all criteria. 

He said UN needed to early recognise 
the Taliban government and ask its 
members to do so. He was of the view 
that through such steps, the UN could 
easily get its objectives fulfilled. 

Advoc^ating in favour of the Taliban 
government policies, Maulvi Nabi 
Mohammadi said that Taliban were 
Af;^ans who remained too much loyal 
and sincere to the Islamic norms and 
philosophies which ensure protection 
to human rights and privilege without 
any discrimination. 

He said that after establishing their 
control and restoration of peace in their 
controlled areas, Taliban had also 
opened the health and educational insti- 



tutions where the women were getting 
their just rights. He reminded that ma- 
jority of the Afghans who were made 
dishearted by war in their motherland 
have recognised the Taliban govern- 
ment and the UN needs to honour wishes 
and expectations of the war-affected 
Afghans. , 

It may be mentioned here the UN 
special envoy had been struggling to 
build up a consensus among the Af- 
ghans before announcing time and date 
for the proposed 6+2 meeting to be held 
in Tashkant, Uzbekistan.' Taliban are 
reluctant to revise their stand and now 
the UN Envoy wants to muster support 
of the maximum Afghans in favour of 
the peace formula and inidatives. 

Apart from Afghanistan's Taliban 
government, die Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan and Iran have already wel- 
comed such initiatives. While the peace- ^ 
loving Afghans, declare themselves as 
moderates have already endorsed the 
UN peace plan, M|er Mohammadi, die 
UN Envoy would meet leaders like 
former Afghan President Prof. Sibghat 
Ullah Mujaddadi and NIFA chief Pir 
Syed Ahmad Gillani at Peshawar on 
Monday (today). 



NATION 



0 1 HAR :9S9 



Brahimi meets Taliban leaders 






KABUL, Feb 28: The UN 
Afghan envoy on Sunday 
proposed fresh talks 
between the ruling Taliban 
militia and its foes to end 
fighting in the war-torn 

country. 

After a day of talks with the 
Islamic militia, Lakhdar 
Brahimi told reporters he dis- 
cussed a possible return of UN 
staff to Afghanistan and the 
whereabouts of Osama bin 
Laden, reported missing by his 
Taliban hosts. 

also discussed the possibili- 
ty of negotiations to put an end to 
the fighting," Brahimi said. •*We 
have proposed that another meet- 
ing takes place as soon as possible 
and we hope die respcaises will be 
positive." 

The Taliban and the representa- 
tives of its chief enemy, Ahmad 
Shah Maspod, held inconclusive 
peace talks in neighbouring 
Uzbekistan last month under UN 
efforts to get all warring parties to 
return to die negotiating table. 

The rift was underlined on 
Sunday when sources close to 
Masood said he was planning to set 
up an Afghan "parUament" with 
opposition allies after talks over 
the last few wedcs. 

The indi^wdwftt-AfiJian Islamic 
Press (AIP) news agency quoted 



die sources as saying a 40-member 
opposition commission was to draw 
up plans to select a leadership 
council and a 150-member parlia- 
ment with 12 ministries from all 
tribes and jproups. 

AIP had no further details. 
Neither the taliban nor its enemies 

have a parliament. 

The United Nations has withheld 
official recognition of the Taliban, 
who coiitrol 90 per cent of 
Af^anistan, demanding a broad- 
based administration to end the 
bloodshed. 

UN foreign staff left the country 
aitoid security concerns following 
die murder of a senior Italian mili- 
tary officer iii Kabul last August. 

tte was killed in what was 
thought to be a revenge attack 
after the US fired cruise missiles at 
suspected Afghan training camps- 
operated by Osama bin Laden. 

Brahimi said the issue of bin 
La^ten, who was reported "missing" 
by the Taliban two weeks ago, was 
raised. 

**They know the international 
community is worried. Nobody is 
accuang the Taliban themselves of 
being involved in activities of ter- 
rori^ outside their country," said 

Brahimi. 

"But I think the world is* woiried 
and concerned that there are peo- 
ple who may be involved in these 
- things. I think the Taliban ari^ 
aware of that now."— Reuters 



Brahimi to hold 
talks with Afghan 
opposition today 

ISL^MA^AD (NNl) - The visiting 
UN enVoy on Afg)<2\pistan Lakhdar Bra- 
himi will open tapes ^ith Afghan opposi- 
tion inTPeshawar toiriorrow (Monday), 
UN sources said. 

Brahimi held talks with Taliban lead- 
ers in Kabul on Sunday and returned to 
Peshawar in the same evening. 

He is scheduled to meet former Af- 
ghan President Sibghatulla Mujaddadi, 
Chief of National Islamic Front of Af- 
ghanistan PirSyed Gailani, Hizb-e-Isla- 
mi letter Mangal Hussain and some oth- 
er leadei^ and representatives of human 

The UN envoy will also call on 
NWFP governor and Chief Minister 
during his stay in Peshawar. 

AFP adds- Afghan opposition on 
Sunday formed a commission to estab- 
lish a multi-party leadership council and 
a parliament in northern Afghanistan, 
the Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) report- 
ed. (Juoting sources close to the key 
anti-Tdiban commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood, it said the leadership council 
would comprise 40 members drawn 
from opposi^on.p^es. 

The opposition parties, after a series 
of meetings in Masood's held northern 
Parwan province, also agreed to form a 
150-member nominated parliament, it 
said. 

The commission decided to appoint 
12 ministers, it said without giving a 
party breakdown of the cabinet. 

The Pakistan-based AIP said the com- 
mission will hold its first session on 
March 17 in Afghanistan to fmalise in- 
duction of prominent Afghan perscxialities 
intheleadenshq)council. It did not say who 
would head the commission. 

Afghan analysts said the move was 
aimed at reorganising the opposition 
alliance after a series of major setbacks 
suffered by member parties last year 
when Taliban troops overran key op- 
position strongholds in central and 
northern Afghanistan. 

Afghan sources said the move fol- 
lows recent warnings from Taliban 
chief Mulla Mohanunad Omar that his 
troops would crush Masood forces. 
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Only Afghans can help 
restore peace : Brahimi 



From Shamim Shahid 



PESHAWAR - The UN Special En- 
voy for Afghanistan Lakhdar Brahimf 
? ! has said that only the Afghans them- 
^ selves can help restore peace in their 
country through negotiated solution of 
^ dll the problems. He was responding to 
various proposals, handed over to him 
by a three-member delegation who 
called on him in a local hotel on Mon- 
day. Lakhdar Brahimi, who is currently 
visiting the region, arrived in Peshawar 
on Monday morning where he held of 
M meetings with leading Afghan leaders. 
6 Three tribal leaders Haji Badshah Khan 
y Zadran, Shehzada Masud and Nadar 
H Zazai also met with Brahimi and dis- 
<[ cussed Afghan situation with him for 
2 about one and half hours. 

. Earlier, in Islamabad, Mr Lakhdar 
Brahimi held detailed meetings with 
former Deputy Foreign Minister Hamid 
Karzai, former Jehadic lea<|er Maulvi 
Nabi Mohammadi, Deputy Leader of 
NIFA Syed Hamid Gillani. On Tuesday 
(today), the UN envoy will meet former 
Afghan President Prof. Sibghatullah 
Mujaddedi, Pir Syed Ahmad Gillani 
and others. On Sunday, Brahimi had 
held falks with Taliban leaders in Ka- 
bul. 

In Peshawar, Brahimi also received a 



large number of other Afghan intellec- 
tuals, technocrats and former diplomats 
and a delegation of the Peshawar-based 
Afghan Council for understanding com- 
monly known as Shura-i-Tafahum 
headed by Pir Mohammad Etemadi and 
Prof. Rasool Amin and others. The three- 
member delegation told the UN envoy 
that unless the foreign interference in 
Afghanistan was controlled it was im- 
possible for the UN to resolve the issues 
through political ways. \ 

They asked the UN to play its role for 
bringing an end to the interferences ii' 
Afghanistan. 1; /? 

The Afghan leaders also acpused 
few warring factions of making hos- 
tage millions of Afjghans and de- 
priving them of their just right to 
self-determination. They were of the 
view that UN needs to approach the 
genuine leaders as Mullah Omer did not 
represent Pukhtoons, Masud, Rashid 
Dostam Uzbeks and Karim Khalili 
Hazaras. The genuine Afghan leaders 
are playing a neutral role and majority 
of them are demanding convening a 
meeting of the Loya Jirga. Likewise, 
they suggested the UN to keep in mind 
the status of former King Mohammad 
Zahir Shah who was enjoying support 
and credibility among the majority of 
Afghans. 

Responding to the point of views of 



the Afghan leader, Lakhdar Brahimi 
said that though the peace-loving Af- 
ghans were disheartened by the UN 
efforts but the Afghans themselves were 
responsible for it. 

Elaborating his point of view regard- 
ing formation of a broad-based govern- 
ment, Brahimi said: "We have no au- 
thority to decide about it, only the Af- 
ghans are in a position to frame a for- 
mula for it through mutual understand- 
ing." He added that they were strug-, 
gling to assemble the Afghans at one 
forum and to help them in resolving 
their own differences. 

Talking to mediamen, the UN envoy 
said, "We are still trying to bring peace 
in Afghanistan.'* 

He was of the view that with declar- 
ing a cease-fire to their internal fighting 
and assembling across a table, the Af- 
ghan leadership could help the UN in 
meeting its objectives which is a politi- 
cal solution to the conflict. 

Answering a question, he said 6-1-2 
meeting discussed the Afghan situation 
in New York and we feel encouraged. 
However, the major responsibility rests 
with the Afghans to do so. , 

The UN envoy also called on NWFP 
Governor Arif Bangash and Chief 
Minister Sardar Mehtab Ahmed and 
exchanged views with them on Af- 
ghan affairs. 



Brahimi discusses 
Afghanistan with Mehtab 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR-The Special Envoy of 
United Nation's Secretary General on 
Afghanistan, Mr Lakhdar Brahimi vis- 
iting Pakistan called on the NWFP Chief 
Minister, Sardar Mehtab Ahmad Khan 
this office on Monday and discussed 
various matters of mutual interest with 
regard to the Afghan issue especially 
with reference to the refugees sheltered 
in the Province. 

Besides, the Special Assistant to CHref 
Minister, Major (R) Mohammad Amer, 
Chief Secretary, Mr Saeedullah Jan, 
Secretary Home, Sahibzada Riaz Noor 
and Commissioner Afghan Refugees, 
Mr Gulzar Khan were dso present. 

Talking on this occasion, the Chief 
Minister said, Pakist^ especially the 
people of this province have sacrificed 

NATION 



a lot to share the miseries being faced by 
the Afghan people particularly in look- 
ing after millions of refugees for the last 
more than two decades. 

But unfortunately, he said, it is now 
more than one decade has past since the 
with-drawal of the invaders, the situ- 
ation could not have been normal- 
ised in that country, which,, he re- 
marked, is causing difficulties both 
in respect of social and economic 
matters in this area. 

" Any peaceful solution to the Afghan 
problem,, the Chief Minister said, will 
be welcomed by us. 

The Chief Minister also said that we 
are already supporting the UN*s efforts 
in this connection and assured to con- 
tinue the support to the efforts of die 
WorldBody for the peaceful solution of 
the Afghan issue. ' 
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UN to resume relief work 
in Afghanistan 



Bureau Report 



PESHAWAR March 1: The 
United Nations relief workers are 
likely to resume their activities in 
selected towns of Afghanistan ^o 
had abandoned their operation fol- 
lowing the killing of one of their 
workers a few months back, reports 
said. 

According to reports Mr Eric 
Demuel, the UN representative for 
relief, has said that since Taliban 
militia had fulfilled their promised 
regarding investigation into the 
killing of their colleagues and 
efforts to arrest the culprits have 
gone underway, the relief teams 
have been dispatched back to 
Kabul, Herat, Kandhar and 
Jalalabad to review the operations 
of distribution of food items and 
other related works for the hapless 



Afghans. 

The UN representatives have 
expressed their full confidence in 
the Taliban's efforts for establish- 
ing peace and providing protection 
to the foreigners' life. 

Meanwhile another report said 
that both Taliban and the Northern 
opposition alliance have swapped 
as many as 11 prisoners of war 
through UN representatives on 
Simday. Both the sides have made 
some 7,000 persons prisoners with 
them of which they have already 
swapped 92 prisoners on the inter- 
vention of UN representatives. 

The prisoners kept by both sides 
are said to be in worst condition 
with no proper food and medical 
facilities and their lives are in dan- 
ger. 



UN experts studying 
mystery disease 



GENEVA, March 2:; An unknown 
disease that has killed many people 
in northern Afghanistan resembles 
flu, a spokesman for the UN health 
agency said on Tuesday. 

The deaths may have resulted 
from subsequent bacterial infec- 
tions that can be controlled by 
antibiotics^ said Gregory Hartl of 
Ae World Health Organization. 

A WHO t^am has returned to 
Dushanbe, Tajikistan, after visiting 
Jamardie Bala, one of the affected 
villages, and will take specimens to 
the agency's headquarters in 
Geneva, possibly as soon as 
Thursday. 

**The outbreak began around 
mid-January when two young men 
returned from the village of 
Waram, both suffering from an 
acute respiratory infection," Hartl 
said. **Over the next two 
days, approximatdy 40 persons liv- 
ing in the same housdiold became 
iU." 



The disease then spread through- 
out the village, infecting three 
quarters of the 5,400 inhabitants, 
he said. Between 50 and 100 people 
_ mainly infants and the elderly _ 
died, a high mortality rate of 1-2 
percent, Hartl said. 

"The most recent case was 
reported on Feb 26," he said. 
"Cases were treated by the team 
with the antibiotic chlorampheni- j 
col, which resulted in considerable i 
improvement." ! 

That indicated that people _ 
whose nourishment was already 
poor _ were dying from secondary 
bacterial infections acquired in the 
crowded, unsanitary living condi- 
tions, Haiti said. 

The area is remote and the 
inhabitants are unprotected by rou- 
tine immunization, he added. 

Symptoms include an abrupt 
onset of fever, headaches and mus- 
de pain, followed by chest pain and 
cough, Hartl said.-— AP 
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Brahimi, 
Mujaddedi discuss 
Afghan situation 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Prof. Mujaddadi, 
Former Afghan President and chief of 
the recently-formed Association for 
Peace and National Unity of Afghani- 
stan, has suggested the UNO to take 
steps for convening a meeting of the 
Loya Jirga to be represented by genuine 
representatives of the Afghan segments. 
He was of the view that the Loya Jirga 
meeting will help build up consensus 
among the Afghans about the future of 
their motherland. 

He made the proposal during a meet- 
ing with the United Nations Secretary- 
General* s representative Lakhdar 
Ibrahimi in Peshawar on Tuesday. Dur- 
ing the meeting they discussed the cur- 
rent situation of Afghanistan as well as 
the UNO efforts for resolving of the 
conflict. 

Prof. Mujaddadi was accompanied 
by a three-member team of his APNUA 
while Ibrahimi was represented by the 
UNO officers, performing their assign- 
ments in Afghanistan. 
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Brahimi seeks 
help from all 
Afghan groups 



Bureau Report 



PESHAWAR March 2: The UN 
special envoy, for Afghanistan, 
Lakhdar Brahimi, has termed his 
recent visit to Kabul and Peshawar 
as most constructive and of far 
reaching effects. Mr Brahimi who 
had arrived in the provincial 
metropoHs after a day long visit to 
Kabul on Sunday, continued con- 
sultations with the prominent 
Afghan leaders for the possibility 
of a breakthrough on the 
imbroglio. 

The UN envoy stated during his 
consultations widi Afghans that no 
effort for restoration of peace can 
be fruitful unless Afghans come 
forward and cooperate with these 
effort^. He said the cooperation 
from all the Afghan groups besides 
the neighbouring countries was 
also a must for the success of these 
initiatives. 

He expressed the hope that the 
ensuing Tashkent conference of six 
plus two will be successful in find- 
ing ways and means to a negotiat- 
ed settlement. 

On Tuesday he met the former 
Afghan president and chief of 
Afghan National Liberation Front 
I^of Mujaddedi at the latter*s resi- 
dence and exchanged views on var- 
ious proposals for bringing peace 
to the war ravaged country. 

Earlier, Braljimi had held 
detailed meetings with some other 
people related to Afghan issue on 
Monday and told the newsmen that 
his talks with Taliban in Kabul 
remained constructive and posi- 
tive. But at the same time, he 
stressed upon the Afghans to initi- 
ate efforts of reconciliation at their 
own instead of looking towards the 
world body. 

During his meeting with 
Mujaddedi, which was also attend- 
ed by the aides of both, Brahimi 



briefed the former Afghan presi- 
dent about latest UN sponsored 
initiative and the rounds of talks 
that have been held with Taliban 
leadership and rest of Afghan lead- 
ers in Peshawar. 

He also elaborated the latest UN 
sponsored conference held 
at Ashkabad between various 
Afghan factions including Taliban 
and northern opposition represen- 
tatives. Mr Brahimi sensing the 
fear of relapse of hostilities 
between the warring factions as 
the weather gets pleasant said he 
had urged both the sites to show 
restraint and try to find a negotiat- 
ed settlement. 

Prof Mujaddedi in his remarks, 
highlyjauded the efforts of 
Lakhdar Brahimi for the restora- 
tion of peace in Afghanistan and 
reiterated that 20 years of fighting 
in Afghanistan had proved that the 
only solution to the conflict lies in 
serious and meaningful intra 
Afghan talks. 

He also explained at some 
length, the formation of the 
"Association for Peace and 
National Unity Afghanistan 
(APNUA)" and its initiatives 
which the organization has taken 
so far. 

Mujaddedi reiterated the stand 
that a "Loya Jirga*' comprising all 
segments of the Afghan society 
including various categories of 
Afghan leadership was the only 
way for finding out a mechanism 
for a settlement of the Afghan 
imbroglio. 

He assured the UN representa- 
tive that APNUA would readily 
extend its whole hearted coopera- 
tion in any talks which could 
lead to the end of hostilities and 
return peace to the war torn 
country. 



UN flies 
medicines to 
Afghanistan 



By Our Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD, March 11: The 
United Nations has flown medical 
supplies and medical experts from 
Dushanbe, Tajikistan to a village 
in northern Afghanistan to treat 
an influenza-hke illness which has 
claimed nearly 200 lives in the 
past two monthSj UN sources said 
here. 

The United Nations World 
Health Organisations (WHO) sent a 
team of epidemiologists last week 
to the village in Darwaz districts, 
which borders Tajikistan in 
Afghanistan's Badakshan province, 
a UN statement said. 

The team was investigating 
reports of an illness affecting thou- 
sands and killing hundreds in 18 
villages, the statement said, adding 
the helicopter landed on Tuesday 
in Jamarche Bala, where 64 people 
had died. 

The current mission is a coopera- 
tive efforts on the part of WHO'S 
Afghanistan and Tajikistan offices, 
and the UN's Military Observation 
Mission in Darwaz. 

The UN said while the disease 
had appeared to be on the wane, it 
affected thousands of residents, 
with a morality rate of one to two 
per cent. 
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Taliban intransigent, 
says Brahimi 

Little hope 
for early 
solution to 
Afghan issue 



By Hasan Akhtar 



ISLAMABAD, March 3: 
Ambassador Lakhdar 
Brahimi, UN Secretary 
General's special envoy to 
Afghanistan, said here on 
Wednesday he found a 
mood of considerable 
despondency among the 
Afghan leaders of the non- 
TaUban parties and factions 
whom he had met during 
the past several days in 

Peshawar. 

Mr Brahimi is currendy on a 
visit to continue his mission 
assigned to him by UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
for more than a year, to seek a 
negotiated settlement of the 
intra-Af ghan conflict which is 
now in its eleventh year after 
the withdrawal of Soviet forces 
in February 1989. 

During his present visit, in pur; 
suance of his mission, he said at an 
informal lunch here, he had not yet 
been able to bring the Taliban to 
agree to the formation of a broad- 
based government in Kabul to give 
due and legitimate representations 
to other Afghan elements and 
interests in the governance of 
Afghanistan. 

The UN envoy, who is also to 
look into humanitarian and eco- 
nomic requirements of the Afghan 
people inside Afghanistan and out- 
side in Pakistan and Iran, spoke of 
the problems that the Afghan lead- 
ers not aligned with the Taliban 
were facing. 

Mr Brahimi gave an impression 
diat he saw little hope of an early 
thaw in the Taliban's inflexible atti- 
tude towards opposing Afghan 



political and ethnic forces although 
the opposition leaders appear 
eager for peace in Afghanistan so 
that they could return in safety and 
honour back to their homes. 

Apart from the natural difficul- 
ties that they have to face living 
out of Afghanistan, the Afghan peo- 
ple did not find it safe or feasible 
as yet to return to their homes. 
They complained that even their 
own schools and colleges in 
Peshawar and other places for the 
young Afghan boys and girls were 
recently forced to shut down appar- 
ently under pressure from the 
Taliban government. This kind of 
discrimination against the parties 
or people not conforming to the 
rulers, was regrettable, Mr Brahimi 
observed. 

The UN envoy, who has conduct- 
Picture on B ack Page 

ed extensive discussions in pur- 
suance of his peace mission with 
governments of Pakistan and Iran 
besides governments of 
Afghanistan, is due to leave 
Islamabad for Iran on Friday. 

Pakistan and Iran, which till mid- 
last year maintained cooperative 
and collaborative relations in 
efforts to resolve the Afghanistan 
confhct, Mve^ot^s yet apparently 

overcome their differences, adding 
to the difficulties in Afghanistan. 

Iran had accused Pakistan for 
helping the Taliban in over-running 
the Opposition-held Northern 
Afghanistan in August last year 
which resulted in mass killings and 
murder of nine Iranian diplomats 
and journalists based in Mazar-i- 
Shartf . Even some senior level visits 
to Tehran by officials in Islamabad 
have failed to restore the former 
warmth in their relations. 



HR situation in 
Afghanistan very 
poor: Kamal 

KABUL: A United Nations human 
rights investigator Thursday said 
Afghanistan's human rights record 
was in a sorry state. 

Two decades of war have devas- 
tated most aspects of Afghan society, 
Kamal Hossain, the UN Commission 
of Human Rights, told reporters in 
the beleaguered capital at the end of a 
two-day visit. 

^"You have to see it (Afghanistan) 
in the context of 20 years of conflict. 
. . you can see the beggars on the 
street. . . and the destruction," he 
said: "1 have been looking at all the 
social indicators and they are really 
horrendous." 

Hossain, who was winding up his 
firet trip to Afghanistan, will present 
a report on human rights in the be- 
leaguered country to the United Na- 
tions next month. 

Hie Taliban religious army, \^ch 
rules 90 percent of Afghanistan, has 
been loudly criticised by the interna- 
tional community for its human rights 
record, particularly toward Women 
and minority groups. 

Most notably among the minority 
groups have been the treatment of 
Shias, often referred to as hazaras be- 
(iai&e of the re^6ft'rh which they live. 
, Since taking control of Kabul in 
1996 the Tadiban have forced women 
off the job, closed schools for girls 
and ordered women to wear the all 
enveloping *burqa' that covers them 
from head to toe. 

Hossain did not mention whether 
the issue of women's rights or educa- 
tion was raised with Taliban officials 
during his meetings.— AP 
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UN envoy in Tehran for 



talks 



TEHRAN (NNI) - UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan's Special Envoy 
dn Afghanistan Lakhdar Brahimi ar- 
rived here Saturday in an effort to re- 
store peace to the war-torn Afghani- 
stan. Upon his arrival, Brahimi told 
reporters that during his five-day visit 
to Iran, he will hold talks with Iranian 
officials on further pushing forward the 
efforts to solve the Afghan issue. 

He said the UN has called on Afghan 
belligerent parties to practice restraints 
and solve the issue through patience, 
the Islamic Republic News Agency re- 
ported. Brahimi said that a delegation 
from the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) would also join the 
talks for restoring a lasting peace to 
Afghanistan. Referring to the killing of 
Iranian diplomats by the Afghan Taliban 
militia in Afghanistan last year, the UN 
envoy said that the Taliban has ex- 
pressed optimism for the settlement of 
the issue and the UN is also following 
up the case. / 
The Taliban forces killed eight Ira- 



nian diplomats and a reporter in Af- 
ghanistan last August after they took 
control on Mazari Sharif, a stronghold 
of the opposition Northern Alliance 
headed by President Burhanuddin 
Ral?bani. Meanwhile, Iranian Deputy 
Foreign Minister for Asia-Pacific Af- 
fairs Mohsir^Apinzadeh said that bring- 
ing, those,/ involved in the murder to 
justice is among other issues being pur- 
sued by Iran during Brahimi' s stay in 
Tehran. He said Brahimi' s talks in Iran 
would focus on following up UN reso- 
lutions and approvals of the meetings of 
regional countries on Afghanistan. 

The UN and the "6 plus 2" group 
formed by Afghanistan's six neighbors 
plus Russia and the US last year con- 
demned the murder and called for an 
end to massacres in Afghanistan. How- 
ever, Aminzadeh said that peace and 
security in Afghanistan would not be 
realized in the absence of all Afghan 
groups in a broad-based government. 
Brahimi' s talks on Afghanistan would 
be comprehensive, he added. 



* 

Afghan peace talks 
making progress: UN 



ASHGAB AD (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
Taliban and opposition forces on their 
second day of peace talks here have 
reached some agreements amid open 
and friendly discussions, a UN official 
said Friday. 

"There have been important points 
that have been agreed," Andrew Tesor- 
iere, acting head of the United Nations' 
Special Mission to Afghanistan, told 
journalists, 

Tesoriere said he could not release 
any details of the secretive talks. 

In a statement released by the two 
sides, Wakil Ahmad, a close aide to 
Taliban chief Mulla Muhammad Omar, 
and Mohammad Yunuous Qanooni, a 
representative of the opposition forces, 
said the talks continued in a "friendly, 
frank and focused way." 

"They are determined to do every- 
thing they can to get concrete results 
and that is why they , have made clear 
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that there is no fixed time limit for these 
discussions," Tesoriere said. 

The two sides have been in contact 
with their respective leaderships, Teso- 
riere said. 

"Fundamental issues are being dis- 
cussed and because they are key ques- 
tions, this naturally requires wider con- 
sultation with the two respective lead- 
erships," he said. 

These negotiations have gone beyond 
previous Ashgabad talks held on Feb- 
ruary 10 to 11, he said. 

During the earlier talks, lower-level 
representatives from the two sides re- 
portedly discussed a cease-fire, prison- 
er exchange and post-war administra- 
tion. Turkmenistan, which shares Af- 
ghanistan's northern border, has re- 
mained neutral in the civil war of more 
than two decades. 



WFP chief leads 
UN return to 
Afghanistan 

UNITED NATIONS, March 16: 
The first UN international staff 
member has returned to 
Afghanistan after a seven-month 
absence that was sparked by the 
slaying of three UN staffers last 
summer, a UN spokesman said on 
Monday. 

Mike Sackett, the World Food 
Programme's director in 
Afghanistan, arrived back in 
Afghanistan on Sunday, two days 
after the United Nations 
announced it would begin the grad- 
ual return of international staff. 

The top UN humanitarian coor- 
dinator, Sergio Vieira de Mello, 
cited "satisfactory" progress with 
the investigation of the killings by 
the Taliban as well as evidence of 
Taliban efforts to address UN secu- 
rity concerns. 

Spokesman Fred Eckhard, who 
announced Sackett's return, said 
on Friday the United Nations 
would continue to monitor the situ- 
ation in Afghanistan closely as a 
basis for its continued presence in 
the country. 

The United Nations withdrew its 
international staff from 
Afghanistan on Aug 22, a day after 
an Italian UN military adviser was 
shot and killed in Kabul. The pre- 
vious month, two Afghan UN work- 
ers were kiQed in Jalalabad. — AP 
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UNITED NATIONS, March 13: 
The United Nations on Friday 
announced a gradual return by UN 
international staff to Afghanistan 
after a six-month absence triggered 
by the killing of three UN workers. 

The United Nations pulled out its 
40 or so international staff from 
around Afghanistan in August last 
year amid security concerns in the 
war-torn country. 

"We remain deeply concerned 
with the security situation in 
Afghanistan. We plan to continue to 
monitor and evaluate the security 
environment as the days and weeks 
go by," UN humanitarian coordina- 
tor Sergio Vieira de Mello said. 

Less than 30 UN staff, including 
representatives of the main UN 
agencies as well as a small UN 
political office, are scheduled to 
return from early next week on a 
rotational basis until security con- 
ditions permit a permanent pres- 



ence. 

UN staff were evacuated after an 
Italian officer. Colonel Carmine 
Calo, was shot dead in Kabul hours 
after Aug 20 US cruise missile 
attacks. 

Two local workers with the 
Wprld Food Programme and UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
were killed in Jalalabad in July. 

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard 
said that "the decision to return 
has been taken following evidence 
of progress in the investigations of 
these murders.** 

Vieira de Mello told reporters 
that the United Nations would con- 
tinue to follow up on the murder 
investigations to ensure the perpe- 
trators are put on trial. 

The decision to test the waters 
again in Afghanistan was also a 
result of Taliban assiu'ances to com- 
ply with security pledges to th« 
United Nations, and followed a UN 



security assessment of the situation 
in cities aroimd the country. 

Vieira de Mello said the northern 
and central cities of Mazar-i-Sharif 
and Bamiyan, where there has been 
bitter fighting between the Taliban 
and opposition alliance, were not 
yet considered safe. 

Five UN officials are to return to 
Kabul next week, including a UN 
human rights officer, and human 
rights special rapporteur Kamal 
Hossain will also visit the Afghan 
capital then. 

Up to eight people would resume 
operations in Kandahar during the 
following week, while others would 
go to Herat, near the border vnth 
Iran. 

The UN also intended to resume 
operations in Jalalabad. That office 
and Herat would help to repatriate 
"significant numbers'* of refugees 
from Pakistan and Iran, said Vieira 
de Mello.—AFP 



UN team back in 
Afghanistan 



KABUL, March 14: The United 
Nations officially returned to war- 
torn Afghanistan on Sunday amid 
rising hopes of a peace settlement 
between rival factions. 

Their arrival ended a seven 
month absence and UN officials 
immediately vowed to work 
towards improving the living condi- 
tions of long-suffering Afghans. 

"I am very pleased to come to 
the country for which I am respon- 
sible and with this the official 
return of UN expatriates officially 
begins today,'* Michael Sackett, 
director for the UN's World Food 
Programme here said. 

Ten years of Soviet occupation 
and years of civil wars since their 
withdrawal in 1989 has devastated 
the local economy and priced basic 
food items beyond the average pay 
packet. 

Their plight worsened after the 
UN and most foreign aid workers 
were evacuated in August last year 
when local protests against US mis- 
sile strikes on Afghan soil resulted 
in the killing of an Italian UN offi- 
cer. 

Since then UN operations have 
been centred in neighbouring 
Pakistan, while local Taliban 
authorities investigated that killing 
and the murder of two other UN 
staffers in the eastern city of 
Jalalabad last July. 

UN officials have said they were 
satisfied with local security mea- 
sures instigated by the Taliban to 
ensure the safety of UN workers. 



The world body has been equally 
satisfied by progress made by the 
militia who are investigating the 
three killings. 

"We will assess the needs pf the 
people and the UN team will travel 
to other major Afghan cities like 
Kandahar, Herat and Jalalabad,'' 
Sackett added. 

He said the current winter had 
proved difficult for the people of 
Kabul and he would immediately 
begin assessing the food situation 
after reports of excessive prices. 

In Kabul's money markets, 
traders have blamed opposition 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood 
for printing excess cash in Russia 
and flooding Afghanistan with 
counterfeit currency, leading to 
sharp inflation. 

Rabbani's ousted government is 
recognized by the UN and although 
Masood and Rabbani only control 
20 percent of the country, techni- 
cally they remain responsible for 
currency controls. 

However, traders say Masood 
has been printing money to pay 
frontline troops vyrith the same seri- 
al numbers as currency which is 
already in circulation. 

This has effectively undermined 
the Taliban's ability to control the 
economy as the militia does not 
print its own money. 

Meanwhile, leaders of opposing 
teams meeting in Ashkabad said a 
breakthrough in peace talks had 
been reached over power sharing 
in a future govemment.--AFP 
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UN says desire for peace 
in Mghardstan irreversible 



By Anwar Iqbal 

ISLAMABAD: During their recent 
talks the warring Afghan factions 
showed a desire for peace which can 
not be reversed, Andrew Tesoriere, a 
UN official who helped negotiate an 
agreement between the Taliban and 
the opposition alliance in the Central 
Asian city of Ashkabad, said here 

Tuesday 

Tesoriere, the acting chief of the 
United Nations Special Mission for 
Afghanistan, told a news briefing in 
Islamabad that last Sunday's peace 
talks in Ashkabad were part of a pro- 
cess which could not fail. "Both sides 
are clearly moving in the direction of 
peace," he said. 

The talks, held from March 1 1-14 
in the presence of UN personnel, led 
to a general understanding on four 
points: a broad-based government, 
elections, a possible ceasefire and 



release of prisoners. 

The Taliban, who control more 
than 90% of the country, surprised 
many by agreeing to form a shared- 
government with the opposition 
United Front. But despite his strong 
faith in the peace process, the UN 
diplomat tried not to raise hopes. He 
evaded questions on specific issues 
saying he did not want to appear to 
l)e pushing the Afghans "to go faster 
than they desire to." 
. His cautious comments, and re- 
fusal to divulge details of the under- 
standing reached between the Tal- 
iban and the opposition, dampened 
the spirits of those who hailed the 
Ashkabad talks as a major break- 
through for peace in Afghanistan. 

He offered no solid information 
on an earlier UN claim that the rival 
Afghan factions had agreed to "form 

Continued on Page 



UN says desire for peace 
in Afghanistan irreversible 



Continued from Page 1 

a shared executive, a shared legisla- 
ture and a shared judiciary" He was 
unwilling to use the phrase "power- 
sharing," while commenting on the 
agreement. "The Afghans prefer the 
phrase sharing of institutions," he 
said but could not explain what was 
the difference between the two. 

Aware of the Afghan sensitivity to 
phrases, words and gestures, 
Tesoriere hid behind two general 
claims: all Afghan factions have a 
strong desire for peace and they 
have not yet worked out the details 
of the agenda for the next round of 
talks. 

He only offered one specific de- 
tail on the next round when he said it 
would be held next month but could 
not say whether the talks will be held 
inside Afghanistan, as announced in 
Ashkabad on Sunday, or outside the 
country 

The Afghans, Tesoriere said. 



wanted to hold the talks in 
Afghanistan "for obvious reasons" 
but the talks could also be held else- 
where. 

AVhen a reporter asked him to 
name a neutral place inside 
Af^anistan for holding the talks, the 
UN diplontat said the UN prenuses in 
the country could serve as a neutral 
territory 

The only assurance he offered 
was that of a realisation among the 
Afghan factions to take advantage of 
the cold weather that prevents large 
scale fighting in Af^anistan. "With 
warm weather bringing the possibil- 
ity of a resumption of fighting, there 
is a time pressure on both sides," he 
said. 

Last week UN Special Envoy for 
Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, had 
warned of a possible spring offen- 
sive because both sides were collect- 
ing weapons to resume fighting once 
the winter wa3 over. 

Tesoriere did not say whether the 



two sides also discussed the spring 
offensive and tlie arpaed build-up but 
said for peace to succeed it was im- 
portant to block supply of weapons 
into Afghanistan. This, he said, could 
only be assured by Afghanistan's 
neighbours who may meet in the 
Uzbek capital of Tashkent later this 
year to review their contribtition to 
the Afghan peace process. 

Tesoriere said the two sides had 
not yet set a deadlirie for ceasefire. 
A date for releasing prisoners of war 
would also be decided later. 

. He also refused to say how the 
two sides would deal with the thorny 
issue of representation on a shared 
government or what role the Taliban 
supreme leader Mullah Mohammed 
Omar would have in a future set-up. 
Tesoriere said the Ashkabad talks 
could neither be described ^as "a 
breakthrough nor as a failure." 

"A very important first step has 
been taken and we look forward to 
continuation of the process," he said. 



Brahimi in Kabul 
amid fresh fighting 

Taliban ask UN to expedite return of staff 



ISLAMABAD (Agencies) - 
The UN Secretary General's spe- 
cial envoy on Afghanistan 
Lakhdar Brahimi Sunday tlew 
into Kabul for talks with Taliban 
leaders on peace process and se- 
curity for the UN staff. Taliban 
and UN sources said. 

It is Brahimi's second visit to 
Kabul in less than one month and 
first after the agreement between 
Taliban and opposition Northern 
Alliance. Previously he visited 
^Kabul on February 28. - 

Soon after his arrival in the 
Afghan capital, Brahimi met head 

of Taliban interim council Mullah 
Mohammad Rabbani and dis- 
cussed host of issues, focussing 
the Ashgabat peace talks and se- 
curity concerns of UN staff. 

The UN envoy welcomed the 
agreement between Taliban and 
Northern Alliance opposition, de- 
scribing it as a landmark achieve- 
ment towards the goal of durable 
pence in Afghanistan. 

"Rabbani asked the UN secrev 
lary general's special envoy to 
expedite rciurn of its internation- 
al staff to Afghanistan as per an- 
nounced by the organisation," a 
Taliban source said in 




(Continued fromPage ) 

However, opposition sources 
said northern alliance soldiers re- 
mained locked in fighting in the 
central province of Bamiyan 
where the ruling Taliban has said 
a series of strikes were repulsed. 

"In the past two days, Taliban 
jets carried out at least ten sorties 
on our positions," opposition 
spokesman, Jawhari, (eds: one 
name) said, adding their forces 
launched a dawn attack against 
the militia positions Sunday. 

Jawhari said forces from the 
ethnic Hazara. Hezb-i-Whadat. 
faction of the alliance were con- 
tinuing to battle the militia, which 
now controls about 80 percent of 
Afghanistan. 

The Taliban has accused the al- 
liance of "war mongering" and 
staging military strikes during the 
delicate peace process forged by 
last weekend's agreement on 
power sharing in future govern- 
ment. - 

On the frontlines near Kabul 
Taliban troops said about six mor- 
tars had b^en fired at militia posi- 
tions by the alliance. 

Those' talks in the 
Turkmenistan capital of 



Islamabad. The Taliban leader 
conveyed resentment over re- 
ports that the US and Britain de- 
cided to prevent their citizens, 
working with the UN, to return 
to the war shattered country, the 
source told NNl. 

"Talks with Brahimi were con- 
structive. We have not only re- 
newed full security to the UN 
staff Afghanistan, but will also 
facilitate them to smoothly con- 
tinue their activities," he said. 

Eariier, the UN special envoy 
for Afghanistan, Lakhdar 
Brahimi, made a whistle stop trip 

to Kabul Sunday as fighting esca- 
lated between the country's war- 
ring factions despite a break- 
through in peace talks. 

Brahimi told journalists he had 
sought to maintain talks between 
the Taliban and the oposition 
northern alliance following last 
weekend's Ashgabad agreement. 

"It is important to both sides 
that these talks have been very 
good. This is what we find en- 
couraging, what we also find en- 
couraging is that both of them say 
they want to continue," he saiid. 
(Continued on Page 

envoy in 

Ashgabad were hailed as a break- 
through and further talks have 
been touted for Kabul once the 
annual Islamic pilgrimage of hajj, 
to Mecca; finishes within a week.- 

Brahimi said he hoped a date 
* for the next round of talk^ would 
be set soon and that negotiations 
had found solid support from 
Afghanistan's neighbours. 

Brahimi was greeted at Kabul 
airport by the religious militia's 
deputy foreign minister 
Abdurrahman Zahed then left a 
few hours later after a meeting 
with MuUa Mohammad Rabbani. 

Rabbani, chairman of the mili- 
tia's ruling council in Kabul, is 
considered number two in the ul- 
tra-puritanical movement. 

Independent sources con- 
firmed the fighting in Bamiyan 
had led to foreign aid workers 
postponing scheduled assign- 
ments into the region. 

FRQNTiiiU FOS') 



Brahimi off to 
Afghanistan 
to meet 
Masood 



ISLAMABAD, March 22: UN spe- 
cial envoy Lakhdar Brahimi left 
here on Monday for northern 
Afghanistan to meet anti-Taliban 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood. 
He will later visit TaUban's base at 
Kandahar. 

Mr Brahimi's talks with the two 
sides are aimed at setting a date 
and venue for the next round of 
Afghan peace talks, Foreign 
Minister Sartaj Aziz told reporters. 

Mr Aziz said the envoy would 
travel to Kandahar after meeting 
Mr Masood and return here on 
Thursday. 

The next round of talks between 
the Afghan rivals would "hopeful- 
ly" take place inside Afghanistan, 
the foreign minister said. 

The UN mediator held talks with 
Mr Aziz before his departure for 
northern Afghanistan, following 
discussions with Taliban authori- 
ties in Kabul on Sunday.— AFP 
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UN ready to fund 
Afghan schools in 
Kabul: Donely 

ISLAMABAD: The head of 
UNICEF in Afghanistan Dr Erek 
Donely has said the United Na- 
tions would be pleased to start as- 
sisting schools in Kabul and other 
parts of the country. 

Funds are available and 
UNICEF is just waiting for a re- 
port of the Taliban's education 
ministry that would provide de- 
tails about the needs and require- 
ments under the conditions en- 
visaged in the memorandum of 
understanding signed by the Tal- 
iban and the United Nations early 
last year, Donely said in an inter- 
view Sunday with BBC. 

It was agreed in the memoran- 
dum that the United Nations 
would assist in the provision of 
funds to twentytwo boys and girls 
schools. — ^PPI 
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Funds shortage hits UN 
Mghan resettlement plan 



ISLAMABAD: A UN official said on 
Sunday that Western focus on 
women^s rights and on terrorism 
suspect Osama bin Laden had torpe- 
doed plans to send 100,000 Afghan 
refugees from Pakistan to 
Afghanistan. 

"It is increasingly difficult to fund 
anything to do witJi Afghanistan, par- 
ticularly repatriation, because the 
country has such a negative image 
among donors," Rupert Colville, 
spokesman for the UN refugee 
agency UNHCR said. 

He said that plans to resettle 
around 100,000 Afghan refugees in 
Pakistan, about 10 per cent of the 
1.2 million who have sought sanctu- 
ary in their southern neighbour, 
were on hold because of a Ihnp re- 
sponse by donors to an appesd for 
funds. 

"We've had one contribution — $ 
761,000 from Sweden — to an ap- 
peal for $ 17 miUion," Colville said 
in an interview. 

"It. is unprecedented when you 
have such a large number that do 
want to go home that the interna- 
tional community is effectively 
putting obstacles in the way of peo- 



ple going back." 

He said donor goodwill towards 
Afghanistan appeared to have dried 
up since the 1980s, when funds 
poured in to help Af^ans fight So- 
viet occupation, which ended 10 
years ago. 

"People cannot understand why 
anyone would want to repatriate. 
The old goodwill, becaius^ the plucky 
Afghans fought the Soyiets in the 
1 980s, has evaporated," 'he said. 

He attributed falling sympathy 
for Afghans to international focus on 
the ri^ts of women, whb are denied 
work and education by the Taliban, 
human rights, drug production, and 
the reported presence oc bin Laden 
in the country ' 

"World understanding is incredi- 
bly simplistic, a cartoon image of 
goodies and biddies. Women's issues 
are submerging everything else," 
said Colville. | 

Hillary Clinton is one of ntany 
leading international figures cam- 
paigning against the tijeatment of 
Afghan women, who must wear the 
head-to-toe burqa (veil), work only 
in the medical field an^ are denied 
secondary education, i 



US Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright has dubbed the Taliban's 
strict interpretation of Islamic teach- 
ings on women "gender apartheid", 
even tliough the wearing of the veil 
is conunon and traditional in most 
parts of rural Afghanistan. 

But some women fi'om the capi- 
tal, Kabul, d|(d take advantage of a 
liberalisation of attitudes under So- 
viet occupation and before to adopt 
some Western dress habits and atti- 
tudes — and most have since fled 
the country as refugees. 

"There are 200 refugee settle- 
ments in Pakistan of which two con- 
tain people from Kabul, but it is 
those that people go to Uie human 
rights people and the journalists," 
said Cohdlle. 

He said the funds drought had hit 
plans to resettle groups of up to 400 
^ largely rural people, many of whom 
had lived in Piddstan for 20 years, to 
go home to farm. 

Most were from the same ethnic 
Pushtun group as the Taliban and 
believed that the country, which is 
90 per cent ruled by the Islamic 
movement, was safe enough to go 
home to, he said.— Reuters 




Next round after Bid: Brahimi 

UN hopes 
Afghan talks 
to continue 
despite war 



KABUL, March 21: The 
UN envoy to Afghanistan 
voiced confidence on 
Sunday that a third round 
of Afghan peace talks 
would take place despite a 
flare-up of fighting. 

"What is encouraging is that 
both sides say they want to 
continue the talks, and that is 
what I was discussing with 
them (the Taliban) now," 
Lakhdar Brahimi told repor- 
ters. 

He said he hoped a date and 
venue for the next round would be 
agreed after the Eid holiday in 10 
days time, as both sides indicated 
at the last round of talks this 
month in neighbouring 
Turkmenistan. 

"We hope that soon after the Eid 
we will have a date for the resimip- 
tion of these discussions....," the 
Algerian-born special envoy for 
Afghanistan said after talks with 
the TaUban*s de facto number two, 
Mullah Mohammad Rabbani 

He said the Taliban, which con- 
trols 90 per cent of Afghanistan, 
and a one-time defence minister, 
Ahmad Shah Masood, who leads 
the last opposition to the move- 
ment, had both indicated wiUing- 
ness to pursue the negotiations. 

The two warring sides have 
blamed each other for fresh clash- 
es which have broken out on a 
front lin^ 2Skm north of Kabul, in 



central Bamiyan province and else- 
where. 

Brahimi said the Taliban and 
Masood would discuss a venue for 
the talks in coming days. The meet 
inj in the Turkmen capital, 
Ashkhabad, said that the next 
round would preferably be held 
somewhere in Afghanistan itsdf . 

The Ashkhabad talks ended with 
an outline agreement to share 
power, a legislature and judiciary, 
and to begin with an exchange of 
20 prisoners, which has yet to take 
place. 

UN officials say the negotiations 
are at a very early stage but are 
determined to build on the momen- 
tum to try to prevent another year 
of fighting which has wrecked the 
state. 

Brahimi said Afghanistan's 
neighbours, including Pakistan and | 
Iran, which backs Masood, are 
encouraging the process to contin- 
ue. 

Until now the Taliban have 
refused to discuss power-sharing 
and insist that opposition factions 
join their movement to make up 
the broad-based government the 
United Nations wants to see. 

The Af ^an UGN seat is held by 
the Iran-backed administration of 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, whom the 
Taliban ousted in 1996. 

A previous set of round-table 
peace talks brokered by the UN 
and the OIC broke down one year 
ago and fighting restuned almost 
immediately.— Reuters 



Lukewarm response 
to UN aid appeal for 
Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD: The United Nations 
says that international community 
has not responded positively to its 
appeal for humanitarian aid to 
Afghanistan. 

A UN official said they need $ 
115 million for medicines and food 
commodities to Afghanistan this year 
but they have so far received just $ 
14 million aid, Voice of America 
(VOX) reported. 

UN Aid Coordinator for 
Afghanistan Erek De Muel, it said, 
hopes that the return of UN foreign 
relief workers would help increase 
aid and assistance to Afghanistan. 

He said they have been making 
efforts to lesson the agonies and 
miseries of the poor Afghans, adding 
that the United Nations is trying to 
provide aid to the most needy and 
deserving Afghans. 

Ten UN relief officials have now 
returned to Afghanistan. 

United Nations had pulled out all 
of its foreign and local workers when 
its officials were , killed in 
Afghanistan some seven to eigh; 
months ago. 

UN said one of the reasons foi 
not providing aid to Afghanistan k 
that foreign countries have now go 
tired of assisting Afghanistan.— API 
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Women call for independent, 
democratic Afghanistan 



From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR - The Revolutionary 
Association Women of Afghanistan ( 
RAW A) has reaffirmed its stand for 
establishment of an independent and 
democratic Afghanistan and demanded 
of the world countries to extend support 
to them. 

The RAW A reaffimied this stand in a 
well-attended gathering, arranged in 
connection with the Internationa) 
Women Day at Nishtar Hall Peshawar 
on Monday. Besides a large number of 
civilised and educated Afghan men and 
women, the gathering was al?o attended 
by a large number of progressive and 
democratic minded people from vari- 
ous parts of the province. 

Except, Awami National Party, rep- 
resentatives and leaders of various other 
parties including PukhtoonkhwaQuami 
Party, Pakistan Awami Party, Pakistan 
Peoples Party, Communist Mazdoor 
Kissan Party, Jammu and Kashmir Lib- 
eration Front and others have also joined 
hands with the RAWA activists who 
have made an attempt to divert attention 
of the woridcountries towards the prob- 
lems of war affected Afghanistan who 
have been made hostages by the war 
mongers from the last two decades. 

Besides delivering speeches before 
the gathering, the RAWA organisers 
also informed about the situation of 
inside Afghanistan, through several 
sketches, anthems etc, 

Saima Karimi, the RAWA activist. 



read out the declaration before the gath- 
ering through which they diverted at- 
tention of the world countries towards 
situation of Afghanistan. She said that it 
is astonishing that women from all over 
the world are observing the universal 
day for their further rights while the 
women of Afghanistan have been de- 
prived of their just right of survival. 

She said that those women who have 
scarified their fathers, sons, brothers 
and husbands for the liberation of their 
motherland, now unable to live with 
honour and dignity in their motherland. 

Referring to the UN efforts for a ne- 
gotiated solution to the conflict, the 
RAWA leader said that despite their 
whole- hearted support and expectations, 
the UN had failed to get its objectives. 
In fact, the UN focusing its efforts on 
tiiose who are involved in the useless 
and meaning fighting and confronta- 
tion with each others at behest of their 
foreign masters. It is impossible for the 
UN to get its objectives through such 
ways, therefore, die RAWA demanding 
transfer of power to a neutral interim 
government which beside reactivating 
of the disbanded army and other col- 
lapsed institutions, would go for con- 
vening a meeting of the traditional loya 
jirga. Each and every Afghan must be 
represented in the proposed loya jirga 
meeting. Similarly, she urged the UN to 
take an early notice of the increasing 
foreign interferences in affairs of Af- 
ghanistan otherwise no one could en- 
sure an end to the ongoing flames of fire 



and destructions in that already war 
devastated counu-y. 

Beside, Saiama Karim, other RAWA 
activists Jamila Habib Sohaila Faryad, 
Khalida Hassan, Shehla Sahar and oth- 
ers have also spoke on the occasion. 
While local poetess Zaitoon Bano has 
not only recited her own poem about the 
women fate in Pushto language but she 
had read out a poem of Kish war Naheed. 
While a Canadian women James Elis 
has also addressed the gathering and 
she beside highlighting the discrimina- 
tion against women in all over the world, 
has announced her support to the 
RAWA. 

The local politicians like Fanoos Gujar 
of PAP, Afzal Khamoosh of Commu- 
nist Mazdoor Kissan Party and Qaisar 
Khan Advocate, praising the RAWA 
for arranging a meaningful gathering, 
appreciated its struggle and contribu- 
tion for freedom and democracy in the 
war revaged country. Fanoos Gujar said 
that both Afghanistan and Pakistan fac- 
ing a similar and identical situation 
where the majority population has been 
hostage in hands of the minority. Elabo- 
rating his point of view, he said that in 
Pakistan, the feudals, capitalists and 
bureaucrats are governing the country 
since a long while Afghanistan is in 
hands of the hardliners. 
' Afzal Ktamoosh in his detail address 
before the gathering, alleged that at be- 
hest of imperialist forces, the Afghan 
people are under the influence of ex- 
tremists but illiterate Mullah's. 
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Mullah Omar says decision in this regard will be taken 
after c onsultations with militia's central Shura members 

Brahimi fails to convince 
Taliban on talks schedule 

Northern Alliance rules out joining Taliban-led govt 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The UN en- 
voy on Afghan affairs Lakhdar Brahimi 
has failed to secure a timeframe for 
the next round of peace talks from 
ruling Taliban militia whose su- 
preme leader said a decision in this 
regard would be taken after consulta- 
tions with militia's Shura members, 
scholars and Jehadi commanders. 

"The Amir-ul-Momineen MuUa 
Mohammad Omar told Brahimi that the 
Taliban will hold talks with Ahmed 
Shah Masood's group if the Shura, 
Ulema and commanders favoured it," a 
senior Taliban diplomat who attended 
the talks told the agency on Wednesday. 

According to the diplomat, MuUa 
Omar informed Brahimi that the UN 
would be conveyed about the decision, 
if the religious scholars, jehadi com- 
manders and the Taliban's shura if it 
favoured talks with Masood. 

'T cannot decide about the negotia- 
tions with Masood* s faction. I will only 
float my suggestions in the proposed 
meeting of Shura members, religious 
scholars and conmianders and they 
would be the real authority to decide," 
the diplomat quoted Omar as having 
categorically told Brahimi-led UN team. 

The diplomat also quoted Mullah 
Omer as havmg reminded Brahimi of 
the fact of Masood, in the past, having 
desired to accept the leadership of Af- 
ghan Islamic Emirate and to hold talks 
only for the release of prisoners and 
cease-fire. But later Masood backed out 
of his conunitment and demanded power 
sharing. 

"We are ready for the release of all 
Masood's prisoners but the decision for 
more talks with Masood would be made 
after consultations," the Taliban offi- 
cial quoted Omar as telling Brahimi. 

However, Omar said Taliban would 
not release the prisoners of Khalili, 
Dostam and Malik because these "peo- 
ple have no more any existence in Af- 
ghanistan". 

He told Brahimi that Masood should 
not insist on the release of the prisoners 
of other groups. 
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^ Meanwhile, the Northern Alliance in 
Afghanistan ruled out joining Taliban- 
led government in Afghanistan how- 
ever, expressed willingness to sit with 
Taliban on a table to explore return of 
peace and security in the country. 

Although Special Envoy of the UN 
Lakhdar Brahimi is striving hard in 
Kandhar for another round of talks 
between the opposition and the 
Taliban but independent observers 
say that both the sides are sliding 
further apart. 

The Opposition alliance, which is 
fighting the Taliban movement for con- 
trol of Afghanistan, says they are ready 
to find a solution to end years of conflict 
that has devastated the country and ex- 
pressed its willingness in talks with 
Lakhdar to sit with Taliban for the ob- 



jective. Opposition spokesman, Dr 
Abdullah in an interview with the VOA 
at Kandhar said that the alliance wants 
to find a peaceful solution, but ruled out 
a joint government with the Taliban. He 
said, "we are ready to discuss with the 
Taliban at any time. They should not 
expect us to join their emirate. Heir 
Emirate is not acceptable to the people 
of Afghanistan." 

The Opposition says that it rejects the 
leadership of theTaleban's commander. 
Mullah Mohammed Omar. During UN 
mediated peace talks in the Turkmen 
Capital, Ashgabad, two weeks ago, both 
sides say they agreed to share judicial, 
legislative and executive branches 
of a government in Afghanistan. No 
details were given and either side 
has signed no agreement. 



UN calls for next round 
of Afghan talks 



ISLAMABAD, March 26: The UN 
envoy for Afghanistan voiced alarm 
on Friday that the Taliban and their 
foes were readying for war, and 
urged them to agree quickly on a 
date and venue for a next^rotmd of 
peace talks. 

**Hurry is important, because win- 
ter is finishing. We know that both 
sides have been and still are prepar- 
ing for a resumption of fighting," 
Lakhdar Brahimi told Reuters. 

The Algerian-bom diplomat, who 
left Islamabad on Friday after a 
month-long tour of concerned 
neighbouring states and Russia, 
said he was "deUghted" that two 
rounds of talks were held this 
month in the Turkmenistan capital 
of Ashkhabad. 

But he urged the Taliban, who 
control 90 per cent of the country, 
and opposition commander Ahmad 
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Shah Masood, to agree quickly on a 
date for the third roimd to maintain 
the momentum of an outline agree- 
ment reached in Tturkmenistan. 

Brahimi said he hoped a date for 
the next round would be agreed 
after this weekend's Eid holiday, 
but doubted they would be held, as 
both sides had agreed earlier, in 
Afghanistan, because of the sensi- 
tivity of a venue there. 

"There is a kind of unspoker 
agreement that it is too early tc 
meet in Afghanistan," saic 

Brahimi. 

Sporadic fighting erupted soor 
after the second roimd of talks tool 
place this week, with both side? 
accusing each other of starting it 
and Brahimi said 20 years of wax 
fare had conditioned them u 
beheve that a miUtary vrin was po 
sible.— Reuters 
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BrahinuM 
frame for future talks from Taliban 



ISLAMABAD: The UN Af^ian envoy 
Lakhdar Brahimi has failed to secure 
a time frsune, for the next round of 
peace talks, kom ruling.Taliban mili- 
tia, whose supreme leader said^a de- 
cision in this regard would be taken 
after consultations with militia's 
Shura members, scholars and Jehadi 
commanders. ♦-^■P 

"Amir-ul-Moroineen Mulla Moham- 
mad Omar told Brahimi that the Tal- 
iban will hold talks with Ahmed l^iah 
Masood's group if the Shura, ulema 

, and commanders favoured it," a se- 
nior Taliban diplomat who attended 
the talks told NNI on Wednesday. 
Brahimi, leading a five-member 

i UN delegation, flew to the southem 
town of Kandahar the same day and 

' held extensive talks with Taliban 
supreme leader Mulla Mohammad 

^ Omar in a move to secure dates and 



venue for the next round of talks be- 
tween Afghan warring factions. Sev- 
eral Taliban officials including 
Afi^ianistan's ambassador to Pakistan 
also took part in the talks, which 
lasted more than three-hours. 

Taliban and their rival factions 
agreed in their talks in Ashgabat ear- 
lier this montti to form a coalition gov- 
ernment and hold next round of talks 
inside Afghanistan after Eid Kurban. 

"I cannot decide about the negoti- 
ations with Masood's faction. I will 
only float my suggestions in the pro- 
posed meeting of Shura, religious 
scholars and commanders and they 
would be the real authority to dedde," 
the diplomat quoted Omar as hayiiig 
categorically told Brahimi-led UN 
team. 

The diplomat also quoted Mullah 
Omer as having reminded Brahimi of 



the fact that Masood had expressed 
willingness to accept the leadership 
of Afi^iian Islamic Emirate and to limit 
talks only to the release of prisoners 
and cease-fure. But later Masood 
backed out of his commitment and 
demanded liower sharing. 

"We are ready to release all Ma- 
sood's men but the decision for more 
talks with him would be made after 
consultations," the Taliban official 
quoted Omar as telling Brahimi. 

However, Omar said Taliban 
would not release the prisoners of 
Khalili, Dostam and Malik because 
these "people have not any existence 
in Afghanistan" . He told Brahimi that 
Masood should not insist on ^e re- 
lease of the prisoners of other groups. 

The Taliban offldal said that Mulla 
Omar conveyed his regret over the 
detention of Taliban's 95 prisoners, 



who aqpording to him, were handed 
over to Masood by Iran. "We had 
freed all Iranian prisoners on human- 
itarian grounds at the request of 
Brahimi but Iran handed over our 
prisoners to Masood," the Taliban of- 
ficial quoted Omar as complaining to 
Brahimi. 

He said Brahimi told the Taliban 
supreme leader that the United Na- 
tions favours continuation of talks 
and wants that dates and venue 
should be decided for the next round. 
However, he could not succeed in his 
move, which would jeopardise the 
next round of talks. 

The UN envoy held talks with the 
leader^ of Afi^ian opposition in Talo- 
qan, the capital of Takhar province on 
Tuesday and discussed with them is- 
sues concerning the next round of 
talks.— NNI 



UN's Afghan peace 
drive runs into trouble 

Brahimi-Omar talks inconclusive; foes not to join 

Taliban-led government 



i) 



By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - UN special en- 
voy for Afghanistan Lakhdar 
Brahimi's meeting with Mulla 
Omar, the founder of Taliban 
movement, Wednesday failed to 
bring any breakthrough in the near- 
ly deadlocked UN-sponsored 
Afghan peace initiative. 

According to highly-placed 
Taliban sources, during Brahimi's 
meeting with Mulla Ortiar in the 
student militia's headquarters in 
southern city of Kandahar failed to 
secure any go-ahead signal for the 
UN-sponsorcd Afghan peace talks. 

To the disappointment of the vis- 
iting UN envoy, Mulla Omar ex- 
pressed his distrust in Tajik com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masoud, the 
lone opposition leader militarily 
defying Taliban's rule in 
Afghanistan, and accused him of 
violating the Ashgabad agreement, 
added the sources. 

Omar also told the UN envoy 
that Masoud had always tried to 
manipulate the peace talks for his 
political gains and "now we have 
no-confidence in his words," the 
sources confided. 



"Before the talks, Masoud con- 
veyed to the Taliban that he wanted 
to join the Taliban in a respectable 
manner and it prompted the student 
militia to participate in the 
Ashgabad talks," added the 
sources. \ ■ 

The bone of contention is that 
the opposition did not accept Mulla 
Omar as Amir-ul-Momineen while 
the Taliban were not ready to in- 
duct the Masoud-led opposition in 
their political set up as a group, ob- 
served the sources. 

The Taliban supreme leader re- 
portedly told Brahimi that if the 
talks ! were "deemed to be in 
Afghanistan's interest", they would 
continue it or otherwise they would 
not hesitate to stop the process. 

Brahimi Wd5 quoted to have told 
Omar that the UN favoured contin- 
uation of dialogue between the 
Taliban and the opposition. The 
sources said Brahimi also tried to 
secure their consent for the date 
and venue of the next round of 
Afghan peace talks being spon- 
sored by the worid body. 

After failing to convince the 
Taliban and the opposition for the 



continuation of peace process, the 
latest UN peace initiative is inching 
towards failure, as was seen in the 
past. 

Eariier, Brahimi held talks with 
the opposition leaders, including 
Ahmad Shah Masoud. in Takhar 
province on Tuesday last and dis- 
cussed with them issues related to 
the next round of peace talks. 

Brahimi is currently on a shuttle 
diplomacy to secure time-frame for 
the proposed next round of direct 
talks. Soon after talks in Ashgabad. 
heavy infighting erupted between 
the two rival groups in Ghorband, 
Parwan, Faryab and Bamiyan 
provinces and accused each other 
of escalating the war. 

These skirmishes endangered 
the future of talks, which com- 
pelled the UN envoy to air-dash to 
the region to complete spade work 
for the next round of talks. 

Meanwhile, the Northern 
Alliance has ruled out joining 
Taliban-led government in 
Afghanistan however, expressed 
willingness to sit with Taliban on a 
table to explore return of peace and 
security in the country, NNI adds. 
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Afghan rivals prepare for war 

UN peace initiative 
runs out of steam 



While Lakhdar Brahimi, 
special UN envoy for 
Afghanistan, has desper- 
ately made efforts to resume the 
nearly broken direct talks be- 
tween the Taliban and their oppo- 
sition, preparations by both for a 
decisive round of fighting entered 
into final stages. 

The future of the proposed 
UN-sponsored direct talks be- 
tween the Taliban and the opposi- 
tion was eclipsed by the on-going 
infighting in Afghanistan and as a 
result the date and venue for the 
talks are yet to be decided. 

Under the Ashgabad agree- 
ment, the Taliban and the opposi- 
tion alliance both agreed to hold 
the next round of talks inside 
Afghanistan soon after the Eid-ul- 
Azha. 

However soon after the talks, 
heavy infighting erupted in the 
Ghorband, Parwan, Bamiyan and 
Faryab provinces between the 
Afghan rivals and both the groups 
accused each other of starting and 
escalating the fighting, conse- 



quently putting the peace process 
in danger. 

The opposition blamed the 
Taliban for starting the fightings 
in the Parwan province and the 
Taliban charged the opposition 
for fighting in Bamiyan and 
Fariyan . 

Despite his last ditch shuttle 
diplomacy, Lakhdar Brahimi re- 
portedly failed to set a date and 
venue for the agreed upon next 
round of direct talks between the 
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Taliban and their opposition. 

In his recent meetings with the 
Taliban and the opposition lead- 
ers, Brahimi pushed both the 
sides for a moratorium on fight- 
ing , change of prisoners and set- 
ting a venue and date for the next 
round of talks, but he reportedly 
faced serious difficulties in mate- 
rialising his agenda, n 

Reports reaching from 



Afghanistan suggested that large- 
scale war-preparations were un- 
derway in the northern parts of 
the war-torn country as both sides 
sent new reinforcements and 
strategic supplies to the fronts. 

The anti-Taliban alliance is 
eyeing the Kundooz province and 
heavy reinforcements are pouring 
in the Imam Sahib distract in 
Kundooz from the Takhar 
province . 

The Taliban, on the other hand, 
deployed fresh forces in Kundooz 
and a well-known student militia 
commander, Mulla Birdar, 
reached there to face any eventu- 
ality. 

The Taliban are reportedly as- 
sembling its forces in Kandahar 
and Herat for further positioning 
them on war-fronts in the north of 
the Afghan capital and other parts 
of the country. 

In a last ditch effort to save the 
peace process, Brahimi sought 
the warring factions to stop the 
infighting until the next round of 
talks. 



to Afghan cities 



ISLAMABAD: United Nations have 
begun phased retrai of its inter- 
national staff to war-ravaged 
Afghanistan with the placement of 
five c# its foreign employees e^ in 
Kabul and Kandahan " ; 4 
Erick de Mul, UN Coordinatorfor 

Afdiwiiirtan a press^lM^ 
on Friday, the World Bocfer plans to 
send back its international staff to 
Herat, Jalalabad and Mazar-e-Shaiif. 
CT ' He said it decided to return its for- 

eign staff, pulled out in August, fol- 
lowing TsOiban authorities took, "ade- 

Cr. quate security measures." 
i He said the Tlaliban administration 
has appointed security liaison officers 
^. r^. who will alert the UN staff , "if some- 
m ^ thing happens so that we take action 

on time." , \' 

rri United Nations had withdrawn its 

>A foreign staff fcom Afghanistan foUow- 
^ ing killing of two of its employees in 

August apparently in retaliation of US 

cruise missile attacks in Khost region. 

The world body started re-assess- 
ment of the Afghan situation for the 
possible return of its international 
staff in February. 

The UN official confirmed the re- 



ports that the United States and 
Britain have prevented their nationals 
employed with the UN firom returning 
to Afghanistan for,"security reasons." 

However, he expressed the hope 
that,"it will be a temporary tiling." 

hi response, to a question, he said 
the US and UK decision did not 
greatly affect the return of UN staff to 
Afghanistan as,"we are sending back 
relatively small humbers of interna- 
tional staff tiiere." 

Replying to a question on the 
progress of investigation into the 
killings of UN staff members, Erick de 
Mul said Taliban authorities, "indeed 
have made serious efforts to investi- 
^ these incidents." However, he said 
the final findings are yet to be made. 

When asked about tiie UN plans to 
send a fact finding mission to the 
northern Afghanistan to look into tiie 
allegations of massive killings of peo- 
ple by tiie warring Afghan groups, he 
admitted, "it is getting late." 

He said tiie UN is,"putting a Me 
pressure," on tiie concerned parties 
to facilitate ti^e proposed mission to 
visit and probe the reported inci- 
dents.— APP 
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US says bin Laden 
still in Afghanistan 

By Shaheen Sehbai & Masood Haider 



WASHINGTON, March 4: The 
Clinton Administration said on 
Wednesday it believed Saudi mil- 
lionaire Osama bin Laden was still 
in Afghanistan and the Taliban 
were not telling the truth about his 
whereabouts. 

The charge against Taliban was 
made by Assistant Secretary of 
State, Karl Inderfurth, before a 
Congress sub-committee hearing 
detaUs about talks between the US, 
Pakistan and India and the Taliban 
representatives. 

Inderfurth said the Taliban had 
not been truthful in their denial 
that the "terrorist" remained in 
their territory. 

His statement was the first offi- 
cial expression of disbelief that 
Osama bin Laden had actually left 
Afghanistan. It came after at least 
two high level meetings he had 
with senior Taliban leaders, one in 
Pakistan and the other in 
Washington. Osama disappeared in 
Afghanistan some weeks ago with 
the Taliban saying they had no 
information where he had gone, but 
Washington continues to believe he 
is being provided sanctuary* by the 
Taliban. Inderfurth denied an 
assertion by Rep. Dana 
Rohrabacher that the US has a 
"covert policy to aid and abet and 
keep Taliban, who control 85 per 
cent of the territory, in power." 
Inderfurth called the idea "ludi- 
crous" and criticized the Taliban on 
several counts. Rohrabacher 
repeated a demand he has made for 
documents concerning US-Taliban 
contacts and said he would have 
administration officials held in con- 
tempt of Congress if they don't 
respond soon. Inderfurth said the 
Taliban bear a major share of 
responsibility for continued fight- 
ing, which he said is spawning 
international terrorism and spilling 
into the region. He also repeated 
accusations that the movement 



oppresses women and girls. 

Meanwhile, an American newspa- 
per has claimed that Osama bin 
Laden,. America's number one sus- 
pect in the embassy bombings in 
East Africa, has been isolated in 
Afghanistan's countryside following 
"a violent falling out" with the rul- 
ing Taliban government in Kabul, 
Our New York Correspondent adds. 

A front page report in Thursday's 
New York Times says that the 
Taliban took harsh action against 
bin Laden after a fight broke out 
between the Taliban officials and 
bin Laden's bodyguards three 
weeks ago. The report was verified 
by three American officials and 
Taliban representatives in the 
United States, the paper said. 
, "After the fight", the officials 
told the paper, "bin Laden was 
expelled from Kandahar, the 
Afghan city in which he had taken 
refuge with his family; transported 
into isolation in the Afghan coun- 
tryside, and stripped of his satellite 
telephones. 

"There is friction between him 
and the Taliban," one senior 
American official told the paper. 
"They have tried to check him for 
the first time and tried to limit hi§ 
communications. "Our leadership 
decided to cut all communications 
from him, and even his telephone 
set has been taken from him," 
Abdul Hakeem Mujahid, a Taliban 
representative in the US, told the 
paper. "He has been told no for- 
eigner can talk to him. Ten body- 
guards were provided for him. The 
duty of the bodyguards was to 
supervise him and observe that he 
will not contact any foreigner or 
use any communication system in 
Afghanistan. He is now isolated." 

The fight broke out over the 
degree of control the Taliban would 
have over bin Laden, the paper 
quoted another Taliban representa- 
tive as saying. 
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us calls for 
Osama 's 
expulsion 



By Our Staff Correspondent 

WASHINGTON, March 10: The 
US on Tuesday announced that 
Taliban government would be 
held responsible for any actions 
taken by Saudi millionaire Osama 
bin Laden against any US targets. 

"We have stressed to Taliban, 
and those with influence over 
them, the need to expel Osama to 
a location where he can be 
brought to justice," Assistant 
Secretary of State Karl Inderfurth 
said, in what was a direct refer- 
ence to Pakistan's role in 
Afghanistan. 

"We have told them he is still 
plotting acts of terrorism against 
us and that because Taliban have 
provided him safe haven, we will 
hold them responsible for his 
actions," Inderfurth told a Senate 
foreign relations sub-committee 
hearing on Afghanistan on 
Tuesday. 

The US official maintained that 
Osama was still in Taliban territo- 
ry, despite hollow presentations 
that he is missing. 

"There is no evidence that he 
has left Afghanistan and our 
experts and informed observers 
believe he remains in Taliban- 
controlled territory," Inderfurth 
said. 

He warned that the Taliban 
were "playing a risky and unwise 
game in attempting to convince us 
otherwise." 

The US warning came as offi- 
cials said the new policy on such 
terrorists was that the country 
which hosts them would be pun- 
ished and not just the terrorist ele- 
ments or their bases, like the US 
did in Afghanistan and Sudan last 
year. 

Inderfurth also spelled out its 
conditions for recognition of any 
government in Afghanistan saying 
it should be broad-based, multi- 
ethnic and respectful of interna- 
tional norms of behaviour, includ- 
ing terrorism, narcotics and 
htunaii ri^its. 

"We believe that only such a 
government could bring peace to 
Afghanistan, gain acceptance of 
other nations and represent 
Afghanistan effectively in interna- 
tional organizations, he told the 
Senate sub-committee. 

"At the moment we recognise 
none of the contending factions 
and have no plans to do so," he 
said. 
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US & Russia 
press Taliban 
to expel 
Osama 

By Our Staff Correspondent 

WASHINGTON, March 13: The delegations urged the 
Russia joined the US on Friday to Afghans to: commit to peaceful dia- 
jointly pressurise Taliban, and logue; respect human rights; expel 
their Pakistani supporters, to force all terrorists from Afghanistan and 
Saudi millionaire Osania bin Laden specifically that the Taliban and its 
from his Afghan hideout to bring supporters ensure that Osama bin 
him to justice in the US. Laden and his network be expelled 

"The US and Russia urge that and be brought to justice, and work 
authorities in Afghanistan to expel toward the end of the cultivation, 
aU terrorists from Af^anistan and processing, and trafficking of illicit 
specifically that the Taliban and its narcotics. 

supporters ensure that Osama bin "The US and Russia reaffirm 
Laden and his network be expelled their readiness to work together 
and be brought to justice." a joint with other members of the mtema- 
US- Russian statement issued on tional community to bring peace to 
Friday skd. Afghanistan," Inderfurth said. 

The statement was issued at the The US and Russia contmue to 
end of high level talks between share deep concern over continuing 
Assistant Secretary of State Karl military confrontation m 
Inderfurth with the Russian Afghanistan which poses a senous 
Deputy Foreign Mmister Grigoriy and growing threat to regional and 
Karasin in Moscow on Friday. international peace and security, i 

Experts and analysts believed As long as the political and military 
\ that completion of the US-Russian situation continues to fester, the 
jconsultations on the Osama issue, dangers of spreading extremism, 
following recent meetings between terrorism, and drug trafficking wiU ' 
top US officials and Punjab CM continue to pose threats to the 
Shahbaz Sharif, indicated that a region and to the world at large, it 
"Get Osama** US operation may be said. 

entering its final phase of prepara- "Afghanistan's trouble cannot be 
tions prior to its launching, vrith ended on the military field. Only a 
Pakistan playing a central role. political settlement acceptable to 

The talks were the third such all important segments of the 
round in a series of meetings held Afghan people will bring peace. We 
spedfically on the subject of South call on all Afghan factions and 
Asia and Afghanistan. their supporters to work sincerely 

"The US and Russia continue to for a settlement that will result in a 
share deep concern over continuing broad-based, multi-ethnic govem- 
military confrontation in ment that respects human rights,; 
Afghanistan which poses a serious including the rights of women, and 
and growing threat to regional and that abides with internationally 
international peace and security," respected norms of behaviour. 
Inderfurth said in a statement later. "The United States and Russia 

"As long as the political and mili- are encouraged by the opening of 
tary situation continues to fester, talks between the Taliban and the 
the dangers of spreading extrem- Northern Alliance in Ashgabat, 
ism, terrorism, and drug trafficking Turkmenistan under the auspices 
will continue to pose threats to the of the UN. 

region and to the world at large," "The talks can only go forward if 
Inderfurth said. the Afghan representatives are sin- 

US and Russian delegations met cere in their desire for a political 
in Moscow March 12 for consulta- settlement. We urge the Afghan 
tions on how to promote peace in representative to commit to the 
Afghanistaixnamd to review the continuation and success of a 
overall situation in South Asia, the peaceful dialogue, 
statement said. 



"The US and Russia reiterate the 
central and impartial role of the UN 
in international efforts to achieve a 
peaceful settlement of the Afghan 
conflict and confirm their continu- 
ing support of the Six Plus Two 
process. The US and Russia again 
note their support for the Points of 
Common Understanding issued by 
the Six Plus Two group at the 
Foreign Ministers' level in New 
York on September 21, 1998. 

"The US and Russia reiterate 
support for UN Security Council 
Resolution 1193. 

^ "UN Special Envoy Brahimi cur- 
rently is embarked on a journey to 
promote peace. We look forward to 
the results of his travel and to next 
steps in the Six Plus Two process. 
These steps may include a meeting 
of Six Plus Two representatives in 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan. All the 
important ethno-linguistic compo- 
nents of Afghanistan could be rep- 
resented at that session, including 
a possible role for Afghan neutrals 
not allied with any of the fighting 
factions. 

"With reference to the February 
19, 1999, US-Russia Joint 
Statement on Counter-terrorism, 
the US and Russia note special con- 
cern over the regional and interna- 
tional threat posed by terrorists 
harboured in Afghanistan. The US 
and Russia urge that authorities in 
Afghanistan expel all terrorists 
.{rom Afghanistan and specifically 
that the Taliban and its supporters 
ensure that Osama bin Laden and 
his network be expelled and be 
brought to justice. 
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US & UK bar us covertly 

nationals in 
UN staff from 

going to Kabul 



ISLAMABAD, March 18: The US 
and Britain, fearful of attacks by 
Saudi terrorism suspect Osama bin 
Laden, have barred their nationals 
from joining a gradual return of 
foreign UN staff to Afghanistan, 
diplomats said on Thursday. 

They said the Anglo-American 
objections sparked tension within 
the UN and concern that it might 
jeopardize the return of th^ world 
body's foreign staff after months of 
delicate negotiations with the 
Taliban to get security guarantees. 

But the phased return of the aid 
staff would continue without US or 
British nationals, the diplomats 
said, after consultations at UN 
headquarters in New Yorlc and the 
Islamabad base of the world body's 
Afghan operation. 

A senior UN official, Michael 
Sacket of the World Food 
Programme, travelled to the 
Afghan capital Kabul last weekend 
to discuss security arrangements 
for the gradual return of UN staff 
engaged in a major relief opera- 
tion. 

Washington and London's con- 
cern that their nationals might be 
targeted by bin Laden, alleged 
mastermind of last August's lEast 
African US embassy bombings, 
caused a review of the planned 
return and it was decided to go 
ahead, diplomats said. 

Diplomats said the two govern- 
ments were not satisfied with assur- 
ances from the Taliban that bin 
Laden was not a threat to foreign 
nationals withdrawn from 
Afghanistan last August. 

The two governments, who are 
engaged in punitive strikes against 
Iraq, fear that their nationals could 
become targets for attacks by bin 
Laden, who has been reported 
missing in Afghanistan by his 
Taliban hosts. 

Bin Laden has ^teen quoted in 
Newsweek magazine as saying that 
any tax-paying American is a legiti- 
mate target **because he is helping 
the American war machine against 
the Muslim nation". 



British and US officials fear that 
bin Laden is planning fresh attacks 
in pursuit of his stated goal of dri- 
ving Ammca from his native Saudi 
Arabia and Islam's holiest places, 
the diplomats said, and had told 
the UN of their concern. 

« 

The diplomats, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said that the 
Anglo-American stance had 
sparked a row within the United 
Nations, which announced a phased 
risturn to Afghanistan last week 
after months of delicate diplomacy. 

Other UN states were angry at 
London add Washing;ton and said 
that their objections contravened 
UN rules in article 100 of the char- 
ter which say that UN staff take 
orders from the world body, not 
from their member governments. 

They said that the Anglo- 
American stance could threaten 
the integrity of the UN operation. 
"When you work for the UN, your 
nationality is not supposed to mat- 
ter," said a diplomat. 

The UN pulled out some 40 staff 
from Afghanistan after the US 
fired cruise missiles at suspected 
bin Laden training camps in south- 
em Afghanistan in retaliation for 
the bombing of US embassies in 
East Africa which killed 250 peo- 
ple, 

A senior Italian UN military offi- 
cer was lolled in a Kabul street in 
what appeared to be retaliation by 
Muslim militants for the attack, 
prompting the pullout of UN for- 
eign staff and months of security 
negotiations with the Taliban. 

Diplomats said thef row had 
echoes of similar controversy last 
3rear when US and British concern 
for their nationals in Iraq forced 
the withdrawal of US and British 
staff. 

The US and Britain carried out 
air strikes against Iraq to punish 
the Iraqi leadership for alleged 
non-cooperation with UN disarma- 
ment teams trying to locate and 
destroy Saddam Hussein's poten- 
tial to produce weapons of mass 
destruction.—Reuters 



supporting 
Taliban 

From Our Correspondent 

WASHINGTON-According to a 
member of the House International 
Relations Committee, Dana 
Rohrabacher, "The United States is 
covertly supporting the Taliban." 

Speaking to a group of journalists, 
Congressman Rohrabachpr, imd the 
US State Department had withheld 
documents he had requested to investi- 
gate the issue since he became a mem- 
ber of Congress last July, and this had 
led him to accuse the Clinton adminis- 
tration of preparing a "cover policy of 
support for the Taliban." 

However, during a hearing recently 
before the House International Com- 
mittee, Assistant Secretary of State Karl 
Inderfurth had rebutted the charge say- 
ing, "the notion that we have a covert 
policy to aid and abet the Taliban is 
ludicrous." 

But, the Congressman pointed out: 
"The stonewalling by the State Depart- 
ment in providing the documents does 
nothing but confirm that there is a pos- 
sibility of some skullduggery going 
on." Rohrabacher added that Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright had per- 
sonally promised him that she would 
hand over the documents to him. **The 
administration continues to stonewall 
on the request for information by the 
people in Congress," he told Inderfurth 
during that hearing. In support of his 
claim that the US was covertly sup- 
porting the Taliban, Rohrabacher also 
showed a photograph of Inderfurth and 
former UN Ambassador Bill 
Richardson posing with the Taliban 
leaders in Afghanistan last April. 

The Congressman said one year ago 
the anti-Taliban forces were ready to 
fight against the Taliban and take back 
their country. However, the US admin- 
istration did nothing, he said. 

Defending his stand, Inderfurth said, 
"We have a policy of dealing with all 
factions in Afghanistan and we say the 
same thing to each of them. But, we say 
a little more to the Taliban because of 
their actions, with respect to human 
rights, with respect to terrorism, with 
respect to narcotics are abominable." 

The Congressman retorted: The 
Taliban invaded Afghanistan in 1994- 
95. The US had that time said these 
were "students from religious schools 
in Peshawar who wanted to return to 
their country." . "Washington does not 
make so much noise about militant 
Islamic fundamentalists." Not only that 
alone, the US administration had not 
named Taliban as a "terrorist organisa- 
tion," he said. 
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us, UK not to sek 
their workers to Afghanistan 



ISLAMABAD: The United States and 
British governments have refused to 
allow their citizens, who work with 
the United Nations, to return to war- 
devastated Afj^ianistan, a UN of&dal 
said Tliursday. 

So far the order, citing security 
concerns, is "temporary", said 
Stephanie Bunker, the UN spokes- 
woman in Pakistan. However, there is 
no indication when or whether the 
order wfll be lifted. 

The order appears to contradict 
UN policy, which according to the 
UN's Afghan peace negotiator An- 
drew Tesoriere does not allow gov- 
ernments to dictate to the United Na- 
tions where their citizens will work. 

If the order remains in effect 
Tesoriere, a British national who bro- 
kered last weekend's agreement be- 
tween warring Afghan groups, wouM 
not be attending the next round of 
peace talks escpected to be held next 
month inside Afghanistan. 

The United Nations foreign staff 
returned to Afghsaiistan earlier this 



week ending a seven-month boycott 
• that began after an Italian UN worker 
was shot and killed last August m the 
Afghan capital of Kabul. A French 
worker also was ii\jured. 

The attack was apparently in re- 
taliation for the missile strike by the 
US on suspected terrorist camps run 
by Saudi dissident Osama bin Laden 
in eastern Afghanistan on Aiig 2(^last 
year. The US accuses Bin Laden and 
his followers of carrying out the 
deadly bomb explosions at its em- 
bassies last Aug. 7 in east Africa. 

Before returning their foreign staff 
to Afghanistan, th^ United Nations 
sought security guarantees from the 
country's ruling Taliban army. 

As well they demanded proof that 
the Taliban were investigating the 
killing of the Italian woricer, as well as 
two UN Afghan staff killed in July last 
year. There was no immediate com- 
ment fix)m either the US Embassy or 
the British High Commission in Is- 
lamabad. The United States has a 
travel warning out to its citizens 



warning them against travelling both 
to Afghanistan and PiOdstan. 

The US administration has 
soundly criticised the Taliban for har- 
boring Bin Laden. 

Washington has pressed the Tal- 
iban to expel Bin Laden, who appar- 
ently left his safe refuge in 
Afghanistan's southern Kandahaii^iast 
month and has not been seen since. 

The Taliban say they do not know 
where Bin Laden is or whether he still 
is in Afghanistan. So far the United 
States has been reluctant to believe 
Bin Laden has left Afghanistan. 

Previously the Taliban refused to 
hand over Bin Laden saying he was a 
guest and a Mend yfbo fou^t with Is- 
lamic insurgents against invading So- 
viet soldiers in the 1980s. 

Bin Laden's whereabouts also is a 
concern for the British government 
after he issued death threats to both 
British and Americans during inter- 
views last December in Af i^ianistan. 

The threats were linked to the US 
and British attacks on Iraq.— AP 



us terms for recognizing Kabul 



WASHINGTON, March 19: The 
US will not recognize the Taliban 
or any authority as the government 
of Afghanistan until it is truly 
multi-dimensional, a senior US offi- 
cial said. 

"The government we will recbg- 
nise must have appropriate power- 
sharing and it must live up to inter- 
national standards," Julia Taft, 
assistant secretary of state for popu- 
lation, refugees and migration said. 
She made her comments during an 
appearance on WorldNet's Global 
Exchange call-in programme. 

She said the US viewed the 
progress made in peace talks 
between Afghanistan's ruling 
Taliban militia and the opposition 
as a "hopeful sign" that could lead 
to peace, power-sharing and 
improved conditions for the coun- 
try's women and children 

There is, however, still "a long 



By Our Staff Correspondent 

way to go" to ensure that f oUow-up 
talks continue and specific actions 
are taken, such as, a. prisoner 
exchange, a cease-fire, and a real 
framework for "ultimate power 
sharing," Taft said. 

Asked what differentiates the 
recent preliminary agreement 
between the two sides from others, 
Taft said it now appears that the 
various parties understand that 
"only a political solution" can end 
years of conflict and the "troubling 
toll" on the quality of life of the 
Afghan people. 

Taft emphasized, however, that 
while the US is "pleased" with the 
outcome of the recent peace talks, 
it has not endorsed the agreements 
that were reached, and still does 
not recognize the Taliban as a gov- 
ernment. 

"We will not recognize any 
authority in Mghanistan until it is 



truly multi-dimensional,!' she said. 
In particular, Taft said, the US 
remains deeply concerned about the 
lack of compliance in Afghanistan 
with international standards on the 
treatment of women and children. 

This concern does not mean that 
the US looks down on certain cul- 
tures and religions. **The US is not 
in any position to denigrate the cul- 
ture or the religious standards of 
anyone in the world," Taft said. 

"What we do from the humani- 
tarian side, however, is look at the 
impact of arbitrary and capricious 
standards, and have made judg- 
ments — tiie Secretary of State has 
made a judgment — that what is 
happening to women under Taliban 
control is not culture, it's not reli- 
gion — it's criminal •— how they are 
being abused and how they are not 
having access to the amenities of 
life that are a basic himian right." 
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Masood ready 
talk with Taliban 

DUSHANBE, March 18: Afghan prisoners and further peace talks, 

opposition leader Ahmad Shah While welcomed as a major step 

Masood said on Thursday that the towards lasting peace, the deal fell 

coalition was ready to sit down and short of calling for an immediate 

hold further negotiations with the ceasefire and left many questions 

Taliban, and that any coalition gov- as to how power would be shared 

ernment formed by the warring unanswered, 

parties should represent different The Taliban's chief negotiator at 

ethnic groups. the talks, Wakil Ahmed 

"War is not the way to solve ithe Muttawakil, told the Voice of 

Afghan problem," he told reporters Shariat radio on returning to 

in the Tajik capital of Dushanbe Afghanistan that the agreement 

after meeting the UN special envoy , did not mean that a coalition gov- 

to Afghanistan, LakhdarBrahimi. ernment would be formed in the 

•The solution of the Afghan con- future, 

flict is possible through peace Ari opposition spokesman said 

talks," he added, speaking through that much work still needed to be 

an interpreter. done to put a permanent end to 

The meeting followed an agree- fighting, 

ment to share power reached Masood's comments in Dushanbe 

between the two sides in will be welcomed nonetheless, as 

Turkmenistan last week. his position on the Tyrkmen accord 

It also included the exchange of was imdear.— Reuters 



Opposition ready 
to free Taliban 
prisoners 

DUSHANBE (AFP) - Afghan oppo- 
sition leader Ahmad Shah Masood on 
Thursday reasserted his willingness to 
conduct peace negotiations after he 
reached a UN-mediated accord with 
the ruling Taliban militia to negotiate a 
peaceful end to their conflict. * 

*We reaffirmed our readiness to ne- 
gotiate,' Masood said after .'meeting 
with UN envoy Lakhdar Brahimi. 

*We are ready to free 20 Taliban 
prisoners as agreed to in Ashgabad,' he 
said, referring to a deal concluded in 
the Turkmen capital last Sunday. . 

The two sides agreed in principle to 
set up a shared executive, judiciary and 
legislature, as well as to work out de- 
tails at future negotiations. 
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Concrete proposals for trade with Kabul: Taliban won't export 
movement to other countries, Motawakkil tells Kazakh FM 

Tokaev for broad-based 
govt in Afghanistan 



ISLAMABAD (APP) - Kazakhstan 
Foreign Minister Kasymzhomart 
Tokaev Friday had a first formal talks 
with a high level Taliban delegation and 
discussed matters relating to the resto- 
ration of peace in the war-ravaged coun- 
try, Afgtoi sources said. 

The talks were very positive, the 
sources said after meeting between 
Wakil Ahmad Motawakkil, Taliban's 
top spokesman and a close aide of Is- 
lamic Movements* paramount chief 
Mullah Muhammad Omar. 

Taliban's Ambassador to Pakistan 
Maulvi Sacedur Rehman Haqqani also 
attended the talks which were a first 
formal contact betwe«i Taliban and the 
Central Asian Republic. "Both sides 
agreed to maintam their contact in fu- 
ture as weir, the sources said. 

They said, the*talks took place in the 
backdrop of the proposed meeting be- 
tween TVdiban officials and representa- 
tives of NcMlhem Alliance, scheduled 

for March 10 in Ashgabad, Capital of 

Turkmenistan. . . i 

Kazakhstan Foreign Minister wel- 
comed the proposed talks under the aus- 
pices of the United Nations. 
Earlier, Kasymzhomart Tokaev told 



reporters at Islamabad Airport that Tal- 
iban are "one of the most influential and 
powerful forces" in Afghanistan. ^ 
He called for the setting up of a bro^- 
based government in war-ravaged Af- 
ghanistan, serving ttie interests of all 

warring groups. ^ uv^u^a 

"A government should be estabhshed 
in Afghanistan that fulfils interests^of 
all parties to the conflict," he mam- 
tailed. ■ . . * 
He extended ^ support for the ci- 

forts of United Nations' peace negotia- . 
tor for Afghanistan Lakhdar Brahuni for 
the restoration of peace and tranquilli- 
ty in the strife-torn country. We hope 
for the success of United Nations ef- 
forts," he said and added,"we are sm- 
cerely looking for the restoration ot 
peace in Afghanistan." ■ ^ - 

Kazakhstan, he said, is one of the few 
countries whidi have bewi trying for the 
restoration of peace in Afghanistan. 

NNI adds: Afghanistan's dominant 
Taliban Friday told the visiting Foreign 
Minister of Kazakhstan 
Kasymzhomart Tokaev that the Islamic 
militia would not export their ideas to 
other countries. Maulvi Wakil Ahmed 
Mutawakkil, advisor to Taliban su- 
preme leader Mulla Omar, met with 



Kasymzhomart Tokaev in Islamabad 
and expressed his fear of the spillover 
of Taliban's ideas to the neighbounng 
couhtries, Taliban sources said. 

"VIAplo not want interference m the 
aff^m of other countries and desire 
friendly ties with the whole world, es- 
pecially the neighbouring states the 
sources quoted Mutawakkil as assunng 
Tokaev. 

Taliban leader flew into the Pakistani 
Capital for talks with the Kazakh For- 
eign Minister. *The meeting was held 
at the request of the Kazakh delega- 
tion," the sources said. "Afghanistan s 
neighbouring, countries, mainly Cen- 
tral Asian Republics were highly con- 
cerned over Taliban's victories but now 
they are interested to establish ties with 
them," a Pakistani official said, while 
commenting on the meeting. 

"Kazakhstan is anxiously looking 
forward for the restoration of peace and 
security in Afghanistan that is not only 
vital for Afghans but also very irapor^ 
tant for the regional development and 
prosperity," he Smd. ? . 

He called upon all Afghan factions to 
put an end to hostilities anil find a ne- 
gotiated settlement of the Afghan cri- 
sis. He said that his country fully sup- 
ports the UN mission for peace and se- 
* curity in Afghanistan. ^ . 

APP adds: The Kazakhstan Foreign 
Minister Friday said there are great 
prospects for economic cooperation 
between Pakistan and Central Asian 
Republics and called for concrete ef- 
forts to strengtiien bilateral economic 
and commercial ties. "We have brought 
' a number of concrete proposals for pro- 
moting trade between the two coun- 
tries," he told reporters ata^^abad 
Aiiport. Foreign Ministc^^^J Aziz 
greeted his Kazakh counteipf t at the 
airport. Tokaev, who is leading a 13- 
member high-level delegation mclud- 
ing Kazakh businessmen, identified 
communication and transport links as 
the main problems facing tiie land- 
locked Central Asian state. 

He said he will discuss tiiese issues 
during talks with Pakistani officials 
and "try to find solution to tiiis prob- 
lem." Tokaev said Pakistan is one of 
the first countries that accorded recog- 
nition to Kazakhstan after its independ- 
ence in 1992. He said Islamabad and 
Almaty enjoy good and fraternal rela- 
tions. Describing Taliban as, one of the 
most influential and powerful forces, 
Tokaev called for the setting up of a 
broad-based government in war-rav- 
aged Afghanistan, serving the interests 



of all warring groups. "A government 
should be established in Afghanistan 
that fulfils interests of all parties to tiic 
conflict," he added. 

A govl hand-out says: Foreign Min- 
ister of Kazakhstan Kasymzhomart 
Tokaev arrived in Islamabad on Friday 
on the invitation of Foreign Minister 
Sartaj Aziz for a two-day visit to Paki- 
stan. Foreign Minister Tokaev is ac- 
companied by high level delegation 
from the Kazakhstan government. 

The visit of the Kazakhstan Foreign 
Minister signifies tiie growing interac- 
tion between Pakistan and tiie Central 
Asian Republics. Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Siddique Khan Kanju 
paid Afghanistan-related visits to the 
fiv'e Central Asian Republics in No- 
vember last year. Since then tiie Uzbek, 
Tajik and Turkmen Foreign Ministers 
had visited Pakistan in quick succes- 
sion of each other to continue tiie dis- 
cussions. 

Formal talks were held Friday after- 
noon in a warm and cordial atmosphere 
between tiie two Foreign Ministers. 
The discussions covered the entire 
range of bilateral matters and regional 
issues of mutual concern, particularly 

Afghanistan. . , ^ ^ 

The Pakistan delegation included ; 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs ' 
Siddique Khan Kanju, Foreign Secre- 
tary Shamshad Ahmad and other senior 
officials of tiie Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs. The Kazakh Foreign Minister 
was assisted by the Ambassador of Ka- 
zakhstan, as well as high-ranking offi- 
cials from the relevant government de- 
partments of Kazakhstan. 

The two Foreign Ministers noted uiat 
with the opening of the Karakorum 
Highway in May under the Quadnlat- 
eral Agreement on Traffic in Transit, 
the shortest possible route to tiie sea 
would be available to Kazakhstan. This 
would also give an impetus to tiie aug- 
mentation of bilateral trade between 
the two countries. 
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accuses 
Taliban af 
torture 



LONDON, March 10: The Taliban 
threw more thaa 200 people into 
prison last year for political rea- 
sons, tortured most of them and 
killed at least 12, Amnesty 
International charged on Thursday . 

In a report, the Lonaon-based 
human rights group said the prison- 
ers included university professor^, 
commimity leaders, former army 
officers and bureaucrats of ethnic 
Pakhtun background. 

Some 100 remain in custody, 
including children "held hostage" 
in place of their fathers who had 
escaped arrest* 

Amnesty said its report was 
based on interviews with former 
detainees and others with personal 
knowledge of arrests and killings. 

It said the arrests appeared "to 
represent a crackdown on ele- 
ments within the Afghan society 
who are peacefully advocating the 
establishment of a civil society and 
rule of law after years of devasta- 
tion and gross human rights viola- 
tions.** 

, The group said many of those 
detained had been arrested in 
Jalalabad in October, apparently 
for their support for a broad-based 
government Ihey were accused of 



plotting a coup against the Taliban, 
but the militia had provided no evi- 
dence. 

Among those under arrest as of 
October were locally recruited staff 
of international organizations, 
including at least th|*ee A^an UN 
workers. , 

Amnesty highlighted reports of 
torture, saying Abdul Malik, an ex- 
governor of Laghman, was so badly 
beaten that he could not eat or 
drink for some time. • 

In many cases families only 
learned of the death^ of relatives 
after their bodies were found. 

Amnesty also voiced "grave con- 
cern" at the condition of jails, 
which were often overcrowded and 
rife with torture. In some, detainees 
were subjected to heavy forced 
labom: with barely enough food to 
survive. 

In a written reply, contained in 
the report, Taliban authorities put 
the blame for "terrorist acts and 
violations" on other groups. 

"We assure all the people of the 
world that we are not carrying any 
terrorist acts or violence because 
they are against the policies of the 
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan," 
they said.— AFP 



demands safety 
RAWA activists 



ISLAMABAD, March 5: Amnesty 
International (AI) has urged the 
Pakistan government to ensure the 
safety of Afghan women's rights 
activists during meetings and 
demonstrations on Monday in view 
of the continued threats against 
them. 

"The government of Pakistan 
must take this threat seriously and 
do everything in their power to pro- 
tect all women protesters," AI said 
in a statement here on Friday. 

The activists of Revolutionary 
Association of Women , of 
Afghanistan (RAWA) living in 
Pakistan as refugees will hold 
meetings and demonstrations to 
observe International Women's Day 
on March 8. 

"There is particular concern that 
members of the RAWA leaders con- 
tinue to receive death thi*eats from 
Afghan warring factions, and sever- 
al of them have had to go into hid- 
ing in fear for their lives". 

"Members of RAWA and other 
women's groups could dearly be in 
danger, especially because of the 
continued threats and recent politi- 
cal killings of prominent Afghans in 
Pakistan'*, the AI said. 

It said in D,ecember last year, 
RAWA had to postpone a demon- 
stration against Taliban's anti- 
women pohcies following warnings 
by a representative of Taliban of 
"break the legs of RAWA members 
if they took out a demonstration". 

A number of people were 
detained by members of an armec 
poUtical group, reportedly with the 
cooperation of the local police, dur- 
ing a peaceful RAWA demonstra 
don in Islamabad on April 28, 1997 
the AI said. 

It added that at least one of the 
detainees was severely beaten ir 
custody and others were pres 
surised to give details of RAWA 
leaders, their telephone numben 
and whereabouts. 

DAWN 



UK backs Afghan 
reconciliation 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - British Min- 
ister of State for Foreigji Affairs, Derek 
Fatchett, has said Britain supports na- 
tional reconciliation in Afghanistan and 
encourages the Taliban to recognizes 
that they need a broad based govern- 
ment. 

In an interview wife **Gulf News" on 
Tuesday, he made it ^?lear that it would 
not be possible for the Taliban to open 
an "agency" in London as a half way 
stage to opening an embassy. 

Britain, he said, would want to review 
three areas befOTerecognizingaTaUban- 

dominated government, human rights, 
role of women and drugs. Since Britain 
is clear that drugs is an important busi- 
ness for the Taliban and their support 
for terrorist activities, not just Osama- 
bin-Laden, but other groups as well. 

Fatchett reiterated Britain's position 
on the dcdon in Iraq, (tenying that there 
had been a "bombing campaign" in Iraq. 



Instead, he argued that Iraq should be 
blamed for all the actions since it has 
deliberately ignored the no-fly zones. 

*The easiest way to stop bombmg 
campaign is for Saddam Hussain to stop 
making incursions into the no-fly zones. 
These are deliberate attempts to try to 
create a situation m which we will in- 
flict civilian damage," he said. 

Fatchett insisted that Britain has lim- 
ited objectives in its actions over Iraq. It 
is simply enforcing the no-fly zones in 
the present actions and "desert fox was 
to reduce the capacity to produce weap- 
ons of mass destruction and to damage 
the infrastructure that enabled the weap- 
ons of mass destruction to be produced." 

He denied that Britain has an agenda 
to overthrow Saddam, despite his feel- 
ing that such a move would be better for 
Iraq. "It is not our task to appoint the 
next leader of Iraq. That is the responsi- 
bility of the people of Iraq." 



UK supports 

Afghan 
reconciliation 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - British 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs, D^rek Fatchett, has said 
Britain supports national recon- 
ciliation in Afghanistan and en- 
courages the Taliban to recognise 
that they need a broadly-based 
government. 

In an interview with **Gulf 
News" Tuesday, he made it clear 
that it would not be possible for 
the Taliban to open an "agency" 
in London as a half way stage to 
opening an embassy. 

Britain, he said, would want to 
review three areas before recog- 
nising a Taliban dominated gov- 
ernment, human rights, role of 
women and drugs. Since Britain 
is clear that drugs is an important 
business for the Taliban and their 
support for terrorist activities, not 
just Osama bin laden, but other 
groups as well. 

Fatchett reiterated Britain's 

position on the action in Iraq, 
denying that there had been a 
"bombing campaign". Instead, he 
argued that Iraq should be 
blamed for all the actions since it 
has deliberately ignored the no- 
fly zones. 

"The easiest way . to stop 
bombing campaign is for Saddam 
Hussain to stop making incur- 
sions into the no-fly zones. These 
are deliberate attempts to try to 
create a situation in which we 
will inflict civilian damage." he 
said. 

Fatchett insisted that Britain 
had limited objectives in its ac- 
tions over Iraq. It is simply en- 
forcing the no-fly zones in the 
present actions and "desert fox 
was to reduce the capacity to pro- 
duce weapons of mass destruction 
and to damage the infrastructure 
that enabled the weapons of mass 
destruction to be produced." 

He denied that Britain has an 
agenda to overthrow Saddam, de- 
spite his feeling that such a mo\c 
would be better for Iraq. "It is not 
our task to appoint the next leader 
of Iraq. That is the responsibility 
of the people of Iraq." 
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Japanese ambassador 
to visit Afghanistan 
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By Syed Talat Hussaln ' 



ISLAMABAD - Japan is set to 
laiindi a bold policy initiative In Af- 
ghanistan later this nnnidi by sending 
its ambassador to Pakistan Minorv 
Kubota to visit fh& war-torn country. 
The details of the ambassadorial visit 
arc still being worked out, but it is like- 
ly that the Japanese ambassador will 
visit both Qandhar, the ideological 
headquarters of the Taliban movement, 
and K^ul, the country's adnunistrative 
and government capital. 

The official purpose of the visit is 
believed to be to correctly assess the 
develc^ment and humanitarian assist- 
ance needs of Afghanistan and to press 
for an early solution to tiie ongoing war. 
Diplomatic sources, however, say tiiat 
the visit is also meant to explore ways 
to clear the patii to die rich energy re- 
sources of Central Asia and the Caspian 
Sea. 

Japan closed down its embassy in 
Kabul in 1989 and since then its pres- 
ence in Afghanistan has been mainly in 
the shape of its workers working in in- 
tOTational organisations and throu^ its 
(tevelopment and hunmitarian assist- 
ance to non-governmental organisations 
and international bodies. 

According to some estimates since 
1979, Japan has given nearly 400 mil- 



lion US dollars }n humanitarian assist- 
ance to Afghanistan. Starting tiiis year 
and for die next two years 1.5 millioir 
US dollars assistance has been approved 
for NGOs. 

Other organisations like the United 
Nations Hi^ Cwnmission for Refugees 
and International Red Cross have re- 
ceived 2 million US dollars in aid for 
Afghanistan. 

Japan, which is not tied to any vested 
political interest in Afghanistan, has 
rccentiy raised its {Mofile on the Afghan 
issue, speeding up its efforts to mediate 
peace between the Taliban and opposi- 
tion forces in die Nortii led by Ahmad 
Shs^iMasud. 

In addition to hosting die meeting of 
the Afghanistan Support Group in To- 
kyo, Japan has also been at the forefront 
of international calls for cessation of 
hostilities in Afghanistan. Japan is one 
of those countries which have not tak- 
en a hard line on the issue of hurriani- 
tarian assistance to Afghanistan and has 
' l)een emphasising the need for die in- 
ternational staff of die UN to return to 
Afghanistan. 

Japanese government's travel advice 
to its citizens and workers on Afghani- 
stan, however, is not different from the 
advice of countries like die US, Ger- 
many and Britain. On the security and 
safety scale of one to five, tjie Japanese 
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government has given Afghanistan the 
last, fifdi, grade. Japan does not.have 
any citizens in Afghanistan diese days. 

This background gives Japanese am- 
bassador's visitto Afghanistan an addc d 
significance. Being one of thf worid' * 
leading industrialised countries and r 
net-importer of oil, Japan has an enen ) 
policy diat calls for an expansion 
foreign oil supplies but away from dw 
Persian Gulf. It is a policy diat implic- 
itiy recognises that during the coming 
years industrial world's dependence on 
imported oil will increase. 

Afghanistan is a gateway to Central 
Asia's rich oil and gas resources and 
continuing strife in the country is ham- 
pering global efforts to exploit these 
resources. 



Japan offers help for 
Afghan reconstruction 



By Our Staff Reporter 



ISLAMABAD-Japan has welcomed 
d» agreement between Afghan facticms 
and reiterated its offer to contribute to 
the reconstruction and development of 
Af^anistan. 

In a statement Japane^ issued here 
(Ml Tuesday, Foreign Minister Masahiro 
Koumura said diat the fact diat die 
Taliban and Anti-Taliban factions m 
Afghanistan agreed npm such issues as 
formittg a coalition government could 
be an important step for realisation of 
peace in the war-torn country and the 



government of Japan welcomes tiiis 
development. 

The government of Japan eamesuy 
hopes diat die Afghan factions will ac- 
celerate the negotiations, and intends to 
continue to encourage diese factions 
towards die realisation of peace, said 
die Japanese Foreign Minister. 

He said that die government of Japan 
has already announced its intention to 
host a conference inviting various fac- 
tions for the reconciliation of the Af- 
ghan races and wants to make it clear 
that it is ready to contribute to die recori- 
struction and development of Afghani- 
stan. 
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Osama's extradition 

Pakistan not 
to pressure 
Taliban 



Bureau Report 



ISLAMABAD, March 2: Minister tions of Afghans could sit together 
of State for Foreign Affairs and settle their differences 
Siddique Kanju said on Tuesday through dialogue, 
that Pakistan wiU not use its influ- Talking about the Nuclear 
ence with Talibans in the extra- Safety Commission, the minister 
dition of Osama bin Ladin to the said Pakistan had always acted m 
Tjg matured manner on nuclear issue. 

He however, said that the US "We have shown maturity before 
and Taliban authorities were in and after the detonation of the 
contact with each other on this nuclear device in May 98. 
issue. -I think they are in touch He said Pakistan was strictly 
with each other in this particular adhering to the international 
case," Kanju told a group of nonm on the issue of nufear wfe- 
reporters in informal chat at the ty and had assi^ed the «"en»at»o'}- 
Parliament building here on al commumty that it would ttke dl 
5^esday measures to secure the safety of Its 

Kaniu said that Pakistan had nuclear installations. . , , . 
made its position very clear to the Though he did not unfold the 
AmericaiTand had told them that measures bejng taken by the gov- 
Afghanistan was a sovereign state ernment ^of Pakistan in this 
wh^e the ruling TaUban were tak- respect, he said consultations 
S^dependenfdedsions. between different government 

He said the Taliban were sue- agencies were underway for the 
cessfuUy controlUng the 90 per proposed nuclear safety act. ^ 
cent of Afghanistan and had also Commennng on Pakistan-India 
disarmed the people relations with Particular reference 
who had been fighting with each to Vajpayee's recent bus tour to 
oi before their arrival. "They Pakistan, Kanju said, the «^t 
are governing Afghanistan with between the prime np»stMS of die 
the will of the people, « the minis- two nuclear powers m South^a. 
^said. was a major event m the mtema- 

Those ruling most of the Afghan tional arena, 
provinces, he said, is the blend of Without issmng any jejomd«^ to 
aU The minister said the TaUban the latest statements of the Indian 
government was also in contact prime minister which were appar- 
with the United Nations and the ently undermining the Laho" dec- 
nAiahhourinc Iran iararion, the minister said, our 

"^^^SiSTke said Pakistan position is very clear. We beUeve 
did not want to interfere in the that an environment has been 
internal affairs of Afghanistan, created where the two n«^bouK 
adding that Islamabad had always can sit together to settle the r 
tried to facilitate and create an differences specially Kashmir 
environment where different fac- issue." 
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Leaders hail 
Afghan peace 
agreement 



By Indkhab Amir 



PESHAWAR, March 14: Afghan 
and PakhtCM)n nationalist leaders 
on Sunday hailed the Afghan peace 
agreement under which the Taliban 
have agreed to share power with 
the opposition alliance. 

•*We hope that sanity would pte- 
vail and both the sides (Taliban and 
opposition alliance) would jointly 
work for Ae restoration of peace, 
unity and prosperity of the country 
through negotiation and install a 
joint government acceptable to the 
people of Afghanistan," safid 
SibghatuUah Mujjadadi, former 
Af^an president and chief of Jub- 
i-Nijaat-i-Milli. 

Talking to Dawn, Mr Mujjadadi 
welcomed the peace agreement 
hammered by the two warring sides 
on Sunday and hoped that it would 
pave die way for restoring peace to 
the war-ravaged country. 

He said it was a very positive 
move the two sides realising that 
solution to the Afghan imbroglio 
could only be guaranteed through 
talks and not by war. 

Apart from Afghans, the 
Pakhtoon nationalist leaders of 
Pakistan also viewed the agree- 
ment between Taliban and 
Northern Alliance leaders as a ri^t 
move in the right direction. 

"We have sdways been contem- 
plating on the point that Afghans 
should be let to overcome the crisis 
themselves,** said Begum Nasim 
Wali Khan, provincial chief of ANP. 

Talking to Dawn over telephone 
from her Charsadda resident, the 
ANP leader said war was not the 
solution to the Afghan crisis and it 
could only be settled through nego- 
tiations. 

She said her party had always 
been opposing the involvement of 
neighbouring countries in the inter- 



nal affairs of Afghanistan because 
only they were responsible for the 
present state of affairs of that war- 
torn country. 

She said the ANP did not consid- 
er the Pakhtoons of Afghanistan as 
a separate entity, rather it was the 
country of various ethnic entities 
forming the Afghan nation. She 
commented that it would require a 
lot more efforts to ensiure restora- 
tioh of peace and make the ongoing 
peiace negotiations a success. 

. Afrasiab KKattak, a Pakhtoon 
nationalist leader, said if followed 
in letter and in spirit the peace 
' agreement reached between the 
Taliban and the opposition 
alliah.ce wbuld surely lead to the 
settlement of the issue once and 
for all. 

However, he viewed that there 
would arise a lot more complica- 
tions to deal with in the way of 
restoring a long lasting peace to 
Afghanistan. Such agreements had 
been effected in the past, too, hard- 
ly bringing any change to the situa- 
tion, he added. 

"Those who were not a party to 
the war they should also be 
involved in the process of talks, oth- 
erwise complications would crop up 
again,** he said. 

He said the fresh move could also 
pave the way for the formation of 
Loya Jirga providing opportunity to 
the people of Afghanistan to elect 
the government of thdr choice. 

Apart from the ongoing talks for 
internal settlement, Mr Khattak 
said, there was also a need that the 
UN, OIC and neighbouring countries 
^ould also enter into a dialogue f o*- 
a meaningful settlement of t' 
Afghan issue as it (the issue' 
had an external factor which 
also be setded, he conclude*'' 



*No deportation 
of Afghan refugees 
, on cards' 
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lureau Report 4 



PESHAWAR: The NWFP government 
clarified -IViesday that no policy re- 
garding forced deportation of 
Afghan refugees from the province 
had been put into effect. 

An official spokesman said that 
the provincial government, in keep- 
ing with Piakistari's policy of cordial 
hospitality extended to the Afghan 
refugees for the l^t 20 years, was 
committjbd to observe the United Na- 
tions Charter and Geneva conven- 
tions regarding refugees. 

The government, said the 
spokesman, however, felt the need 
for efforts on part of all the' Afghan 
parties and world conununily to try 
to restore early peace in the war-rav- 
aged country so that the refugees 
could return to their homeland in an 
honourable way He said owing to 
external pressure and socio-eco- 
nomic conditions the government 
would allow the refugees to live and 
earn liveiaiood for their families in a 
lawful manner. 

As far as shifting of refugees out- 
side camps to selected areas, regda- 
tion and streamlining of their busi- 
ness ventures and their subsequent 
repatriation was concerned, these 
and allied issues were part of a na- 
tional policy lyhich was under pro- 
cess and was yet to be finalisd, the 
spokesnum said. 

Prior to formulation of any policy 
regarding their repatriation, all 
Afghan leaders would be taken into 
confidence and the interests and 
needs of local communities and 
ground realities would be accorded 
top priority, he said. 
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NWFP govt closes down 
clinics run 



"^'""^ Burtai RtiMri ' 

PESHAWAR: The NWFP govcrti- 
ment on Thursday evening closed 
down all the clinics and dn^ stores 
run by Afghan refugees with- 
out proper authorisation ;pf the 
health department, it was learnt rc: / 

liaWy: / ^.^.^-^-^'-^f 
It may be mentioned that the ^ 

Sovtnunent had issued rimilia^ or- 
ers back in September 1998 to 
dose down private clinics, medical 
stores and investigation outfits run 
by Afghan doctors and other health 
professionals. - . - 

At that time, thd authorities be- 
lieved that these were fimctioidng 
without having any legal cover. The ' 
orders, however, did not materi- 
alise. 

it is worthmentioning that the 
government, had in an abrupt move 
closed down four Afghan educa- 



tiona) institutions in August last 
year , which dep^ved more than 
3,000 Mghsm students from getting 

education. v 

On Thursday, however, the aur 
thorities made announcements on 
loudsp^eis asldng th09e Ai^(hans 
who were attached with health pro- 
fession in one way or tihe other to 
wide up their ventures. They pull 
the shutter down and run away to 

escape action. / . ^ ^ 
/ The move, it is believed, .would 
render V number of Afghan health 
professionals jobless who had been 
ruiming their clinics since their mi- 
gration to Pakistan, '"^'^-^v-e '^ ^ 
These outfits included clinics, 

pathol<^gical labs. X-ray plants, ul- 
trasound centers and hospitals. 
Most of them were situated in 
Nasirbagh, Kacha Garhi and other 
areas inhabited by refugees. 



Afghan deal step towards 

,says Sartaj 



By Monitorbig Desk 



Fofeign Minister Sartaj Aziz while 
wdcoming the powCT-sbaring 
mentbetweenreprescntatiywofTafflm 
and Northan Alliance, has said ^atiit is 
a 'Step towjtfds establishing a durable 
and permanent peaefe in this war-rav- 
aged country, f*' / -.^ 

In interviews with the VOA and BBC 
on Sunday, Sartaj maintamed that die 
agreement between Taliban and Of^- 
sition alliance was a good beginning for 
setting up lasting peace through nego- 
tiations. It was also very welcoming 
that the next round of talks between 
both the parties would be held in Af- 
ghanistan itself ;he added. 

"It is a poi^itive and major bipeak- 
through and I hope there will be more 
progress on this in future," he said. 

He further said that fcMr the last one- 
and-half-year Pakistan had been striv- 
ing hard for negotiated settlement of the 
conflict and establishment of durable 



peace in Afghanistan. During that pe- 
riod, Islamabad remained in contact with ^ 

Central Asian Republics, Irm and other 
countries, he added. 

Responding to a question, he saia, 
Islamabadagreementhadfailedbecause 
more parties were invdved in the talks. 
Now that talks had taken place between 

repieswitatives of the ruling Tdiban 
and Mrnwd Sh^ Masoud in Ashkabad, 
the (fiances of^ su<xess of the agreement 
were.more than before, he added. ^ 

He; howc^^er, further said that noth- 
ing could be predicted with certainty as 
there were still a number of stages. This 
time the chances of success, at least, 
seem good, he added. 

Asljd to comment on Indian Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee's state- 
ment that cross-border bus service 
would be halted if Pakistan did not^ 
end interference in Jammu and Kash- 
mir, Sartaj replied: "The bus service 
between both the countiies will start on 
March 16 and I do not see any obstacle 
in its way. 
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isLAMABAD (NNI) - 
Pakistan is satisfied with the 
progress in talks between 
: Afghanistan's ruling Taliban and 
the opposition , Northern 
A.li i ance, a senior Paki stani 
diplomat said. 4^ - 

"Pakistan is extended full 
support to thc^succcs$ of the 
talks,** Pakistan's envoy for 
Afghanistan Iftikhar Murshid 
said. . 

He was responding to news- 
men questions at the Tunisian 
embassy -s reception on Saturday 

night. . 
^ Murshid, Additional Secrc- 

^ lary ln%JriSign^Offico> had been 
^aiJii^fily I >cngaiged in^ sht|Ul^ 
t diplirfn^y between Taiibari and 
nhc!rfb6$> ' , 

I Thlihah aitU rivals aercccl 
to form coalition government 
and exchange prisoners after 
three-day of hccric-talks in the 
Turknien capital of Ashgabad on 
March 14. 

They also agreed to hold next 
round of talks in April inside 
Afghanistan. 

"We are hopeful of positive 
outcome in the next round of 
meeting, scheduled to be held in- 
side Afghanistan,** the Pakistani 
envoy said. 

» Fighting broke out between 
Taliban and forces of former de- 
fence minister Ahmed Shah 
Masood in different areas north 
lof Kabul soon after the 
Ashgabad agreement. 

Taliban Radio Shariat blamed 
the opposition for launching of- 
fensive against the Islamic mili- 
tia, saying that it would jeopar- 
dise the dialogue process. 

"Such attacks cannot serve 
any purpose but can only create 
mistrust about the implementa- 
tion of the Ashgabad peace ac- 
cords,** the radio, monitored in 
Islamabad said. 

The radio claimed that 
Masood-led opposition - forces 
carried out attacks on Taliban's 
positions in Parwan, Bamiyan 
and Saripul provinces. 

However, Taliban have in- 
flicted heavy losses in men and 
material on the opposition at all 
the war fronts, it claimed. 

There was no confirmation of 
fighting from independent 
sources. The opposition has of- 
fered no comments on the 
Taliban claim. 
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Oppositipn offers to free 
1,000 Taliban prisoners 

KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's opposition Northern Alliance has offered to 
release more than 1,000 Taliban prisoners in a bid to push the tentative Afghan 
peace process further, a spokesman said Wednesday. 

Alliance commander Ahmad Shah Masood made the offer during talks with the 
United Nations special envoy to Afghanistan Lakdar Brahimi on Tuesday, oppo- 
sition spokesman Abdullah told the agency. 

*We are ready to exchange all bur prisoners if the Taliban do the same/ he said. 
Under the' Ashkabad Agreement forged during UN-sponsored talks in the 
Turkmenistan capital 10 days ago both sides agreed to exchange 20 prisoners 
through the International Committee of the Red Cross. 

Abdullah said the opposition's further offer of jincreased prisoner exchanges 
should help future negotiations. * ' 

But he accused the ruling Taliban of putting tljie peace prospects at risk by 
escalating the fighting.' : i ; 

Brahimi was told tl)at fighting*in centi:^! Parwan province had been initiated by 
the Taliban and not by forces loyal to Masood, Abdullah said. 

The militia has claimed Masood had launched offensives on several fronts 
including Ghorband in Parwan province. 

*They (the Taliban) spread the news that our forces are attacking but this is not 
right,' Abdullah told AFP. 

He^|d fighting in Bamiyan and in north western Fariyab province were the result 
of lo^ll uprisings against the Taliban's harsh methods. 

*Thl^ is something we cannot stop,' he said. Bamiyan is home to ethnic Hazaras 
Wholpctise the Shia form of Islam and are loosley grouped u-ader the Hezb-i- 
Whai& aaess^ntially autonomous fa^^ operating under the Northern Alliance. 



Afghan opposition 
offers to free 1,000 
prisoners 

^ KABUL: Afghanistan's opposition 

CNorthern Alliance has offered to 
release more than 1,000 Taliban 
prisoners to push the tentative 
Afghan peace process further, a 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

AUiance Commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood made the offer dur- 
ing talks with the UN Special 
•envoy to Afghanistan Lakdar 
Brahimi on Tuesday. 

The spokesman told AFP that 

<they were ready to exchange all 
[their prisoners if the Taliban did 

i the same. 

i Under the Ashgabad Agree- 
iment forged during UN-spon- 
sored talks in the 'I\irkmenistan 
,i capital both sides agreed to ex- 
1 .change 20 prisoners through the 
[ .International Committee of the 
IjRed Cross. 

He said the opposition's fur- 
ther offer of increased prisoner 
exchanges should help future ne- , 
L^gotiations. > • 

But he accused,tlf^ ruling Talr, 
{_.iban of putting , the peace 
Cprospects at risk by escalating 
i^the f^hting.~-AFP 



Former Afghan 
commander assigned 
new role 

PESHAWAR: Renowiioil Afghan 
commander Ahmed Shah Masood 
has entrusted new role to tl\<^ former 
governor Nangrahar proviiice, Hjyi 
Qadeer Qui to help form a grand al- 
liance in the war weary Afglianistan. 

According to the Afghan sources 
in pesKawar, Haji Qadeer Gul has 
been assigned tlie task to contact all 
the former commanders now op- 
posed to Tediban rule in a bid to fonn 
a grand aUiance. 

Informed sources claimed that 
Hsyi Qadeer has established contacts 
with jehadi commanders in Kunar, 
Nangrahar, Paktia provinces and 
Hezbe Wahdat led by Khalili and dis- 
cuss with them the latest situation 
prevaihng in the country. 

However, when contacted the Tal- 
iban sources ^aid people of m£\jority 
of people in afghanistan were happy 
with Tahban rule and the disgruntled 
elements eryoyed no public support. 

"TUi Tahban enjoyed people sup- 
port, such moves would not bear 
fruits, Taliban sources aoiied.— PPI 



00 



Masood ready 
to continue 
peace talks 

TEHERAN (NNI) - Afghan 
opposition commander Ahmed 
Shah Masood has reiterated 
willingness of his alliance for 
holding peace talks with 
Taliban, reports Radio Tehran. 

After his meeting with the 
UN special envoy for 
Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, 
Masood said they arc ready to 
set free twenty prisoners of the 
Taliban as had been agreed upon 
in Ashgabad talks. Brahimi and 
Masood held talks in Tajik capi- 
tal Dushanbe on continuation of 
peace talks. 

Talking to the newsmen after 
talks, Masood laid stress on con- 
tinuation of peace talks with the 
Taliban for the establishment of 
durable peace in war-ravaged 
Afghanistan. 

He also ruled out military so- 
lution to the problem saying re- 
turn of peace can be possible 
only through dialogue. 

He said participation of the 
representatives of all the Afghan 
groups in the formation of a 
broad based government is nec- 
essary. 
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No AMian refugee can 






ISLAMABAD: The Natidnal Assem- 
Vfy was informed Friday that ho. 
Afghan refugee who has or may 
come to Pakistan on or after July ' 
17, 1973 could acquire land or any 
interest in land or landed property 

in Pakistan. 

Blinister for Kashmir Affairs 

Alxhil Mitfid Malik during the ques- 
tion hour in a written rep^ informed 
the house that tlie Ministry of Inte^^ 
nor had issued orders in March 
1980 in this regard. 

He said that under the order no 
Afghan refugee who has or may 
come to Pakistan on or after July 
17, 1973 should acquire land or any 
interest in land or landed property 
in Pakistan, except with prior per- 
^mission in writing from the-^ederal 
'government in the $t8^ and Rx)nr 
tier Region Divisloik; # Vt ?^ i 

The minister 
told the house that #itiiuS9i>er of 
Afehwi reft«ees iiOii^ of 
NWFl? Balodhi^ia^EWt^rti^^^^ 
lamabad are l;ll|,i68r«3f ,608; 
132,058 and 66,219 respectively 

The National Assembly was in- 
formed that 105 posts o^producers 
(Group-5) are lyttg va^t in Pak- 
i^ Television Cdrporatlbn (PTV). 

Minister for Information 
Mushahid Hussain Sayed in a writ- 
ten reply told the house that these 



vacant posts will be fOied in accord- 
ing to the new recruitment policy 
announced by the government. 

Giving the breakup of the va- 
cancy position, he told the house 
that 86 posts of producer pro- 
gramme, 13 posts of producer news 
and 7 posts of producer current af- 
fairs are lying vacant in PTV— APP 

PPI adds: The house was in- 
formed that a total of 104,044 Pak- 
istani workers went abroad for em- 
ployment during the calendar year 

1998. ' " 

Federal Minister for Labour, 
Manpower and Overseas Pakistanis 
Sheikh Rashid Ahmad said in a writ- 
ten reply to a question by H^l Lai 
Karim that out of 104,044 workers 
3,338 persons were sent abroad for 
job placement through Overseas 
Employment Corporation (OEC) 
during the year. The remaining 
100,706 went for employment 
abroad by (^er channels. . 

He said OEC had received de- 
mands from eleven different coim- 
tries. The number of workers re- 
quired by six countries including 
Libya, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman, 
Egypt and Yemen was 289 while the 
exact number of workers required 
by other five countries including 
UAE, Jordan, Syria, Bahrain and 
Nigeria was not specified. 



He pointed out that since 
Novepiber 1997, the OEC 
despatched 4,821 workers for em- 
ployment abroad. He said during the 
years 1997-1998, the OEC obtained 
demands for overseas jobs from 21 
different countries. 

He said Pakistan had ratified 31 
International Labour Organisation 
(ILO) conventions and accepted 19 
recommendations. 

He maintained that adoption of 
ILO policies strengthened labour 
management relations, particularly 
promotion of workers welfare, col- 
lective bargaining and regulated 
union activities. 

He said the estimated total num- 
ber of overseas Pakistanis was 
3,180,973, working in North Amer- 
ica, Britain, Europe Middle East and 
Far East. 

In a written reply to questions by 
other members, he said an amount 
of Rs 8,381.749 million was avail- 
able with the govemment in woricers 
Welfare fund and Rs 2,584.538 mil- 
lion have been released since Jan- 
uary 1, 1997 against various on- 
going schemes such as 46 housing 
schemes, Si schools, 12 hospitals, 
4 kidney centres, 13,000 marriage 
grants, 15 ambulances,, 14 school 
buses and 4 secretariat training cen- 
tresi/lndustrial homes. 
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if Hammad Bitamafi 

LAHORE: Amid^ growing concern 
about the prime mhdster's security, 
the Intelligence Bureau and Special 
Branch are coUectiiig details of the 
Af^ians who have obteined Pakistani 
nationality in the last two decades. 

incidents of terrorism multi- 
plying in Pin\iab, the province is the 
focus of the exercise. There are 
about 100,000 Afghans with Pak- 
istani ID cards, settied in Lahore 
alone, according to a Punjab Special 
Branch initial report to tlie Chief 
Minister's Seoretariat last week. 

The exardse being conducted by 
the intelligence agencies is not the 
firat of its kind. "Wfe al^pady have lots 
of data on Afghans havii^ illegally 
i>btained Pakistani nationality. And I 
tell you, we are not Just updating. 
This is a far more comprehensive ex- 



ercise which is not meant to be pi- 
geonholed. TOs time the noose will 
reach the necfci," claims a senior po- 
lice officer, serving in the IB. , 

NBI has learnt that a similar exer- 
cise iiviact about all the aliens who 
have o&ned Pakistani nationality is 

on, particularly Indians. But those 
hunts are not primarily terrorism-re- 
lated. 

• The Af^ans case is different 
They are considered involved in a 
host of terrorism ^elated activity, 
from weapons trade to ghong refuge 
to proclaimed offenders, from train- 
ing sectarian militants to direct acts 

of terrorism. 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif had 

to change his schedules, routes and 

travel plans quite often in the recent 

weeks. From the January 3, Rahvind 

bomb blast to last week's Mamabad 

incident when security agencies re- 



fused to givie clearance, a number of 
security problems regarding the 
prime minister have been reported. 
In a recent press statement PML 
MNA Sheildi Rashid has revealed that 
the PM has 'survived many murder 
attempts in the last few months*. lit- 
tie wonder the federal goverrunent 
' has imported two bulletproof cars for 
the prime minister. 

"Almost all tiie security threats to 

the PM came durin^his itinerary in 
Piuyab. And this cannot be separated 
from the general rise in terrorism in 
the province? On the other hand. 
Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif is con- 
vinced that the only mayor tiireat to 
his exemplary rule in the province 
comes from the terrorism monster. 
So he has focused on thattiow. And 
you will see the resiilts shortiy," 
claimed a senior IB officer on 
anonymity 
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Taliban rivals set to 



announce interim govt 



By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - With the failure 
of recent much-trumpeted UN- 
sponsored peace initiative for 
Afghanistan, the country's opposi- 
tion is poised to announce its gov- 
ernment comprising 12-member in- 
terim cabinet: 

The warring Afghan factions re- 
cently held rare direct talks in 
Ashgabad, Turkmenistan, under the 
UN auspices, to bring peace and 
normalcy to their war-battered 
country. 

It may be recalled that a few 
weeks back, the northern alliance 
decided to constitute a 40-member 
multi-party consultative council 
and 150-member parliament, be- 
sides formation of a 12-member in- 
terim government (two minister 
each from member factions and 
groups). However, due to UN 
peace initiative they abandoned the 
idea for a while. 

Now after the failure of their 
face-to-face talks with Taliban, the 
northern alliance has restarted its 
efforts to give practical shape to the 
plan. , 

A high-level meeting of the op- 
position leaders was held under the 
chairmanship of the ousted presi- 
dent Prof. Burhanuddin Rabbani in 
Gulbahar, Parwan on Thursday. 
Prominent among the participants 



were chief of Ittehad-i-Islami Ustad 
Abdul Rab Rasul Sayyaf, 
spokesman of Tajik commander 
Ahmad Shah Masoud — Dr. 
Abdullah, Qara Beg, Dr. Abdul 
Haye lllahi. Dr. Sahar, chief of 
Eastern Shoora Haji Qadeer, 
Humayoon Jareer and WaheeduUah 
Saboon, leaders of their own fac- 
tion of Hizb-I-Islami, Gen. Anwari 
of Hizb-i-Wahdat and others. 

According to Peshawar-based 
Sahaar news agency, after dis- 
cussing the current political situa- 
tion, the opposition leaders consid- 
ered the name of those who are ex- 
pected to be inducted in the pro- 
posed interim cabinet. 

One of the participants of the 
meeting told the private news agen- 
cy that the alliance resumed its rou- 
tine political activities following 
the Taliban announcement that be- 
fore entering into an alliance with 
the opposition, they would take the 
tJlema and Scholars commission 
into confidence. 

He blamed the Taliban for fail- 
ure of the UN peace initiative and 
reiterated the opposition's support 
for the continuation of peace pro- 
cess . 

"Resumption of our political 
process does not mean stopping the 
dialogue with the Taliban, under 
the UN auspices... we do not close 



our doors (for talks) rather we are 
ready to continue the negotiation 
process," he confided to the agen- 
cy 

"Due to the disappointing atti- 
tude of Taliban, we are just restart- 
ing our routine political activities, 
postponed for a time being to gauge 
their (Taliban) reaction," he re- 
marked. 

"In yesterday's meeting we fi- 
nalised the'list of ministers to be in- 
ducted in the new cabinet," he dis- 
closed. 

In the day-long deliberations, 
the opposition leaders threadbare 
discussed the prevailing politico- 
military situation and decided to re- 
vive their own government, which 
had practically collapsed after the 
Taliban's takeover of Mazar-i- 
Sharif in August last year. 

A deadlock emerged between 
the warring sides following the 
Ashgabad Accord, prompting the 
opposition to reconsider the idea of 
formation of interim government. It 
is expected that soon after Eid-ul- 
Azha, the opposition leaders will 
meet again to carry on their consul- 
tations. 

The opposition leaders criticised 
the student militia's attitude vis-a- 
vis the Ashgabad accord and ac- 
cused them of creating hurdles in 
its implementation. 
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